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been describing, il ganerally frequents the thick-
ont Woods, is shy aaid rotiring, and aithougli its
simple notes are very clear and. harmonious tliey
cannot be comapared in rîchness and melody to
those of the Ferrugineous Thrusli. It makes a
nest of course grass and dried leaves, mited witli
niud and decayed Wood, witli.a lining of fibrous
roots and fine grass. It laye four or ive eggs of
a briglit greenieli Nue. The plumage of the
Wood Thrush ie a bright cinarnon brown on the
upper part of the body,7 inclining te, rufous on
the liead, wings and tait olive color, breast white,
thickly mrarked with pencil sliaped brownish
spots.

The Golden-wlngcd WVoodpeckcr, or Highhold-
or, as it le commonly called, (Colapts~~u)
le one of the liandsomest of the numierous tribe
of canadian Pici dia.

Ite loud and curious note, sounding at a dis-
tance almost like a sort of prolonged goblin
lauglitor, le alwayo heard at thie season, and if
foilowed up to the spot fromn which it proceede,
several maie birds ý.,ill bo found pureuln a female
from tree totroee and as they reachliher, bobbing
tlieir heads, sprealng thieir tails, moving aide-
ways, backwards and for«;ard, and performing a
number of other curious antice. When once the
fair oue lias chosen fromn among lier gay suitors,
the pair inmmediately proceed together tochoose
some decayed or hoilow troc, whierein to execute
a suitable liole for thieir neet. The female laye
fromn four to six eggs, beautifully -white and
transparent.

This species aliglits on tise ground more fro-
quently than any other of the Woodpeckers, and
seem eospecially tu deliglit in attacking aut-hille,
mnakinggreatliavockansong theirinhiabitauts. It
picks up beetles, cat-erpillara and other sialli n-
secte,ý an,! dees net diedain to vary its diet occa-
sionaily wlth a liVtle fruit.

a transverse band of scarlet on the lower part of
the back- of tise head. The upper part of tise
body, generally, liglit groo-nish brown spotted
*.th black, the lower part of the back white, the
talcovorts cf tise same color, tail brownish,

black , tise shafts of the featîseris orange, sideî, cf
the head and neek light brownish red tingod
wlt]s grey. A black streak acrosseoach sida of
tic throat, and a crescent shaped patois of tic
samne on tlie breast. The rest of tie broast red-
dlsh white,' spotted with black, under surface of

tie ,ig and tail cf a fine golden yeilovw.
Most persons who have travelled for any dis

tance ln sunumer tirougli our Canadian back-
woods, i'.'here tise clearings are smail and sur-
rounded by tise forest, mnuet have rornarked'that liow'ever few lu number mnay be tise birds
tbsey nieet rvlth, tic crinison lieaded Wood-

(Jefnierpc Ertrocep7udaztç), le sure to
b en runnlng up thic trunk cf comae girdled

plue or zlighting on the rail of a snake fone,
rattling upon it with lis bill, gradualby movlng
round te the opposite side cf tlie stake as lie ie
approachcd, peeping now and tisen te se if he is~
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discovored, and tien fing off te the nexi steta
te repeat tise sanie proces. .Althougis se, coin
mon in tlie neigisborhood of tic woods, tise Red.
head le equaily at liome in tise older eettled parti
of tlie country, and appreclates meet tisorougsly
thse evidences of increasing civilization lntu i i
shape cf orchards and gardens. It may be doubt.
ed whetlier tic Wax-wlng or Gher*, Bird as it ù
sometimes caled, l8 a more arrant plunderer of
tliat fruit tlian le tlie Redheaded Woodpecker
and lilre tlie Cherry Bird, tee, it ie an ardent ad.
mirer cf ripe strawberr!;es. Nevertlless, theza
birds, like ail othere cf tiseir species, fully cora.
pensate for tlie mieclief tliey may occasionally
do te, our etrawb3rrles and cherries by tise nain.
ber of insecte wvhich tliey deetroy, more especi.;
aly tise larvSoe f thoso klndc moist lujurieus to
our fruit trees. Tlie feniale cf this Woodpecker
laye fraim two, te, six egge (whicli are pure -white
aud trans1uceut), lu a hole lu thse trunli of Bome,
decayed tree. The plumage of both sexes la the ý
samie. Head aud ueck brigi,-t crimeon, back,
wlng coverte, piiarics and tail featisers, back,
wltl bluish refiections, rump and secondarea,
White, brest and abdomen wliite, an irregusr
narrow transverse band cf black at tlie junction
cf tlic rad cf tlie necli and tlie white of the
brest.

Very different fromn its Buropean namnesake a
the KingFislierof this continent, (Ueryle Alcyon.
For once, tlie euperiority lu brilliancy cf pluaae
le with tise iisabitant of tlie Obd World, vos
lovely liues cf blue and emerald, far outvie fle'
sober livery of its American congener. The bat.
ter le, liowever, very mnucli larger, and with its
fine ereet creet aud plumage cf bine and grûy,
barred wltli white, le after ail a liandeome bird.

Its curlons rapid rattling note le faxuiliar t-)
oeryfiseiranon our stroames aud lnlandwtatema >'
Mill-pende, tee, are a favorite resort of the a,,~
Fishier, tise caîmnees cf tise wator lu eucls places
permitting it te dîscover its proy with greste4
case.

riroin its perds ont tie brandi cf somae deadi
tree or st-u-mp, proecting over the pond, it fieîiz4
off evory uew sud thon, poisces itself fer a few î'
seconds over flic water. and thon dashing dom,
seizes a fieli, and roturning te its troc or stuxspi
swallows its prey &t its lisure. Tiss bird de-(~
posits its eggs, gcneraliy te, tise number cf qix,?
lu tise soft earti or sand, ou tise banlis of L.
stroani or pond whlch it le lu tic habit et frj
quenting, and te -whicis it often rosorte for maq
yearc lu succession.i

About the middle di Maýy, the singubar noit.
ef tise Rice Buntiug-, or Bob O'Link, (Doichoaà,s
Oiriziou.), may be icard lu our fields and m6:
dows, generaily near tise margin cf sosie quj;
strean or recdy pond, where severa-l pair d
thoni may cftcn be miet witls througieut E;i
w'iole sunîmer.

Both tic plumage aud tise son<' of this iIL
are very curious. Thec former le s amixtira d l
bisekS, white, sud yeilow, dieposed lu a sort( xi Y
piebalId fashion over tise body, flic upper p1!% b
cf tise head, wlngg, tail, aides cf tise necis, n z


