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stopped. Frarn the ambusb of a gmocer's waggon lie

saw the couple descend, saw the driver toucli bis
bat in acknowledgmeiit af lis fare, saw lier glance

appreliensively up and down the street, beforo gather-
ing up t9b laIds of lier green skir.t, and slipping
furtively througb the.doorway. As the,man vanlsb.ed
after ber, Mellieli awoko ta a canedioueness that lie
was about ta lose tbem. The street door liad clased
again before lie conld reach it. Ia bis baste ta gain

admission lie impetuously pusbed every one af the
elglit new brase belle la rapid succession. The

autamatic lateli sounded a esponsive staccato, the
knob yielded ta bis band, and lie sprang inta the

Inner bail, stnmbling aver a scrub-woman's pal,
standing juet witbin the dim vestibule. Fram some-

wbere above- hlmi tbore floated down througb the

glaom of thenarraw staire thie sonnd a! voices and
a woman'e langliter.

Up tlirough tlie darkness, the closenees, the stale
odar of, cooked food, Melili sprang two steps at a
time. The physical strain bad told upon hie stmengtb ;
the throbbing beat of bis heart rang ln bis ears,
sliutting out othor sounde,.deadoning thonglit itselI.

As la a dream lie was consciaus o! so!tly opening
doars, and curions heade tbmust ont as be passed.
sunccessive landinge. That was the consequence of
hie rockless pressure on ail those new brase belle.
Hall way np the third fliglit lie wae Just la tirne ta
se the trail af the green maire vanleli tbrougli
the doorway of the front apartment. Same baw lie
managed ta caver the remaining distance and thrust
bis foot forward, juet as the door clased, ta ýkeep
ut from latching. At tbe same time lie knocked with
wrathfnl vigar. He heard lier startled eiclamatloti
as the door was finng open by a man wlia certainly
was nat Windoa Hinckley, a man whon lie had neyer
seen befare. "Well, my Iriend, wliat do yon want?"
the man asked sliarply. '"I want my wlfe!"1 Mellieli
gasped boarsely, and fiung, hîmeel! lato the raam.
As lie did sa ebe 'tumnod and faced hlm, a wamaný
witb coppery bair and a lizard green drese-lint not:
Nora, tbank Heaven, not Nara! He voiced the
thauglit wonderingly, incredulously: "Yon are nat
Nora!" It taak a minute or two for theo trutb ta
sink ln. He bad'foliowed the wrong couple tbrougb
a mile o! New York streets, lie lad tracked them
ta their lair, lie bail vialently broken la jupon t hem,
and aIl that lie could tlink ta say la explanation wvas

juet these four enigmatic wards, "Yau are nat Nora! "
He feit their lndicrous lnadequacy, as lie uttered
them. "Mercy, baw lie ecared me!". said the womani,
"I feIt sure that it was Samn!"

Melllsh suddenly felt strangely ebakon, strangely
faint and weak. Evemy thlng seemed ta bave grown
euriously black, blacker even than the etairs lie bad

Juet carne up, twa stops at a time. That wae It, lie
told himeel!, the stairs and the beat and the excite-
ment. He heard the man's voice saylng, brueqnely,
as If frmm cme remote distance, "Weil, now that

yen ltnow It isn't Nora, don't you tbink yeu had

better be going?" And thie womdan interposed liastiiy,
"1Jirn, can't you see the man Is sick? He le going ta

fali I' Mellieli tried ta get ta the doar, trled ta f rame
some words of apology, excuse, pratest, ail in one.
lnstead, lie callapsed weakly into a chair. It was a
nlew morris chair, witb gaudy piusli cuslians. His
iast canscious sensation was the stnffy srnell of new
uphoistery.

