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Manila, April 12.—Under the glare of
Iskies reflecting with fierceness the ener-
'\'ating heat of the near equator sun, in
‘the tangles of miasmatic jungle and in
mountain fastness far away from anything
that resembles civilization, an army of Lit-
tle Brown Men is playing an important
part in upholding the glory of the Ameri-
can flag—unheralded, unsung, all but un-

own.

You back home who have not forgotten
‘that the Philippines exist probably look
rupon this land as one in which the Ameri-
‘pan army lolls about in luxury, its most
active diversion being to watch the antics
of the busy Filipino politico. You give no
thought to the Filipino soldier. Why
!ghould you? You hear nothing of him.
ilie has’ no press agents, no newspapers.
il"ree from impelling desire to rule and
| “squeeze” his fellow nationals, he takes
‘no hand in political strife and prates not
of immediate independence in order to get

ofice. Instead, he goes about his duty
as a soldier should, quietly, silently.

The American soldier has his historians
nd his poets to recount his brave deeds,
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,a‘nd worthy is he of their prose and their |

ysong. So bountifully has he contributed

f deeds to furnish inspiration for patriotic
tongue and pen that the budding Kiplings

f the Philippines have dealt only with

im. The little brown soldier who wears
{ Uncle Sam’s khaki has not yet figured in
the poetic picture. Some day there may
jcome from among his people one with a
song for his good work and daring deeds,
but so far he has had to be content with
sceing these deeds recorded only in the
|curt, cold comment known as general or-
ders and official reports. If he ever in-
dulges in philosophizing it is just possible
he may find satisfaction in the fact that
this official commendation comes from men
Iwwho have fought by his side, from the
{men- who know him best.

' There is, however, no external evidence
!that the scout wastes much of his time in
wondering why his deeds do not figure in
'the poetry columns of the Manila papers,
or whether the eighty odd millions in a
land he has never seen talk of his work.
He contents himself with doing the best
he knows how. His captain knows and
that mightier man they call Major knows,
apd he has been told that even the great
‘man who presides over his destinies at
division headquarters knows—and appre-
ciates. So he is glad, especially when fate
js good and there is the real work of the
lgoldier . to do.

He loves that work. Those who know
from experience pay tribute to his quali-
{ies as a fighting man. Officers and men of
[the American army are not sparing in
their praise of their fellow soldiers of the
(Philippine scouts. The American soldier

1.us had occasion to test their quality in!

the days of the empire, and, in epots,
pince, and he has a respect for the little

brown men who may have once been |

'\hjﬁ enemies but who are now fighting by
his side.

While a majority of the scouts are
young and have known no other service
<ave that under the American flag, some
4 the best soldiers in their ranks have
upon occasion been part of some of these
Ladrone bands which had to be suppress-
ed by force of arms.

Under the old regime the Ladrone busi-

.ss was one of the chief native industries.
fany became members of those roving
Lands just as a matter of course, others
impelled by that spirit of adventure which
is strong in youth and still others because
the only visible alternative was to have
their- heads chopped off by insistent La-
drone leaders-——and they did not particu-
Jarly enjoy the decapitation prospect.

it doee not at all count against a scout
that he was once a ladrone. He has

i

fighti
sauch as he djd fighting against the law,
gnd a little more.

The most valuable testimony to the
e iciency of these Filipino soldiers comes
§ »m thoee in the best position to judge,
the military experts who have had to do
with them. Thongh chort in stature, they
are sturdy; in company and hattalion drill
they are without doubt the equals of any
goldiers no matter what the color of their
gkin. In appearance they resemble the
Japanese soldiers, but are better looking;
N uan Shi-kai’s vaunted Manchu troops

cannot compare with these natives of tha

Philippines.

Of course, externals do not count for
gnuch, but the first hand knowledge of
the observer who comes to the Philippines
ghese days must be restricted to these be-
cause of the era of peace ,for which these
gar > Filipino soldiers are largely respon-

ible. Others in far better poeition to

now tell of what the scouts have done

4 of what they are capable of doing.

The firet of the scouts were Macabebes,
§nhabitants of a section of Pampanga
province to thc north of Manila. The
Khmbebel had Yeen pro-Spanish, had
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served as soldiers under ti 11 regime,
and were hated as well as feared by their
fellow Filipinos. In the insurrection un-
der Aguinaldo their towns had been burn-
ed, their fields devastated, their women
and children killed. When the American

flag too: th» place of the Spanish the
Macabebos oo i0d to the Americans for
protection. Authority for the creation of

commands of Macabebe scouts was grant-
ed, and these to the American army—of
so much value that the organization of
scout commands recruited from all parts
of the strictly Filipino Islands—this does
not include the Moros—followed. The
army bill of 1901 provided for the build-
ing up of a native army,to the strength of
12,000. It was not, however, until 1995,
that the present battalion formation was
perfected.

