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s, 1 know that, of course."
ýll" continued Curtiser, 'II believe that by sho'w-

ýavers the proof 1 can force hlm. ta settie daml

r;ithout a tria." ý

now, but, wbat klnd of a story wi1l YOU Put UP

Lr clients?"
at is comparatIvely an, e asy matter. 1 arn con-

' bserved Curtiss iraflically, "that if they a

leir inoney witbout baving to pay the heaVyY

of a trial, It will sufficientiy soften anY feeling

ange which they muay ezitertain."

u are beyond me,"' laughed Rogers. 41 can't

lat 1 agrae with your attitude. But 1 arn wili-

baiep you," hae added sincerelY.
ties went ta the talephoene and asked Evans to

'it!' bis caîjeagues immedlately.

'y cama. The spokesman for tha plaintiffs

dsagely lu acquiescence ta the lawyer's pro-

Whether they irnagiuad there.,was an Airican

fance or not they said uatbing.- Their materlal

lits Were concernad with the diinlished llaw%-

fee.
au they haqd gone Curtiss poured out a glass,

andy and swallowad It at aglp Il arn going

La have it out with Travers," he said.

>od luck ta, yen, aid man," Rogers called after

Ls hae closed the door.

-E two men faced aach othar. The attitude of

ha lawyar was one of strainad courteSY; of tha

scarcely coucealed eagernass.

)u have tbought botter of my Pro posai,"$ said

ýrs blandly. "Have a seat," hae motioned cour-

Iy to a chair.
i)refer ta stand," said Curtlss pointedly. III do

repose ta mince mattars .with yau, Mr. Travers.

Is get ta business.
'bat Is your gane ?" asked the other coldlY.

0 garne about It. Our proof is so couviflclug that

lients and I have concluded that provided YOU

complote sattiernent af ail 0utstauding Iaimsý

'ill withdraw proceedings."
rn1-rn," musad Travers. He could attach 11o ether

ling ta sncb a. proposai than lack oft confidence.

huckled ta himselt. Then ta Curti55:

ou are obscure, sir. Pray ba more ex~Plldlt."

assure yau, sir," raplied Curtiss wlth constdeI'-

Rasperlty, "'that I cau. make the inatter clear ta

W.ýouldun't be hore If 1 didn't, have conviflcllg

f 0fyour guilt. My motive lu desiIring Yen to

e is because I ish ta avaid incuring unneces-

expense on my clients. » l that clear, sir?"

FO," returued Travers wlth biting irony. "Youi

Pardon me if I observe that I bave Only youi'

SresPecting, the proot."1lovn
Il'tiss controlled hirmseif with dilultY. ~v
ýr? ta Travers' desk, ha gripped the aides anld

ed the inal full Iu the face.

'ars quailed slightly batare the IntensitY of the

r! gaze, but he only sald:
%au are quita dramatic, sir; proceed."

-wlwyr~as losing bis tempar. IIThan!".

ed at the other, "if 1 show you the proof 'WilI

agree ta sattie?",
lut YOu, have no proof."

have, and Jr repeat, sir, wlll yati agree ta 58ftl

show if te yau?",
ra.vers bagan ta realiza that the a Jwyer -as in

let but hae said evenly, "'Let me sec yOux-'

r Proof, as yau cail if."

DYO 'u agrea ta sattie if 1 do?"

naan our impudence!" snarled T~ravers5. "

deVil do you fake me for? Do yen thlUk nie 54

Cnt as te suppose that yau would seel< a Settle
- - .41fi vou~
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brought against him, wauld have turne before the trial

to -find -a loophale in the ev-idence, large euioughi to

m àk the autcOfli af the case doubtful. MVoreover,

it was the trial which lie w#lshed ta avoid.

In his anger Curtiss had almost forgotten the

cause of his comlng, but as bie opened the door. ta

leave he paused. "Teli jne--tbat you wîll d1o sornie-

thing."1 The strange words were as clear ta hira es

tbough spo ken. Ha closç4. the door and turned ta

Travers..

"You will have ana mare chance.".

Travers iaughed sýarcatiCallY. "Your generositY,

sir, is exceeded only by youIr-Your anxietY."

Curtiss paid no head ta the rernark. "You are

awa ,ra, are you not, that one of your part-

nors has lait the clty."
"'Who? 1 do not catch your meaflifg.

"The naine," said Curtiss, eyelflg the

other lnteutly, "«Is E. H., Bear."

Travers shlfted -un-

easily in bis chair.

"No, I did not know it."

Curtiss knew the mnan

was telllng the truth.
"Well, what bas that

got ta do wit! this
thing?» snarled Trav-
ors.'

"Evarythiflg! Let me

refrashen your inem-
ory. You may doubt-

less recollect that Bear

bad, a certain latter in

bis possession witb

your signature affixed
to It. Somethiflg lu

.the nature of an agree-

ment or plan," ha added, pointedly.

"II doni't k.now wbat you mean," hissed Travers.

He had ppded vislbly and was trenblliig.

"ITha plan," went on Curtiss, "was somathlng

like this- Youl were ta ralse the price of shares

In your colnpany and keep a graduai Iucrease up

ta a certain point. That point would be when ai

shares were sold. Then there was ta ha a suddei

slumfp wban the sharas ware te renmain at so lowi

figure that the buyers would ba forced ta sali. A

that point youi' agents were te again buy up tih

sbares-whlch they did."

"Proceed,» sald Travers, buskly.

-Wa suspected sometblng o~ft1ie sort-iu fact wer

certain about youi' maans, but we had no proo:

However, we made it worth the whlle of your lat

secretary ta give us any informXation if hae had it t

give. He sald you had writtali a lettpr ta Bear, wh

was then in Denver. We sent a man eut there wh

made the case ouit pretty strong to Bear and finail
- ~.. ,1 - mrreniIer the lette

,our ignaurd.i
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you empioy this ineans. Yau certainly have no love

for me. I shouid thlnk you would have Preferrd the

ntorlety-tha beroic display f dlsgraciug me in

public. erhaps, though," he addad sarcastically,

"thera may be saine sinister reason of whicb I arn

unaware. The unusualness of this-this Interview

bas thrown iea ff mir guard."'
"Mr. Travers,"I replied Curtiss coidiy, '"I have ai

ready stated my reasons. Yon are at liberty ta infer

wbat you please. Good day, sir," and hae was gane.

O N the cuisbtoned carpet of the well-appalnted
sltting room-jusf off the alegunt parlor ai tha

Travers rsidence, a littia boy and girl wera building

casties out of blocks.
,Sistar! Sister !- iisped tira girl. "Look! Charls

is going ta biow Up the cste wvth bis littie cannn,"

and she danced abot clapplng ber bauds Iu ecstasy.

Jîeantte Travers had not heard the chlldl5b pi'attle.

Her thoughts were far away. She 'wondered fear-

fuly wbat wouid be the outeome f, the interview.
'1m.,'- ,étn't voii loolk?" sriekad the little miss,

Btte ti
S, 1 d

t itu fun, olndaw.e

wbat you were

mis, hae sald: "Camle,
anothar raom.
se kiudlinass bearned
Ferlug, turuad lu ber
ittar wlth yon to-day,

at the trial, are you,

guard.


