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Monsieur A rmand Lqvergn.

1MJ ARMAND LAVERGNE seems to occupy alv.place in the public mînd out of proportion
to bis importance. It is difficult to explain

just why this young mani should be the subj ect of
so many newspaper despatches. There are plenty
of cabinet ministers, financial magnates and other
public figures who might well envy the public in-
terest in every move nmade by this young politician.
As an intimate of Mr. Henri Bourassa, and leader
of the Nationalist movement in the Qpebec district,
be migbt be of somne importance at home. But why
should Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto be 50 in-
terested?

A f ew days ago it was announced that he was
one of the first to greet Mr. Borden as he came up
the St. Lawrence to Quebec on his return f rom
England. Next we hear that be bas applied to the
Minister of Militia to be sent as a military envoy
to the war in the Balkans. Now cornes the news
that he bas given up the Balkan trip to stand by
Mr. Monk in bis "fight for Canadian autonomy."
Apparently be suddenly realizes that Bourassa, Monk
and Lavergne have now another opportunity to add
to, their reputations during the approacbing session
of parliament.

Do these men really stand for something in Cana-
dian Mie wbicb the regular party politicians have
overlooked? Is it because tbey think less of the
"boaves and fishes" tban of principle that ,tbey
attract so mucb attention? Is their patriotism and
single-mindedness so exceptional in public life that
tbey bave become curiosities? If not, then what
is there bebind these men, two of whom are flot
even members of parliament, which enables tbemn
to keep a whole province in a foment, two national
political parties on edge, and the wboleCanadian
press curlous?

These men seemn to me to bave reacbed the singular
position wbere they are a third party holding a
balance of power in politics wbich bas eacb of the
straigbt-line parties in a state of fear. Without
Nationalist support Mr. Borden would bave but
a sniall majority in the House. With the Na-
tionalists on bis side, Sir Wilfrid Laurier tCould
almost force another general election. Are Monk,
Bourassa and Lavergne aiming at being King-
makers ?

which. there has been littIe or no reduction in
recent ,ýears.

Nevertheless, until the reductions are announced
by the Railway Commission, I arn content to believe
that Mr. Rogers was expressing a hope rather than
making a promise.

Chriatianity Takea the. Sword.
lA~S Christianity any rigbt to, take up the sword

f against the Turk? Thbis is a question wbich
the Greeks, the Serbs, the Bulgars and the

Montenegrins have answered in the affirmative. In
the words of the President of the Greek Chamber

The Courier's Naval Policy.

J UST now it seems necessary to nail our
colours to the mast. The "Oanadian

Courier" stands to-day where it has stood
for six years. Itisain favour o!,

L.A non-partisan settlement of the
naval policy.

2. A Canadian navy, buit as far, as pos.
sible in O4nada, and manned as far as
practicable by (Janadians.

Our policy was well defizied by M~r.
Borden in bis address at Halifax on Oc-
tober 14th, 1909, and we cannot do better
than reproduce bis remarks:

"The House of Gommons iýast session
laid do-wn a certain policy touehing naval
defence in which hoth political parti es
uniýted. It xnay not have satisfled the
aspirations of ail Conservatives, but it
seenied our bounden duty to place, if pos-
sible, above the limiits of partisan strife
-a question so vital and far-rahing, and
to attain the stanudard whi'ehhas for many
vears Lroverîner hioth nca1itýii-.l nu'tip ini

Germany and France and Britain, the three great
Christian nations, have allowed, according to King
Ferdinand, the Macedonian Christians to be prose-
cuted, persecuted' and massacred for twenty-five
years? If this is a just and necessary war then
the Christian nations, the 'big Christian nations,
stand convicted as un-Christian. Tu'rkey bas main-
tained ber present peculiar pos.ition among the
nations because supported by the big powers of
Europe. If King Ferdinand is right, then the Chris-
tianity of Europe is a farce. Perhaps the powers
were too bus3 planting colonies, building battleships,
encouraging commerce and providing for farcîcal
old-age insurance, to be able to give a tbougbt to
the suffering Christians under the aegis of the
Sultan. We send foreign missionaries to make
Christians out of Mohammedans, Buddbists and
other happy if ignorant people, and then allow tbem
to, be plundered and slaughtered.

This world is certainly one sad old mystery.

Warring Againat TIinga as T'hey Are.IF the Anglo-Saxon world is able to celebrate a
hundred years of peace it is still afflicted with
warring elements. Down in Lawrence, Mass.,

tbey are trying two men for disturbing the peace
during tbe Textile Strike of 1911. These men,
Ettor and'Giovannitti, are accused of advising the
strikers to "keep the gun sbops busy" and not to
fear the police nor the "tin soldiers witb their sharp
bayonets." One witness said that Ettor described
how the lamp-posts of Paris bad "been bung witb
the beads of the masters" after tbey had told the
working people "to go and eat grass." Similarly
the revelations which bave come from the trial of
industrial leaders in the West proves conclusively
that the social reformers of the lower classes are
fulIy determined to use violence if it is necessary
in their struggles against employers and capitalists.

In England the Pankhurst element amfong the
suffragettes seemis to bave gained the ýupper hand,
and a few days ago Mrs. Pankburst went so far as
to say, "I incite this meeting to rebellion.
those wbo can break windows, break thern....
the only limit we set is tbat buman Mie shaîll be
respected." These words indicate that the Pank-
burst suffragettes have learned no lesson from the
events of the past two years and are dètermined
to use force in support of their agitation.

Happily Canada bas been free from these warring
elements. The labour unions bave carried on their
work in a quiet and orderly manner, and such strikes
as we bave bad have seldom been accompanied by

rioting or bloodsbed. The Canadians are an orderly
people with an exceptional respect for Iaw and
order. This does not mean that we are making
Iess pro gress. It simply indicates that in the body
politic there is more intelligence and more common
sense than in the body politic in the United States
or in Great Britain.

declared that "the government of the day~ are goïng
to see tbat the freigbt rates of this country are re-
duced." He admitted that the western farmer is
suffering, claimed that the Borden administration
was the first to make a definite niove in the way of
brineinz the wbole subiect before the Railway Conii-


