
The Way of Prayer
* We talk war, we read war, we think war,
andI so we may as well, write war, for no-
body will consider any other topic. We
have been at it now so long, and the losses
and horrors havecorne so close to us, that
we are beginning to sec things more clearly.
We have had time, to temper our early en-
thusiasm., Intelligent judgment is taking
the place. of . rash ýassurance. .Amo ng the
ideas that are. now coming to the fore is
one that- it m ay, seem strange for. a secular
Io urnal to emphasize. And yet it là an idea
fhat must domýnate ail our thinking and act-
i ng. 'Ifis 'the old idea that God lives and
moves ini history.- When He wills He ex-
aits, and when He wills He destroys. There
is- only one, way- to. win in this struggle, and
if is to get in. lne with God. Anatiemas
are useless, threats are idie, and argument
isjjuipossibleý. We must appeal to the
Higher Court.
I heard'a. gentleman say yesterday that

he cannot pray over this; that lie-cannot ask
Q64 to bless him or bis country in war.
Sgrely lie does -not think that God lias
c1ýanged. He would indeed be a strange
God if in this age, as in aIl ages, He did not
grow impatient with sin and wrong, and-
ctuelty, and if He did not protect and ýshield
those who are His ministers of rigliteous-
ness and justice..

Sometimes it does us good to read an old
narrative. Read it once again!1

"Now Elisha was fallen sick of the sick-
ness wliereof lie died. And Joash, the king
of Israel, came down. unto him, and wept
over bis face and said, Oh, my father, my
father! the chariot of Israel and the horse-
man thereof! And Elisha said unto him,
Take bows and arrows: and lie took unto
him bows and arrows. And he said unto
the King of Israel, Put thine hand upon the
bow; and he put bis hand upon it: and
Elisha put bis hands upon the King's hands.
And lie said, Open the window eastward;
and lie opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot:
and lie shot. And lie said, The arrow Qof
the Lord's deliverance and the arrow of de-
'iverance from Syria; for thou shaît smite
the Syrians in Aphek till tliou hast con-
sumed tliem. And lie said, Take the ar-
rows: and lie took them. And lie said
unto the, King of Israel, Smite upon the
ground: and lie smote thrice and stayed.
And the man of God was wratli with him,
and said, Thiou shouldest have smitten five
or six times. Then liads't thou smitten
Syria tili tliou hads't consumed it: whereas
now thou shalt smite but tlirice."

This is how God expressed Himself in
olden days, and there is no reason why He
sliould flot express Himself in similar fasli-
ion to-day.

Here we are face to face witli the great-
est power of evil the world lias ever known
-a form of governmnent, the most tyran-
nical, the most reactionary, that the mind
of mnan lias ever conceived, a form of life,
as judged by the actions of a brutal sol-
diery, as. corrupt, as cruel and as heartless,
as hell itself. If God loves truth and holi-

*n.ess, H-e must wish for the destruction of
such a power. The only question is this
-Can He trust us or choose us to be His
agents. On two conditions He wiIl do s0
-fi rst, that we be pure; and second, that
we I)c strong and of good courage. -We do
flot propose to advocate prayer as the
refiie- of a coward, but as the source of
stren,. ,lh to the strong and brave, and we

he'i fot to say that in the end this wvar
w! won by praver an-d sacrifice-not
t1ll( er of craven Îhearts, but of men and

I 4rong in conviction, burning to
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right the wrong, to make God'swill prevail
on Earth even as in Heaven.

"More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wlierefor

let tliy voice
Rise like a fountain for me, niglit and day.
For what are men better than sheep'or

goats
That nourish a blind life within the brain,
If knowing God, tliey lift not hands of

prayer
Both for tliemselves and those wlio cal

them friend ?"
And so the man of prayer is in the figlit-

ing line. Every Joash in the trenches
sliould have an Elisha in the hiome guard,
urging him as a propliet of the Lord to
smite other modern Syria until it is con-
sumed. This is the great lioly war of all
the ages. Germania delenda est.

And it may be that if we are loyal and
true and of good courage we shall bear as
did His cliosen people of old through their
cliosen leader: "Fear ye' not, stand still, and
sec thie salvation of the Lord, wliich He will
show to you to-day: for the Egyptians
wliom ye have - seen to-day ye shaîl see
again no more forever."

Modern Indiustry
It'is a very briglit picture one can conjure

up of life on a Canadian farmn fifty years
ago. Tlie outstanding feature of that life
was the fact that«on'the farm was m-tde or
produced practically everything nere ssaty
to subsistence. Food, clothing, toys, im-
plements, liousehold necessities-alI were
made by the busy liands of the goodlieuse-
wife, or her 'family of growing soQns and
daugliters. One can picture, during the
course of the year sucli scenes as the quilt-
ing bec, the paring bec, the corn-liusking,
the preparation of wool and the spinning of
it, the making of soap and starch, the hop-
picking, the making of vinegar and cider,
and good old-fashionied home-made cheese.