As thie haze cleared from bis eyes, the waman was

holding a thicli tumbler containing brandy ta bis lips

-the woman wbo lad'feit sure that he was Sam,
thie woman wliase hair was sa lîke Nora's, and whose
eyes and moutli were. sa diff erent. As' she leaned

over hlm, lie noted the cold, bold violet of ber eyes,

the irregnlarity- of ber teeth, one of tliem badly

blackened. Ia the immensity of bis relief lie feit
bis heart expand towards tliis clandestine couple
wba had been sa afraid that lie was Sarn, and wbo
now s0 plainly wisbed hlm ta ie; gone. It really
would have been awkward for tliem ta bave a

stranger serlously 111 ar dylng on their hands. Police.
reporters, caroner's ju ry-such were the fears that

lie read ln the attentions they farced upon hlm. No

wondfer they cbafed bis hands and spilled the brandy
dawn bis collar, In their haste ta cee hlm on bais
feet again! Yet lie was flot la theleast haste ta

lie gone. It was 'sncb a comfort ta lie there feebly,
witb eyes, haîf' closed, and -gaze.aronnd tbe raam.

Tbe dlngy wall.paper, tbe tawdry hanginge, thie cbeap

newness of the Third -Avenue furniture. ail bore ln

nDon hlm the realization tbat sncb *peaple and sucli

surraundings'did nat form 'a part af his world, 'of

Nora's world-tbat it was impossible ta malte Nora

fit îio any o! the rid >iculous pictures that hie, slck

fancles bad conjured up. Dalnty, fastidiaus 1Nora.

who always demanded tbe-beet af everytblng and

n sually got lt-why, lier very selfislinees wonld have
been proof armor against 'a rendezvoiis like this.

le alinost laugbed alaud, as he grasped the fui
absurdity' o! bis fears. He owed these twa a big
debt of gratitude for baving cured hlm, once for ail,

of bis chronlc jealausy. Wlth suddea energy ho
gatbereéd bis long, thin limbe together and rose ta

bis feot. As he backed hlmself ont Into tbe dingy
hall, wIth a final apology, he felt an lionest amuse-
ment at the visible relief of this man and woman,
the irregularlty o! wliose Ilves bad sa nearly touclhed
hlm.'

It was past their dînner boum when Melliehliat last
reached home. -Nara, radiant la her new lizard

green, opened, the door là persan, greeting, hlm

effnislvely, tea absorbed' la herseîf ta notice the dis-

order of his appearance. Wlndon was here, she told

hlm, and would stay te dinner. Windon? Weil, what

o! It? In the Joyons confidence o! bis new cure,
Mellish felt thatho. could afford ta be cordial even

ta Windon Hlncltley. Besides, lie thouglit, as ho
made a hasty toilet, It was at most only for an boum;
Nora wauld have ta excuse lierself as soon as coffee
was served, If she was golng ta the tlieatme with

A STAGE PICTURE IN REAL LI1F E
11E came bac< fromn the

trenches - the only
sore; back ta Winnipeg,

Mother and 'father and ail
the rest meet 'hlm at 'the
station. Here they are In the
street. They1re so giad ta
see him, they don't say a
word. It's ail ln the looks.
And looks are often decelv-
ing. If a stage manager had
charge of this group he
would have 1'ather busttilnu
Up along aide the .lad,
nudging hlm Into fIts of
liughter, mother crylng for
joy and the girls hanal in
on ta the outskirts, uncer-
tain whether to laudh or cry
or a littie of both. Humian
nature stages happiness-ae
it realty ls; too deep down
somnett¶1es for theatricai ex-

pression.

binm to-niglit.
The dainty dînner scored the success that Nora',

dinners always scored when they were nlot dinifli
alone. Nora herseif was, as usual, nervously voluble
"How did Mrs. Faversliam's luncheon go off? WhY

there bad flot been any luncheon. She hoped b*
had flot been foalish enougli ta try to meet her. Mrs
Faversbam had teleplioned that it .was postponed
lier cousin bad flot corne from Buffalo, after ail.'
Then, turning suddenly to Hlncley, "Tell me, Winl
don, about that mysterlous cousin of yours, Cousil
Nelly, lsn't it? Your sister says that you wern
desperately in love with her once. Wliat is she like
Is she haîf as nice as 1 arn?"

