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Ail'TLE whiie ago a Toron ta editar be-waiied the fact that the school children of
nawadays werc a very wisc lot of young
folk on a lot of unessentiai things, but that

if it came ta a test of real old-fashioned spelling
they were nat neamly so efficient. The chief public
school inspector in Canada promptly chalienged the
said editor to a speiling cantest witli any average
ciass of thimd-book pupils ini any of bis schoois.
Just the other day the saine inspectar gave a re-
porter an expert opinion upon the economic reasons
for the triumph of basebaîl and the decadence of
tliat good aId Canadian game, lacrosse. ,This is
cited merely ta show that even in newspapers educa-
tion is not forgotten.

The future of Canada depends on the public
schol-whicli of course is a truism. The most
seriaus product of the public scliaol is the public
school boy;, for lie expeets ta look after the country
while the girl looks after the home-at least this
is the usual way.

Now, Canada has progressed very swiftiy the
last twenty years; but the public schaol has changed
quite as mucli. The boy who left the cmoss-roads
schoal-bouse or tlie town school twenty yeams ago
and started out ta mnake a living, had a different
mental equipment from the boy wlio leaves any
school in Canada nawadays. Fie was probably a
different boy.

It may be useful ta study the difference. We
seem ta be discarding sa muich of the aid way in
business and factaries and educatian that one of
these days we shahl be minable -to know ourselves.
There are a good many thousand men in Canada
who were educated under the aid regime; that is
of twenty-five years ago. The men who have made
the Canada of tlie twentieth century were brouglit
up mostly on the tliree R's. There is probably nat
a leading business man or manufacturer or even a
politician in this country who wauild not lie plucked
if lie were asked ta write on a Higli School entrance
examination. There are a lot of smart, diligent
chaps of aur acquaintance, respansible for the
activities and the salaries of a large number of ather
muen, who would have a contract ta worry through

LU 11ULC I aL 4 y LI) ut LIU

^s round an office or a fac-
gotten more than lie will

as mucli ta the boy. But
forgatten knowiedge is a

tys the head of the familv.
id. Aw, what's the use aof

putting the other fellows out of business.
Well, the kindergarten, whicli used ta be a sanc-

tified and colossal fad, has found a placet in real
education. It is prabably a goad tliing for yaung
ones ta get in touch with the "Over-soul" in a
school-room, wlien an their own street there is not
even a dandelion patcli ta play in; for in this busy
young land the corner lots ait being built upon,
and the aid civic cow-pastures are gone, and the
oId basebail diamonds are gaing-sa wliat is there
ieft for the average boy and girl except tlie kinder-
garten and the school' playground or the street?
The trouble with the kindergarten system was that
it idealised chuldren so much that it made littie gods
of them; forgetting that tliere is as much of the
primai aid Adam if not of thie devil in the average
boy-or girl eitlier-as there is in tlie average
fatlier and mather.

Anyway-in tlie naine of modern eduction-
w'hat would Buster'Brown' and Mary jane do in
an average kindergarten?

THE NEW MUSIC.
But that is not the oniy line of cleavage between

tlie schooi-boy of twenty-flve years ago and the
schoal-boy now. For instance, there is music. .In
aur day the only chance we ever liad ta sing in
scliool was on Friday afternoons when the teaclier
put us thmough aur do-se-dos on "The Maple Leaf"
and "Nellie Gray." We knew nathîng of clefs and
sigratures; neither of changes of key. We just
sang; as liard as the teacher wouild let uis-becauise
we alwaysliked the aid songs. But the boy now-
adays knows lis soi-fa-and it's a good thing lie
does if hie puts it ta tlie right use; for sol-fa is a
simple musical language able ta àcquaint him with
a lot of good things that lie wiil neyer flnd in
ordinary books, and certainiy will not hear at tlie
five-cent picture shows or the usual music comedy.
The boy who is able ta read music lias a gift for
whicb he ouglit ta be tliankful; because there is a
big literature of zood miusic that is no harder ta
learn than most of the rhythrnicai and semi-melodic
tommyrat that lie picks up by ear on tlie street.