Those days have gone. The factory lias
superseded the home. Everything that
man iïfeeds or wislies can now be obtained
ready-made in great variety and abundance.
That whicli formerly was produced after
great expenditure of time and labcr, may
now for a few cents be purchascd at a
neigliboring store. In cvery department
of life as mucli as can be donc by a few
people in a few hours as was formerly donc
by hundreds of people in a wcek. Think of
the multiplying power of a scwing machine,
a linotype, a rotary press, a scîf-binder, a
stamp-machinc in the modern post-officc.
Wcll do we boast of the triumphs of mod-
demn industry.

And yet the advances have not been made
witliout cost. Indeed, so great bas the cost
been that many people say our gains have
flot begun to equalize our losses. Truc,
there lias been a saving of time and encrgy;
truc there is greater variety and richness in
production, but it is claimed that the work-
ers tliemselvcs have Iost character, powcr
and individuality during the great transfor
mation. This is, indeed, a serious charge,
for no amount of material gain can counter-
balance even a slight spiritual loss. One
of the most unfortunate things that could
befall society would be this-that people
should place work above the, worker, that
they should think in terms of material pro-
duction rather than in terms of free spirituial
developmnent. In the long mun that alone is
best ivhich makes for strong -nanhood and
noble womnanliood, peace,happiness and joy
in the liearts and homes of ail. On visiting

large faetory recently a writer compli-

3

mcnted the owncr upon the provision madé
for pure air, cleanliness, supply of 'water,
regulation of temperature, and endéd by exu-
pressing his satisfaction that modern fao-
tories gave so mucli attention to t he: health
of the employees. To this the ov*vner
plied, "Make no mistake; this is nôt'donix
for the sake of the workers, but only to iii-
sure a 'better product." That statement,
if it could be endorsed by employees <g .ener-
ally would be the mest damning.reficctio*..
upon the mnethods of moder 'industry. We'
have a streng feeling that employer8 ,as a
class have much greater regard for thp
health and happiness of their workers tha*-
the owncrs of this factory, but it- is*- Ù11
abundantly true, that in the'.mad rush tê
promote industrial efficiençy men hà#îal
most forgotten about health and home &am
morals.

Induutry and Educatios

Education is a lifelong proe.th 'ù
human beings for, society, for seU'* f,
for industry, for parenthood and. citkziw"
and for ail noble ýenjoyMient. Thoingfr-v*
have schools and universities we have g"e
ignorance* and'wholesale poverty. .V
noratlce and poverty by-produceso ~s
try? In some cases thiscan b. t 'u~
yond discussion., When year afi~ry~
dustry claimA from'the scîhoàls t o=

of Young people who have not enê
the elementary branches, there in oî ?h
thing that can pessibly lappen.Young people remain ignorant,-ami w*earnings will neyer exceed- the liniit qaiengaged in low-grade industy
who examines the situaion el'
ced that in spite of chuld labor l"
ail other laws affecting the welf.r
dren, conditions are far- from st~ g
Men and women are becoming mm o mw >
chines; tliey are losing their spirituil q*se
The very scliools are becoming commé'réà~4
ized. Nothing that is taught 18 vai*.4 "*,
less it can be converted into dollars. ,lt1#
true that tlie sehool should emphUf*ê
rather than ignore such subjects as hea1t,
general intelligence, moirality. So'Moho*
or other the soul of the Young wore ma
be saved. Is it truc, too, that in schools «4
ganized and supported by- the State, or ý,
workers themselves, the truc relation of thâ
worker and his family to industry ahould bé
set forth.,

Industry and Morlflty

The corrupting effects of industry -are
only too apparent. Owners of tenemepts
do not caîl thernselves infanticides, a.thôug-h
the death-rate in tenements is twice thit
outside of theirs. A factory owner =4y te-
cape condemnation as a murderer, .oven: if
one liundred die froni smoke or fire i a
single room. Our moral sense is dulled by
modern industry. We have grown 80 Ac-
customed to the wrong that we are unabla
to sec it. "The menta energy of tiar ablüu"t
men lias been too largely expended -ià 'i.
dustrial organization in service of greed, for
dividends. We have been taught too I~
that the profit motive is the best of whlç
we are capable. The failures and értiM'''
which we sec, we attribute te the foIy o,:f
human nature, not, as the factsý demand, to
the corroding power of industry on, a bas
fundamentally immoral. We can retrieve
our integrity only as we corne te accept as
our ideal service instead of profit, and this'
UiIl be achieved only as industry becomes
a city, a state and a national service. Puib-
lic owncrship of great utilities is nece-sary
tQ the moral life of our people.?"


