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in the groin V filllt(Iiittl Pacific Railway criterprise, it was never iiii-
puted to Njj-, 1\1111(ittojii the wat-illest political controversy, illat he
used his I)OIIIIcitl ilifftience in any Way to further the illidert.ikilig.

The lltlçcehm or this niagnificent Canadian higliroad to the l'acific
%vas in 110 sinfill degree furtherect by the worl; of* INIr. Abbott in the

departnienth of' its organization in whicli lie laboured, and his nanle-tlVt)'. hutils.,O(:l -d willi the pronioters of this great national enter-
prise.

[Ilion the voniffletion of the railway across the continent, the dis-
qualification Calised liv the lioldin-, of stock in the Company was re-
Peaied, loid Mr. Abbott theil acquired stock in it, and was electect one

of il% dit-ovtçlls. illid i-etiiiiiect this position until he resigned tipoil ac-
cepting f-liv appoiiiiiiient of Prime Minister of Canada.

111 1887, M l'- AblIffit %vas elected Mayor of Montreal by a iliajority
of about %,ote,4 over Iiis opponent, Mr. Rainville. fil 1888, lie

was re-eleclod Il%, acclamation, and, the saine year, was appointed
Presidenl. of' lhe Corporation of the Royal Victoria Hospital, ail in-

stitution %Vhicli Iiiid recently been founded and endowed with about
$1.100.ooo Ily the munificence of tvo citizens of Montreal, Lord

'\,Ioutit-StQI)IlQii and Sir Donald A. Smith, in commemoration of Her
M-tiesty'sjtilliiQQ. 't'lie construction of the stately Hospital buildings,

costing .1hovo $,ýüo.(jao, lias been proceeded with tinder Mr. Abbott's
supervision its prosidetit, and they now fori-A one of the niost striking
architectural ornititietits of a city aiready ricil in imposing- edifices,

both publie und private. The buildings were designed by Sa\on
Snell, or' London, %vlio has a continental reputation for the de-

signiig of lioiiiiitill buildings.
In 1888, Mi-, Abbott %vas appointed a coniiiiissioner to negotiate

with Austritliit ror eloser trade relations and electric communication,
for IvIlicli 1'(#tl Ilis 14nowledge of commercial, legal, and diplomatic

subjects 0111ilictitly litted hini. He made his preparations for Iiis
Australian mission ; but the niovenient for Conféderation begail and

seemed likely Io lie miiccessful, and it was thought best to delay Ilis
departure ON power in such matters should be concentrated by the

union of the provinces.
Affer Mr, Abbott's retirement froni the House of Commons, lie

was offered by Sir jolin Macdonald a seat in the Senate, with the
eadershifi of flint body and a membership of the Privy Cotincil.