If I liad ta choose ýbetween abalishing the kinder-
garten and the music from the modemn curriculum-
I would liang on ta the music, Tliat is something
a boy neyer can farget. He xnay let slip haîf lis
geography, two-thirds of bis history and ail the
kindergartenismn except the sangs and the fancy
things lie used ta make; but the tunes lie leamned
ii"len a boy and a youtli and a young man-lie wiii
neyer bce able ta farge. If only the Sunday Scbool
autharities and tlie public scliooi singing-teachers
wauld get together and see ta it that the good things
the boy and girl learns at the day schoal are n'Ot
fuddied by some of the drooiing nonsense melodies
hie gets at Sunday Schoal !

I-ISTORY,
It will lie idle t

bas ten chances ta
w-here bis father lia

DEAD AND LIVING.
point out that the modern boy
learn history in a useftmi way
barely the shadow of one. Wlio
of a Canadian family to-day

with a bad taste in bis mnouth
af dates and kinp-. 2nd frPPf'ip4-
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tliinking; Sa that when he picks up a modern nove
-one of the biood-and-tliunder kind-and sees a loi

of faked-up namnes in, say, South America, thai
neyer were on the map and neyer will be, lie knowý
precisely what places and peopie are meant. Anc
it miglit be a safe guess that the Canadian school-
boy now knows more about the Peace and thc
Fraser and the Mackenzie than lie does about thc
Hoangho and the Yang-tse--Kiang; which is some-
thing. If a new railway is building lhe knows thc
country through which it runs. Hie understands
that Canada is a country that has more geographiy
than she has ever known what to, do with, and a
whole lot of history that she is only haif beginning
to camprehiend. That also is worth while., If fromi
modemn history 'and geograpliy as tauiglt in the
public schools of Canada, the Canadian boy is able
to know that hie belongs to one of the most in-
ex plicable, mysterious and mhagnificent countries in
the world, perhaps we should need to talk less about
flag-loyalty and Canadian navies and military train-
ing in the scliools.

MANUAL AND MILITARY TRAINING.
Then there is that modemn school-boy -hobby-

the gun. Several Canadian boys have been over in
England lateiy shooting for prizes at Bisley. We
may be heterodox and a.wee bit ancient-but we
don't came a continental whether these boys won
prizes at Bisley or not. We went crazy over Perry
once; lost our heads-and now nobody ever thinks
of Perry; flot to mention other celebrities that may
have got their athletic notions at the publie school.
We do know, however, that the awkcward squads
from the side-roads and busli-roads Of 1812 were
pretty much in evidence when the cail came to the
frontier; and that ten years ago the sel f-tauighlt
riders and marksmen of Canada.were riglit up witli
the best of them in South Africa.

1>As ta manual training-one of the ffiost corn-
pîetely modemn and organised innovations in the
school. Many a Canadian business man of to-day
got his manual training on the axe and the plough3_handle; the pitchfork and the.cross-cut saw. But
the days of ancient epic cunning are pretty well
gone, fromi Ontario at ieast-tiou'gli traces of them
remain ini the West. If the modemn boy is to have
any craft of his hands at aIl lie mnust iearn it a
scliool. Very good sa far as it goes. It was a fad
when it begaii; lias now becomie a fact. But no
matter liow systematic and scientiflc the manual
training of tlie school, tlie boy of niowadays will
neyer lie up in handcraft witli the country boy o
twenty years ago and more who had to wliac thing
up in a liurry with just sucli tools as came ta his
hand-and maybe liad to make the tools alsa.

BUGS, MOTHS AND BIRDS.
Nature study also stands ta tlie credit of the

twentieth century boy. Hie has gane out whmeia
chid ta, the woods and the fields to study fiowers
birds and bugs, Hie bas haunted the electric Iigh
poles in the suburlis on a summer nîglit trying wit
a dragnet on a pole ta ensnare tlie June bugs an
maths. We neyer had such luxurles. We ha
wire-warms ta keep from eating the seed-corn an
potato bugs ta kill; skunks tha t chickensan
coons that: husked the woodside corn; we knew the
habits of the hawk and the nest of the baldlieade
eagle; wliere ta find the woodchuck in the hili an
tlie muskrat in the creeklï and besides we had t
feed seven kinds of animais, drive balky horss
miik cows and wash sheep and-well, there's real
na use in the modern boy trying ta mystify us tak
ing about the anatomies of beeties and the proe
way ta aicoholise a snalce. We knew more natur
in a day than hie wîli ever know ini a year. u


