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Woman and the Home

The Divine Heritage of Childhood
By Louis Schrieider.

UST now our educators are much

) ,J concerned with the question of what

to do regarding the prevalence of
love affairs among children at school,
These affairs, they say, keep the chil-
dren from giving dueattention to their
studies, lower their averages, and in the
end have a tendency toward creating a
condition conducive to their moral de-
cadence, leading to their ultimate ruin.

That this is in & measure true, there
ig small doubt, and there are but few
arents who will deny that such a con-
dition exists to quite 'a marked extent,
but it is always the children of other
parents, and not their own who are
culpable. That their own children may
be involved in. such affairs they are
loath to admit, even when short-comings
are specifically pointed out, often giving
recognition of the terrible facts only
when they are thrust upon them to
their shame and gorrow.

And then they will probably ascribe
the fault to baneful influences abso-
lutely beyond their sphere of control,
What would these good folk say if one
were to tell them that the cause of
these conditions can be traced directly
to themselves?

And yet it is often too true. There is
nothing under the sun more utterly
foolish than the habit some people have
of talking to children scarcely out of
their cradles about “beaux” and “sweet-
hearts.” And yet the habit is wide-
spread, and indulged in by many who are
otherwise discerning folk. As soon as
the child is old enough to distinguish
between children of the opposite sex it
is subjected to such banterings as, “Your
little sweetheart is coming to see you
to-day,” “Kiss your little sweetheart
good-bye,” and others equally silly. It
gives them a distorted view of things,

. one altogether out of Keeping with their

understanding of life as it is, and by
the time they have attended school sev-
eral terms it is small wonder that they
have arrived at the condition of which
there is at present so much complaint.

Still it may be that a boy or girl has
escaped in earlier years only to fall a
victim after having attained a close de-
%ree of companionship with some girl or

0y.

It is to be doubted if there are many
who have not known of if they have not
actually been guilty in, at least one in-
stance where the fine companionship of
a boy and girl has been marred by this
ill-advised practice. A single offence is
bad enough, but if the course is per-
sisted in, it will not be long before the
frank, open comradeship of the children
is gone, for there has been forced upon
them a disquieting glimpse of something
of which the latent germ stirred at the
suggestion,—something of which they
had not until then known, and so could
not understand. And not being able to
understand they could never again meet
on the same footing, and they drifted
apart, the girl to join a clique, of “He
said,” “I said,” gigglers, the boy to find
companionship among a group of boys
who by the same tactics have had forced
upon them a cognizance of sex distine-
tion before knowledge has had an oppor-
tunity to combine with wisdom and dis-
cretion,

Many causes have been assigned to the
prevalence of the social evil, but if the
precise  signification of the various
causes could be ascertained, or the great
primal cause determined, it would not

be surprising to know that the judg-
ment had fallen near, or even upon, this
custom, for its malign influence is thrust

 upon the children at an earlier time than

any othier. Their immature understand-
Ing 1s woain and again confronted with
_tlle suggestion that there is something
In this companionship of boy and girl
tlmf_ 1= not right, Their power of per-
ception is intensified before their power
of 1o ming and knowledge of them-

selves fins been sufficiently developed.”

and vroat harm is done, whereas, if left -
to th m=elves, the normally constituted
bov or ¢irl would innately deem the
other svorthy of all the kindness, court-
€sV. =t consideration of which each is |

To force upon them in even

the remotest degree the thought that
these attentions are anything but na-
tural—to pervert, exaggerate, or clothe
them with an equivocal meaning is noth-
ing short of pernicious, and the practice
should not be tolerated. Every offender
should be tactfully, yet in a manner not
to be misunderstood, rebuked.

Nature will take care of this matter
in due time and in her own good way,
and the one who tries to hurry or per-
vert Nature in this respect is robbing
childhood of its finest rights—the plea-
sure of play and growth of the young
as child  with child. Insist that your
children be allowed to grow into strong
manhood and pure womanhood in a per-
fectly natural manner. It is their di-
vine heritage.
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Baby’s Little Stomach
By An M. D. )

I wonder how many mothers have a
good conception of the size of a baby’s
stomach. If the number were not small,
I am sure babies would not be overfed
so often.

In the first three weeks of life the
average capacity of the infant’s stomach
is about one ounce. At the end of four
weeks, by means of a surprising trans-
formation, it has attained a capacity
of two and® one-half ounces. At eight
weeks w2 find its capacity a little over
three ounces, while at the twelfth week
its capacity is still below four ounces,
and, what is more, ite continues bclow
up to twenty weeks. From these
figures, which are probably accurate, one
can see how easy it is to overfeed in-
fants in the first few months of life,
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overfeeding being at the bottom of a
very large per cent of all the ailments
of these little ones, as well as of chil-
dren of a “larger growth,” for that
matter. ‘

It is to be noted that the stomachs of

bottle. or artificially-fed. infants are re-.

latively larger than those of breast-fed
infants, and it is significars¢ as show-
ing the results of overfeeding, namely,
dilation of these tiny stomachs, nature’s
method of finding storage for quantities
she does not need. Artificially-fed ba-
bies are the more in danger of bcing
cverfed.

’Tis a Marvellous Thing.—When the cures
effected by Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil are
considered, the speedy and permanent relief
it has brought to the suffering wherever it
has been used, it must be regarded as a mar-
vellous thing that so potent a medicine should
result from the six ingredients which enter
into its composition. A trial will convince
the most skeptical of its healing virtues.
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it 1s heard.
from which the talking

ear.

This new invention has

new art, the culminati

Re-Creates

Numerous great artists—singers

papers, admit that they cannot

Edison’s Re-Creation of it.

|
in experiments alone. It

who is licensed by Mr. Edison

sell this new invention.

is known by its inventor’s name.

machine. ~ It does not give a mere
mechanical and only approximate repro-
du&ion of musical sounds.

—have sung and played in direct comparison with
Edison’s Re-Creation of their work, and the musical
critics of more than two hundred of America’s
principal newspapers, i the columns of their own

an artist’s veice or instrumental performance and

\ W atch your local papers

for the announcement of a merchant in your locality,

Ask for the booklet
“What the Critics Say.”

THOMAS A. EDISON, Inc.
Dept. 7461 Orange, N. J.

Were you ever “fooled”
by a talking machine ?

If you ever heard a talking ‘machine without
seeing it, did you, even momentarily, imagine
that someone was singing or playing ?

Probably there are few so unmusical as to be unable
to detect the talking machine tone the very instant
There is one instrument, however,

machine tone is absent, an

instrument which Re-Creates all forms of music in
a way that actually deceives the most highly trained
t is Thomas A. Edison’s new invention,

The NEW EDISON

no coined trade name. It
It embodies a
on of four years’ research ¢

work by Mr. Edison in chemistry and acoustics,
during which time he spent over two million dollars

is not a talking

It actually

Mousic

and instrumentalists

distinguish between

to demonstrate and

Anna Case

The Miracle Girl of the Metro-
politan, whose bewitchingly beau-
tiful soprano voice was chosen for
the first test to determine whether
Edison had actually succeeded in
achieving his ambition to Re-Create
the human voice so perfeétly that
his Re-Creation could not be distin-
guished from the original. Since
then many other great artists have
made similar * tests—always with
the same successful result.

Hear Edison’s Re-Creation of
Anna Case’s voice,-and then hear
her at the Metropolitan or when
she is on concert tour.

This photograph shows Miss Case
attually singing in dircét comparison
with Edison’s Re-Creation of her
voice,
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