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delegatea would ask the British Parliament
to pass the Act. But we bave heard that this
Act of Union has never been recognized by
this Legislature What was the fact ? Did
not the delegates come back after the Act
had received lier Najesty's arsent, and give
the countiy to understand that nothing but
the Q.cen'e Proclamation was necessary to
carry the measure int3 effect This Legis
lature, furthermrre, by the first Chapter of
the Acte of 1867, recognized the Britishi
North America Act as positively as if it had
re enacte i it clause by clause, accepting en-
tirely tne condition of affaira

lion. ATT. GENEDAL -Thr name of the
Act is not onour statute boqk

Mr BLANiÇCtARD continued -What, then,
is the meaning of the Act providing that the
whole pubie system should be aitCred ? What
was the object In cIarging the members Of
the Legirlature if the Act ws not recognzd?
But the ninth clanse of the chapter which t
referred to mentions the British North Amer-
ica Aot in terms recognizing it as the law of
the country, and providinr how the Leirsla-
turc shahi be controlled after it cornes into
operation Notwithstandrng that we bave
two 1 iws of our own Legislature, baeed upon
the Union Act. we are told that the country
was deceived and betrayed, and never con-
templated the passage of the measure I
ahall wait with anticipation to hear what the
Attorney General will reply to that branch of
ny argument If time peimitted, 1 should
like to bave gone into an examination of the
amendments which I bave laid on the table,
itecause I boleve them to contain a genuine
exposition of constitutional law se far as I
have been able to embody it in the advocacy
of what I conceive to be the true Etate of the
question I prepared them with that view,
and I iuvit the Attorney General to take
them as a body or singly, and to show to the
country where I bave made a false statement,
taken wrong views, or miestated the lw I
will not go over them, because I have already
occupied considerable time, and I do nrt bc-
Ireve in the advantage of very long speeches

Some rhembers bave quoted the despatches
as though the Colonial iecretary had required
the meessure to be submitted to the people
That course, t venture to say, was never con-
templated. The directions frorm the Colonial
ofice were that the matter ehould be referred
to the legislatures, end by the l gislatures
the soheme was passed Whether the miem
bers of the Parliament of Nova Scotia betraS-
cd their trust, or not, in another question I
am not here as their defetidet, but I ngit
reply to the taunts which haîe been used by
saying that the men wvho were here then were
equal, if not supeiror, to those who are hero
now; not only in point of talent and abrlity,
but in honor and patriotism For my own
part, I frel no reason to be seaamed of the
position I ocoupied, for two rearsons I act-
ed in accordance with the convictions of my
mind, sent I was aesciated with crentlemen
for whose character, talents and opinions I
had no reason to blueh, however much abuse
may stuce have been thrown on them by gen-
tlemen who will ait here for many a day be-
fore they earn for themselves the namne and
fame posessed by them. The hou. meirber

for Sydney took delight in attacking Mr
Bourinot, who, when he was here, waa well
able to take hiris own part; and the hon.
tuember for Colchester attacked bis former
colleague, attaching to him the name of
" smooth bore " I cannot say that I admire
eriher the gsod taste or dlioscy sehown by
thus attacking absent men Some men are
very hold when the enemy is not in sight
But if we are te be bored by anythng
I should prefer that it be by a " smooth
bore," rather than snything else, but Mr
Archioîld's smoothness is of the krid of
which I should like to see more bere; and if
bored at aIl thit the operation should not be
performed by uch dull and worn rut pod
aucers as we have iere The public charac-
ter of those men is before the country, and
they need not fear the verdict of frturity,-
I therefore feel thait ta make myself their
chasmpion would be going beyond what is ne-
cessary I wish, however, that some of ther
were here for a lîttle while, lfor if they were,
some of those who bave been so free ru talk-
ing of "treachery" and "emooth bores"
and " wily men " would forbear, or if they
did not, would receive such e castigation on
the floors of this House, as ru my opinion
their conduct merits They have gone else-
where, bowever, some ru the discharge of
puboi duties, others into private if. and
under ail the circumstances t would bave
been better to bave conducted thie dicusion
without some of the unseemrly references
which were made.

It was said by the hon. member for Krngs,
the Provincial Scoretary, and one or two
others, that if we received $500,000 fromr Ca-
nada it was in paý ment of the debt which
Canada was bound to pay. It i most extra-
ordinary that members will pervert the plarm
figures placed before them,-I showed the
House that Canada had paid $00,000 beyond
and above the amounts collected,-it was not
for debt, but 'I50,000 was for the Annapois
Railway, and $450,000 were for our current
expenses It is true that $100,000 was for
interest, but that ru not debt,-it is a portion
of what this Province would bave to pay if it
were not for Confederation To al this there
has not been a pretence at contradiction.

Hon Pnov SrTArtanY -Iu cet the suM
advanced to be added to our debt ?

Mr. BLANCHARD continued -We will ses

presently Our debt, it i said, i up to eight
ruilions and a half#f dollars, and the Gen-
eral Government bas paid the interest on the
$500,000, by ihich it exceeds the lrmited
amount If it is adde i to our debt it wili be
because we are not able te meet our current
expensue Let the Government bring down
the proof to controvert my statements if they
can,-it i impossible that they can do so,
because leaving out the Annapolis Railway
which may be considered debt, S450,000 i
the tmallest sru paid to Nova Scotia in dis-
charre of ber curri ent liabilztres The ques-
tion is whether the moneyu collected here
werc sufhcient ta meet those liabihlties,-I as-
sert that they were not, and if I am right we
have not got the worst end of the bargain.
When gentlemen coii' bere and pretend to
show that the new t iriff will put inta the Ca-
nadian treasury $500,000 more than wasever


