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islands of the Pacific, the charm which is so potent in Vailimu
Letcrs and T/. Hcack of Falesa. Again. the\,o„ndlL archi-
pelagos of Oceamca furnish the scenes of AfunU, Ui, enrious po-
ll >cal satire. This contains a prophecy of the war. and a fineexample of obsolete oratory in the speech of the great chiefAlanno from H.o-Hio. The prologue in a whale-shfp and tievoyage .n an open boat are. perhaps, the most interesting partsNone of h.s books are without distinct and peculiar exceUences.'
but nearly all have some fatal fault. Melville's seems a case o
arrested hterary development. The power and promise of power
in h,s bes work are almost unbounded

; but he either did notcare to follow them up or he had worked out all hfs rifts of ore
1 he last years of his life he spent as a recluse.

His hfe fitted him to write his one book. The representative
of a good old Scottish name, his portrait shows distinctively
Scottish traits. The head is the sort that goes naturally with a
all, powerful figure. The forehead is broad and square ; the

l.air IS abundant; the full beard masks the mouth and chin • the
general aspect is of great but disciplined strength. The eyes are
evel and determined

; they have speculatior: in them. Nor does
h.s work behe his blood. It shows the natural bent of the Scottowards metaphysics

;
and this thoughtfulness is one pervading

quality of Melville's books. In the second place, his family hadbeen so long established in the country (his grandfather was an ember of the "Boston tea-party") that he secured the benefits
ofeducation and inherited culture: and this enlightenment was
ndispensable in enabling him to perceive the literary -values" of

whVh h'"^' ".?' ''''"^' '''""' ""'^ ^^'-^"^^ ^^^"ts amongstwhich he was thrown And then, he had the love of adventurewhich drove h.m forth to gather his material at the ends of the
earth. He made two voyages ; first as a green hand of eighteen
in one of the old clipper packets to Liverpool and back ; and
next, as a young man of twenty-three, in a whaler. The latterwas sufficiently adventurous. Wearying of sea-life, he desertedon one of the Marquesas Islands, and came near being killed andeaten by cannibal natives who kept him prisoner for four months.At last he escaped, and worked his way home on a U S man-o'
war. This adventure lasted four years and he went no more to
sea.


