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Th esenHoeMo /i',Wipc7 a
ail Orderah etrnfo eM ttiîy a

>raging the littie .4.b6onet,O -niiîtjbçwind, which increi e er .r

ber-o -lu,. _weUover on, ber side. ,The
suddeû rol caused tbe cabin door ta
swing suddeuly , ta and close.. There ret
%as a stout iran hasp and padlack au su]
the cabin door, andas that door wa8
the only means of exit fromt beow, N:
Ligc, acting ,abvbptIy uu n byothe Kg
;Î4Iie of the, moment, urgeb ot

y~rs f sujection,.- sAs n t thtn
companionW an id stpe the pad- ha

eir =4a lae, fsudhe Sym n sM

There was a stream ai exclama- lu
tions, questions and demands from gt
below, but Lige steeled bis bheart and ai
cars to <hem ail and retnrned ta tne fo
deck witb a feelinK af new boru free- Yt
donm and exhilaration witbin hum.L It
was but the work oi an instant ta k
la*h the tiller and proceed- forward gc
,.ere ho unfurled« and-,réîsqed, the cc
outer jib, set the topsail an osed h

y main streugth tbe fo 0tf
>resait was à sudden az lA ri ng u-R
;crease of speed --ù eýýé . fro tht a

littie schooner, wi hteemed ta shiake19
off the sloth of forty years, leane.d far r
over and leaped forward like a houfld t

5 fresh from the leasb.
Tht damp-sait spray fellisbowers b1

Efront hber bows, and *e'very sail ana p-
boom creaked and strained like thinga ,n

af lufe.
0 Lige made bis way astern again and tl

0 rasped tb tillead as he swung Ït t]
5 over a trille frbethe littie crat m
0seemed ta quiver anew with a stronger ti
6effort ta overbal l er rival and tor- p
ementor abead. fi

S Down in the little cabin there was r
*a constant commotion from the de- 1

*o posed commander, but Lige's sale at-
6 tention was fixed straight abead on t
ýO thetIlSally Keen " who, with nowa
ý5 every availabie sail set, was making a 1

desperate effort to bold ber ownsincer
she had observed the strange man-(

)o oeuvers of the "Laugbing Mary," but2
>5 the iead she had from the first was2

now slipping slowly from her, for the

"~ Mary" with er dirty, blunt nse
1 u0 dinde foam, was plungingo ahead like a race horse in ber wake,1r while the creaking of straining sails1

Do and cordage, with the rush of the sea
25 alongside, drowned from L ige's tara

75 any sounds or cails from 'beiow.
00 An hour passed, and still tht littît
no schooner forged steadily ahead. The
0 skipper of tht "Saliy Keen" leaned

80over her rail and stareil in open-
00o xouthed amazement at the strange
50 movements of the " Laughing Mary,"
25 and, as the old schooner leaned still
50 further over and crept up a little
25 dloser, Lige, in his excitement, cailed
00 loudly, for his racing instinct was

'0strong within him.
260 "Ahoy thar! 'm after that new set o'
- sails fer ther furst craft inter Nan-

tucket port. Ther 'Mary,' she needs
em kinder hall, 1 reckon."

Tht skipper of tht " Sally Keen"
grinnd, nodded his head and shouted
in reply.

"Yes, nd I'll be blowed. if 1 don't
throw in a coat o' paint, too. Ther
'MNary' needs it putty bad."

This last addition to the wager only
served to make Lige's determination
to win strnger than before, and a
visi n ro agile "M arv" in a coat of

h,1 i te p i nt ,.id a n ew set o f
iiabovr, made the old sait

eckless r) iLr' point of danger.
lie glanced ,rf to the bending

- i'vasand x . rrejxr wondered if
3
r coldl n-1. he strain a little

ami bronght the
ýr ej#iý

"Sir:-Your wife is held by us for
ransom. She wiii be .letained until
you deposit $10,000 under the aak
tret at the top of tht hilI. The Black
H and.

"Dear Sirs-Your favar of recclit
date received. I have deposited un-

der tht oak tree a trunk contaifling
tht rest of my wife's wardrobe. Yo41is
truly, J. B. Henpecke."

Useful at Ali Timnes-In winter 01
in summer Parmelee's Vegetabit
Pilis wiii cope wîth and overcofite
any irregularities of the digestive
organs which change of diet, chanlge
of residence, or variation of ten-
perature may bring about. They
should be always kept a, band, and
once their beneficial action becofies
known, no one will be without themn
There is nothing nauseating in ther
structure, and thet nost delicate cau
use themn confidently.

i

eqQshe f cité,wind, \%iîich
¶1II . bso far that
ew kéef th footing

$Iofitheepdeck, but
~*bU~' ffl t breast of the

-ýw steady strain
.~1s.e~i~ ~4ugng Mary" .

anethCr .o aâd at iast, as the
àiwenit dàô ~49thesea and the

o~pm* ups ;~e "Maryr
n creepin~

e,5iy Keen.'

t î e W~ i t , tT the

ui, las l ýheeae?&cely and
~wp<l~eco~p~iQ ay and

liedlouly tbriug th c*in door.
.SymanthAr-ýwhat, yerdon' ?"

dLige Binghaml 1' came the quîclc
,tor from witliin. "What under the
an air ye doin' with ther ' Mary?'"'
44'Jm racin' ther ' Slly Keen' inter

rantucket an'-"
"Wbat air yer racin' ther « Sally
ren' fer, l'il like ter know?' inter-
Uetcd. the shrill voice of bais betterufin angry impatience.

Fer a new set a' sails an' a, coat
aint fer the 'Mary,"' repicd Lige,

înfdeîîtly.
"Humphl" snorted bis wife ini indig-

itian and disgust. "Jist yer open
his door, Lige Bingham, an' let me
>t a' here an' lPU put a stop to this
ioiishness mighty sudden, now 1 tell -..

rr. Do yer hear me?"'
Lige knew bis wife weIl enough to

cnow that ail hopes of succes were
ene if she reached the deck and took
-nttol of affairs, and'be f el that hie
iad tather brave ber future ageT
ian indure the future taunts of Ben
Rogers and ta bace the wager now,
with port aimost in sight, and the
'Laughing Mary"e weli ahead, so ne
eplied. bravely with his lips close ta ,

the crack ini the door:
««Now sSc here, Symjantha, yer iiit

bcter stay below, 'cause t'aimnt no ft
place fer. a woman on deck jist noW,-
or t'wont be nuther 'tii we maire
Nantucket barbor. I'm goin' ter win
them. sals and that coat cF paintfe
the" Mary' or l'Il know ther ra0'
why," and without further ado, he
urned and went back up the coin-
arnionway to his post at the hem, \4
cibowed by a torrent of passionate
!age. threats and demands from the
imprisoned woman below.

Ail night long lige stuck faithfuill
to bis post at the helm. and coae
and drove and urged the stra1k
littie schooner, until at iast, when.Oi e,
night was over and the tnorning.,su#
came up like a ball of fire, Lige turned
and weariiy scanned the eastern hori-
zon for a sight of the "SaIly Keen,*
and there, almost huli down--near the
sky line he made her out, while just
ahead Nantucket Light loomed, up
clear and weicome, with Nantuckcet
port just beyond.

Ten days later, the "«Laughiiig
Mary" saied back into Port Haven
respiendent in a coat of dazzling white
paint and a snowy set af sails above.
Lige stood at the helmn puffing bis pipe
serenely, whiie Symantha sat beside
him on an upturned herrifg tub#
busily engaged in sewng a. pretentiOUS
patch upon the seat of Captain Liges8

shore " trousers.
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