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delegates would ask the British Parhament
to pass the Aat. Bat we have heard that this
Act of Unton has never been recognized by
this Legislature What was the fact? Did
not the delegates come beck after the Act
had received Her Majesty’s assent, and give
the countiy to understand that nothing but
the Quaeen’s Proclamation was necessary to
carry the measarc 1ntd effeet  This Legis
lature, furthermore, by the first Chapter of
the Acta of 1867, recoznized the British
North America Act as positively ag 1f 1t had
re enacte | 1t clause by clause, accepting en-
tirely tne condition of affawra
Hon. Arry. GeENERAL —The name of the
Act 18 not onour statute bogk
Mr Braxcmarp continued ~—What, then,
i8 the meaning of the Act providing that the
. whole public system should be altzred 7 What
was the object 10 changing the members of
the Legielature 1f the Act was not recognized ?
But the ninth clause of the chapter which 1
reforred to mentions the British North Amer-
1¢8 Aot In terms recognizing it as the law of
the country, and providing how the Legisla-
ture shall be controlled after 1t comes into
operation  Notwithstanding that we have
two liws of our own Legielature, based upon
the Union Act, we are told that the country
was deceived and betrayed, and never con-
templated the passage of the measure 1
shall wait with anticipation to hear what the
Attorney General will reply to thet branch of
my argument If time peimitted, 1 should
like to have gone into an examination of the
amendments which I have 1aid on the table,
neoauso I believe them to countain a genuine
exposition of conetitutionsl law so farasl
bave been able to embody 1t 1n the advocacy
of what I conceive to be the true etate of the
question [ prepared them with tbat view,
and I invito the Attorney Gemeral to take
them as a body or singly, and to show to the
country where I have made a false statement,
taken wrong views, or misestated the law 1
will not go over them, because I have already
occupied considerable time, and I do not be-
lteve m the advantage of very long gpecches
Some thembers have quoted the despatches
ag though the Colonial Secretary had required
the measure to be submitted to the people
That couree, I venture to 83y, was never con-
templated. The directions from the Colonial
ofhce were that the matter should be referred
to the legislatares, and by the L gislatures
the scheme was passed Whether the meme
bers of the Parliament of Nova Scotia betray-
ed their trust, or not, 18 another questiton I
am not herc &8s their defender, but I might
reply to the taunts which have been ueed by
saying that the men who were here then were
equal, 1f not supeutor, to those who are hero
now; not only 1n point of talent and ability,
but in honor and patriotism For my own
part, I feel no reason to be ssaamed of the
position I ocoupied, for iwo reasons I acts
ed 1 acoordance with the convictions of my
mind, and I was aesociated with gentlemen
for whose character, talents and opinions 1
had no rersun to blush, however much abuse
may since have been thrown on them by gen-
tlemen who will mt here for many a day be-
fore they esrn for themselves the name and
fame possessed by them. The hon. member

for Sydney took dehight in attacking Mr
Bourinot, who, when he was here, was well
able to take his own part; and the hom.
meuwbder for Colcherter attacked his former
colleague, attaching to him the name of
¢ smooth bore *> 1 cannot say that I admire
etther the good taste or delicacy shown by
thus attacking absent men Some men are
very hold whea the enemy is not1n sight
But if we are to be bhored by snythmng
1 should prefer that it be by a * smooth
bore,”’ rather than anything else, but Mr
Archioald’s smoothness 18 of the kind of
which I should hike to see more here; and 1f
bored at all that the operation should not be
performed by such dull and worn cut pod
augers as we have here  The public charac-
ter of those men 18 before the country, and
they need not fear the verdict of fatunty,—
1 therefore feel that to make myself therr
champron would be going beyond what 18 ne-
cessary I wish, however, that some of them
were here for a hittle while, ifor 1f they were,
some of those who have been 8o free 1n talk-
g of *“treachery’ and °‘smooth bores”’
and *“ wily men *>> would forbear, or if they
did not, would receive such a castigation on
the floors of this House, as in my opinion
their conduct merits They have gone elses
where, however, some 1 the diecharge of
public duties, others into private Jife. and
under all the circumstances it would have
been better to have conducted thia disoussion
without some of the unseemly references
which were wade.

It was said by the hon. member for Kings,
the Provincial Scoretary, and omne or two
others, that 1f we received $500,000 from Ca-
nada 1t was in payment of the debt which
Canada was bound to pay. It 18 most extra-
ordinary that members will pervert the plain
fizures placed before them,—I showed the
House that Canada had paid $500,000 beyond
and above the amounts collected,—it was not
for debt, but %50,000 was for the Annapolis
Railway, and $450,000 were for our current
expenses [t 18 true that $100.000 was for
nterest, but that 18 not debt,—it 18 & portion
of what this Province would have to pay 1f 1t
were not for Confederation Toall this there
haa not been a pretence at contradiction.

Hon Prov Secrurary —Is not the sam
advanced to be added to our debt?

Mr. BraxcuArp continued —We will see
presently  Ourdebt, 1t 18 8a1d, 18 up to eight
milhions and a half §f dollars, and the Gen-
eral Government has paid the interest on the
500,000, by which 1t exceeds the limited
amount If1t 18 addel to our debt 1t will be
because we are not able to meet our current
expenses  Let the Government bring down
the proof to controvert my statements 1f they
can,—it 18 impossible that they can do so,
because leaving out the Annapolis Railway
which may be conmdered debt, $450,000 1s
the smallest sum paid to Nova Scotia 1n dis-
cherge of her cursent liabilitres The ques-
tion 13 whether the moneys collected here
wero suflicient to meet those liabilities,—1 as-
sert that they werenot, and 1f I am right we
have not got the worst end of the bargamn.
When gentlemen come hero and pretend to
show that the new tamff wiil put into the Ca-
nadian treasury $500,000 more than wasever



