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actual hindrance ta thc devoticiii or others, and give pain
and disgtist itot onil' ta the initiated, but ta îlose w~ho,
iv'ith perltaps less technical ktiowledge, at least endcavor to
worship w'ith reverence ln the House of God.

As ' singes-; of the Lord ' therc ough t to biu noihing of
that iinordinatc conlceit, iunwilinigncss to learii, love of
self-display, petty jcalousy, impatience of rebuike and liard
rebelon, whiclt ait certaitily destructive of aIl spirittual
progress, and of that genierous feuling of true brothcrhood
îvhich ,haosid exist inuituiaily iii and bcîec'nei every nimber
and officiai of the choir, the absence of tvhich forns; a1
barrier ta atty musical proficienqc.

If ive coid but, banish entirely ail1 these thlings frois) oîîr
w~idst, we miight aile and ail be inspired îvith greater love
and loyalty tw the God Whoni we selve. the chuirch and
choir ta which ivc belong, and 10 tbose whoare placedl over
us for our instruction and edification, anid lie flirt lier actu-
ated by a mituial desire Io set foi th God's înost wvortlty

l)raise ini a nost efficient, reverent inanner.

As we separate to-day, each aile of lis Io our several des-
tinations, miost of uis jrobai>iy to thte more or less rernote
cotintry charges, ivisere, in addition to the trials of coin-
piete isolation, WC have wo encoilnter the Ilard, mlonlotonlous
and oficu dishearteing w~ork of conîtendinig agaitist odds
and difticulties ninknown perhaps to our bretîtren in
towns,-in the saler iack of interest; syînpathy and sup-
port showîî la our efforts at imiprovemient or still great-
er efficiency, b>' an>' of the memiibers of the congrega-
tioni-in the adverse criticismis tîpon ili our work by
ihose îçho, wvorsc than inqompi)eeint, irc tterly inicap-
able of passing anythiing but a vicions pervcrsed judg-
tulent uipon Our carniest, best and iliost l)raisetwortlt>' cf-
fots-in the disniay and ruin iduicli faiit uponl every choir
b>' the ioss of voict lin ouir inost efficient boys, or b>' the
transfer of our mios i regtl.-ri and coniîcent men to larger
centres for empioynicnt, and in tilt extremie difficulty of
filling tup vacancies in our ranik-ili of % hich, and other
things, involve muiich care and labor ln the work of miain-
taining and training a country choiir for their Suinday and
festival îvork-let uis ill carry away tis tlu.ught, les: fi en-
courage and nierve us aganst discotiraigemncit, lut fi spur uis
on to greater effort-lowever excellenctt anîd artistic, or
liowever humble and simple or choir-boy mnay be-that it
is possible for the carnecst, devout Christian chorister to
sing with grace in bis heart to tic Lord.

Ma>' cvery service in te s:inctuiry fisid uis more and
morc uteet t bc pariakt'rs of the inliieritance of the saints
in iiglit, uiii ai leiigiî, b>' ihe miercy and merils of the
Saviour, :uimbered aînong those ailse oes Who )lave
washied thecir robes, and mnade theni whte in tl blood of
the Lamb,

And addcd tath lite.cvcnly choir,
NN' sing our %sngs of triumiph highcer,

And pntise Iinii il) a nobler strain.
Outsoar te first-borsi scraph's% fliglit,
Aîîd sing with al the sintis il, liglit,

God's everlasting love to miait.

Christmas Gifts.

TIhe holidays are lipois t iagain, and the people of every
condition are throniging the tenmptiing stores t ogather gifts
for dtît liouscliold, for v'altied friendi and for the children
of soriow. It is the mlost blessed scason of the whole ycar,
clcanses the rust of seillicss fronli te better impulses of
our natuife and hiaîts thte restless race for fortite or failne to
enijoy a suanny rest in (the too orien forgotten substantlal
coînfort and content of homne. Let lts ail welcoine the
Christmas holidays; îliey always leave the world better than
tilcy fouind it.

And let holiday shopping be generouis. It should nlot be
tvasîefil and profligate, but ail who are blesscd witlî abun-
dance shouild scatter happiness ut, liberal profusionî. Toa
the clîildren of every househîold, the holiday season is the
happiness; or titeir orteil fretted lives. T1hey look Uorward
to Christmas and cherishi the beatitifuil dreant of Santa
Clanis w'ith botindlcss pleasuire and wlio îvotld destroy the
happy illusion ? Lt is te niost innocent of ail te pleasures
Of cltildhood ; it is ir.separably associated with lioly tlings ;
it utingles reverence anîd refitnemieat with the briglitts baby
faces, iiîd tue fater or motller whlo tires of tite joys of
Christmtas aînlong tlheir little ailes is to be pitied as strang-
crs to the pleasurcs which coîne ia profusion ta evcry we.1-
ordcred home.

Blut te pleasures of the Christniasholidays are flot con-
Cfsîted to the littie prattiers wlio worshiîp Santa Clatis.
Mihen the lighît of years dispels that source of happiness, the

intcrest la the holidays which commniorate tite birth of
the Christian era is not sensibly abated. TI'le boys and
girls up in tlieir tecîts stili love tue inerry seasonit'en te
world secs-s ta wivr ils briglitest smiles and home is made
the altar of ltarniless pleasuires. The maorc advanccd book,
te instrument of mnusic, the decorative vase or statuette,

or any of tite cotintless thousands of thinigs for iiingled
ornlantent and sise which the buddin- niau aiséd wvonan en-
joy, are ever fonittaiins of happincss. 'l'O these may be
added te valicd Urieîtdship) tat welconîes the holiday
tribute, and not tîte least in tile list of tose w~ho nmade
teir cîttîdreit glad it tîte long, lontg ago, and now have

coinîpleted t circies t0 tite second chiidhood that gropes
alonlg ia te eveiting shidows.

, Ilicn in te profusion of bounitiful dinacrs and grateful
glUfs to those Whio aire iot it waîtt, Icti not te dinneriess
-itidgifilcss bc forgotuen. VThe poor are always witl lis ;
tite childrcn of sorrow are about us oit every side. Those
ta whi the i plaincst food and raimeat are luxuries, sholuid
i>e gencroîisly rcntcnibercd lu te happy coînnemoration
of te birth of Hinm, Whto lovcd the Iowly and ever pleadcd
for lte sorrowing. 'l'le Christas stores wiîich take no
notc to those whîo struggle with Iiuniger and ittisfitlne
iitake a ilockery of a itoliday itappiîiess; and let every mati
womlanl or ciid who lias littie or liîicli t0 spire, give as
thcy cain spart to those wvîo iieed food, rainient anîd sitel-


