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as to justify the neglect of your chil- | WHY DO YOU §COWL?

dren. ‘ ‘

Too busy, do you Bay, to have a |
ghare in the rearing of your family? |
Then you are too busy to have a fam- |
ily. You have no more moral right to
be a father if you cannot find time to
do the work of a father than you have
to be an aldermanif you cannot find
time to do the work of an alderman,

Many a father spends more time on
his driving horse or his automobile
than he does on his boy; and yet he
expects that boy to be a credit to him.
That father makes a serious mistake
who will not take time to be a compan-
jon to his bO{ :

God pity the father whose boy goes
away from him and to others.for coun-
sel and sympathy. And especially, God
pity the boy!

Do you want to save your boy, your
girl? Then make home the dearest spot
on earth. Make it just as attractive
and cheerful as you can—not for the
occasional -guest, but for the boy and

girl.

Wise Fathers and Mothers.

President Roosevelt’s wise words, in a
recent speech in Maine, strike home- up-
on an important phase of the higher
life of the household: “Every father
of a large family—and being an old-
fashioned man I believe in large fam-
ilies—knows that if. he has to do well
by his children he must try to do well |
. by himself. Now haven’t you. in your |
own experience known men—and I am
sorry to say even more often women
—who think that they are doing a favor
to their children when they shield them
from any effort? When they let the
girls sit  at ease .and read while. .the
mother does all the housework? ‘Don’t
you know cases like that? I do, yes
when a boy:will bé -brought . up -to be
very ornamental ana noc useful? Don’t
you know that, too? Exactly. Now
those are not good fathers and mothers.

hey are foolish fathers and mothers.
They are not being kind, they are sim-

ply silly.”

Letting Alone.

Often a mother' must stand aside and
let her children alone to work out their
own problems. But to a certain extent
she is' responsible for them and cannot
evade her responsibility. = No mother
should allow her daughter to drift into
an undesirable friendship which may
ripen into love, and may affect an en-
tire life, or two lives. Not by antagon-
ism, but by subtle and tactful influenc-
ing, the mother should, so to speak,
shape her daughter’s love affairs.

Mere letting alone is like mere sit-
ting still. It may mean shipwreck. It
may mean ruin, it may mean death.
Interference is sometimes injudicious,
but letting alone is disastrous. The

¢ The writer remembers that years ago

Does it improve your looks? Not
even so much as the thundercloud in |
a summer sky, for it, at least, gives |
signs of the sun behind.

Does it add to your popularity? Not
while a sunny disposition is the winner
as friend maker and keeper.

Does 'it heighten your charms? Not |’
to those who count sullenness the dead-
liest fault a woman can have. ,
Does it boost your chances in life?
Not with the man who has ever had
the ill-luck to employ a sulky worker.
Does it' keep you young looking? Ask
the masseuse who has to wage war on
that heavy line between the eyes and
the crow’s feet at the corners.

Does - it ‘make  life  sweeter? The
sweetening power of a ‘scowl is as salt
in ‘the sugar bowl or vinegar in the
molasses jug.

Does it make things easier? ' About
as easy as sand on & ballroom floor, or
running an unoiled jigsaw.

Does it pay? Not' until ecrossness
becomes currency for content, .and 'a
frown is pagemaker for a smile,
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FOREVER BLAMING ROUND

when he was living in the country there
was an old man living not far distant
who had “a time of it” trying to live
in peace with a termagant of a wife.
The old man was eager for peace and
harmony, but. tht old lady was always
looking for trouble and ereating it when
it did not exist, as is common with such
unfortunates.  One day the old man
came over to the writer’s home much |-
depressed and seemingly on the verge of
teami.‘e When asked the cause of his
woe-hegone appearance, he said:

V' “Ohy;-it’s Elfzy ‘Ann). Same old story
——blaming ’round, forever ~an’ forever
blaming ’round!  No matter whether
you do what she wants you “to" or
what she dosn’t want you to, she
blames ’round all the same! Turrible
to ‘be born that a-way!”" ,

It certainly is “turrble” to be born
with a disposition to “blame ’round” all
of the time, and it is sorrowfully true
that the discontent and the unhapginess
that® run reampant: in so many homes
arises from the fact that there is
someone in- the house: who is “forever
blaming ’round” This' chronic tendency
to find fault, to censure instead of
praise, to: be ever ‘on the alert for
something to eriticize -and condemn, is
a disease as insidious and disastrousin
results as diseases that destroy the
body. It ‘is as truly a disease a8 con-
sumption, but is far ‘more possible of
self-cure. It is a disease .quite within
the range of our new methods: of men-
tal healing or mind curing, and it is
unfortunate that more people afflicted
with this disorder do mnot try ‘to be
cured of it. Fault-finding can become
a habit as vicious in its tendencies
as some of the actual immoralities of

true safeguard is found in that sweet
confidence between mother and daugh-
ter which makes them sharers of each
other’s thoughts, and renders secrets be-
tween them impossible.

A Merry Heart.

A merry heart is the best medicine.
Have you ever tried what the sunshine
spirit will do? Try it for ome month
and you will never go back to the nag-
ging fault-finding life.

A woman with a family of half a
dozen little children has a hard time.
Everybody knows it and extends ready
sympathy; but if this woman talks
morning, noon -and night about her hard
times, and her six children, and the
mending, she soon loses the sympathy
of her friends and becomes a by-word in
the district. Let her on the other hand
take the best view of it; let her talk
of the joy she gets out of her children,
let her laugn her way along in spite of
her tears, and she will become a min-
istering angel at her own fireside, and
an inspiration to all her friends. .

Every woman should resolve that if
possible she would never scold. It ac-
complishes no good, but it prevents that
flow of affection which is the condition
of all happy, healthy home life. )

One who perceives that the big thing
in life is harmony, peace and friendship,
and that possessions are but secondary
will have but little time for the scold-
ing life. Read these two little clip-
pings and see if they do mnot contain
worthy ideas:

life, and the chornic fault-finder can
| wreck the peace and happiness of the
| home as easily as it is sometimes wreck-
led by the intemperate husband and fa-
' ther. Indeed intemperate men are oft-
en exceedingly kind and good when they
'are not under the influence of liquor,
'but the chronic fault-finder rarely laps-
es into kindness and tenderness.
The man or woman who is “forever
| blaming ’round” should be a sorry ob-
| ject for his or her own contemplation,
and such persons owe it to themselves,
to their friends, to society in general, and
'to their Creavor in particular, to put
themselves through a course of self-
treatment and reorganization that will
make them fit to dwell with those who
are kindly and generous and who are
seeking to advance the common good of
the world. The chronic and caustic
critic is about as great and ugly a blot
as one wil find on the fair face of crea- \
tion. May his kind decrease! |

A Wise Observation.

While the threshers were at a certain
farm-house the little boy came in and |
told his mother that the boss of the
machine was saying some Very bad
words, “But,” said his mother, “ that
man’s mother died when he was a little
so he had no one to tell him that it
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boy
was. wrong to say such words.”
The little fellow went out again, but |

very soon returned and said, “ Mother, I |
think there are a lot of men out there |
that- lost their mothers when they were }
| little boys.?
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