As lie looked across thie dinner table at Nora
dimpling under Hinckley's fiattery, suddeniy Mellishbý
elation fell. Tliey liad shut' hlm out., those tWV
young congenlal spirits; they bad forgotten lie W-W
there. The old familiar spasm gripped bis heart
He realized that he was nlot cured after ail; th'
wonder was he had. fot realized it sooner.Ii
bizarre blunder in fallowing the wrong couple al
through a summer afternoon was no proof of Nora'
innocence. Ta-niglit, like every' other night, he wa

powerless to read the trutli aI a single word tha
'feil from those red, mutinons lips, a single glanec
shat from those wide, gray eyes, a single tbough
beliind that serene white brow, with its wonderfl
crown of shimmering copper., Once more lie boWe
his elionîders under the incubus af bis unreasaniiD
jealousy. Long after dinner was over lie continue
to sit lu the dinîng-room; bis coffee growing col
before hlm; bis cigar slowly turnIng ta aslies wber'
it smouldered in bis saucer. The dlock 'on the mante
sbeif struck nine, -when at last he ronsed hirmel
and drew from bis pocket the theatre tickets tha
Nora bad forgotten ta ask about-the splendid ais'
seats tliat be had equally forgotten ta show ta he
At Intervals Hlnckley's boylsh, penetrating laU1g
echoed do-wn the length of the hall, Tbougbtfull
MellIeli tare the tickets across the middle, drapPe
them in b s saucer witb tlie ashes, lit a fresh ciga
and pansing at the parlar doar long enougb ta fraflI
bis usual flîmsy excuse, put on bis bat and passe
out into the summer niglit.

Britain vs. Germany
Editor Canadian Courier:

Mr. Maore's article in. a recent Courier,wb
ably argued out, is nevertheless grossly mialeadifli
and bis comparisone are, ta say the least, "aderons,
Germany not only forbid tlie use o! Frenchi, or 21r'
language but German la the echools of co nquere
terrltory, but forbid tbeir use anywhere in publi
Now, compare this witb the Britishi practice. Ir' a
lier colonies and thie Dominions tbe citizene niaY (J"
any language tbey choose. Tbougb witli the 8eCO

tion of Southi Africa and aur Dominion the Ofl
language le the English. In the Dominion pali
ment Frenchi and Englisb are equally used, and 1
corded, lu Haneard. If Mr. Moore wiil consuit t
mucli damned "Instruction 17" of the Ontario Act
will see tbat both French and Englieli tuition 16 Pl
vided for. And as this is an overwhelminglY Iý
lish-speakng Province, It la made obligatory tht tl
chuîdren in the Frenchi settlements sbould be tau5g
to aspeak and write Englisb as well as Frencb- Tl
course pravides for the, study of French itlterattl
histary and composition. This le hardly teo be el"
acterized as Germankultur. In Qnebec Province t]
officiai language Is French, and provision le, nice,
Engilis schools for the EnglIel minorlty the'
Promn the above- Ihink we bave no reason te 181le

a failure of Brltlsh Justice and freedom, or atI>
critIcal attitude towards Germany.

UNITED EMPIRE LOYALIS'

T WO Tommaies were strolling ldly along the~ StreT wh<en they chanced ta gaze into an rtat
sliop wlvndow.

Being soldiers, tliey bath hadl an eye for a Pe
girl, and there wlthin the sbop was a real MWn1

"Sandy," whîspered Mute, "sbure, she's jUS5tt
faireat colleen my eyes liv Iver rested on. i
mysil! that'll go la and \buy something, an' Pe 1

she will have a smile forNpIe."
1 is campanion came frôùn "ayant the TGd

his answer proved.
"I'll gang wl' ye," lie saMd. "But, boot, 1n0 '

neednae spend a bawbee. A' ye bey tae dae i
ask ber fuir change o' a shilin'."-Tit-Bilt5.