While provision had been made for offi-
cers it was at first necessary to recruit the
men as employes of the quartermaster’s
department. General Smith, the present
Governor General of the Philippines, was
one of the first of the commanding officers
to organize scout companies. These had
native officers an?! ~ervad under General
Smith in his Neg: campaigns along with
his regiment of Californians.

Practically every province now contrib-
utes its quota to the scouts. The pres-
ent strength of this organization is 5.500.
The law authorizing enlistment to a total
of 12,000 still stande, but this increase will
probably come gradually. The present
force is sufficient so long as infantry of
the regular army is kept here at its pres-
ent strength.

Some officers of the army believe native
infantry could now' be substituted for that
from home; others look askance upon the
suggestion. A® seeming conservative view
is that of Major George B. Duncan, senior

| major of scouts, on duty at division head-

quarters in chargeof all matters appertain-
ing to the scouts for three years. 1His
presant position is very much that of
“father of scouts,” so is he regarded by
the officers and men of the organization.

Until the recent change in division com-
mand there was no scout officer at divis-
ion headquarters. Major General Wood,
who had much experience with native
troops in his Mindanao campaigns, took
deep interest in the scouts, in whom he
has great faith and gave his personal
attention to this branch of the service.
the details being handled by his aide-de-
camp, Captain Hal Dorey. Major General
Weston has the same interest and the
sam= faith in the native troops, but as
he has not had the same opportunity of
intimate touch with the organizations he
has assigned Major Duncan to act as chief
of scouts.

“I see no reason,” said Major Duncan,
“why the scouts should, not, within three
yeans, comprizsa all the infantry on the
islands. Lack of material? Not a bit of
it. There is never any difliculty in in-
ducing scouts to reenlist. They like the
service.  The companies are always full;
such a thing as dossrtion is unknown.
T nerve will be no difficulty in keeping the
commands peciuited up to the fullest limit
which Congress may authorize. And they
arc good soldiers--excelient.”

This led to further exposition of the
merits of the native soldiery, Major Dun-
can doing the talking.

“It is easy to guess the first question an
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and ready to go into battle with that
command at his back as with any com-
mand in the service.

“This may seem an exaggeration, but it
is a fact. This feeling of confidence is
based on absolute faith in the loyalty of
the Filipino soldiers and it may also be
taken as high tribute to their ability as
fighters. We do not mean that they are
as good soldiers, taking them individually,
as our American soldiers or as some
other white soldiers, but properly officered
they are the equals of the famous little
Gurkas of India or of any other brown
men—certainly as good as any others rear-
ed in tropical climes. And you know the
tropics produce what Kipling calls ‘fust
class fightin’ men.’

“The secret of getting good work out of
them is no secret after all, for it applies
to all armies. It lies in good officers. The
Filipino soldier is hardy, brave, sober,
takes good care of himself, obeys orders
implicitly. If it is argued that he lacks
the initiative, which we regard one of the
elements of strength in the American sol-
dier, the same argument holds with equal
force in the case of a good many of
the white armies of the world. We be-
lisve the superiority of the American sol-
dier in any crisis lies in that quality we
call initiative; if the Filipino lacks it he
does not at all differ from the soldier
of many other parts of the world.

“We have developed a largs number of
thoroughly reliable and thoroughly effi-
cient non-commissioned native officers who
have the respect of, and exzrcise the prop-
er control over, the men. These non-
commissioned officers are highly valuable.
But to get the proper results it will be
necessary to have white ofticers in com-
mand. In time we shall have some good
native officers. I am a strong believer in
the wisdom of sending picked young Iili-
pinos to West Point as the Secretary of
War has recommended. But experience

SCOUT COMPANY IN WALL SCALING TEST/ —
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COMMAND OF FOURTH COMPA
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ity as company commanders. It is to the
interest of the eervice that the bill to
ereate scout captaincies, to be filled as the
lieutenancies are now filled, which is pend-
ing in Congress, be enacted into law.”
Speaking of the characteristics of the
Filipino soldiers, Major Duncan laid stress
upon their temperance, their uniform so-
briety and their general reliability. In|
three years’ service as commander of a
battalion he has, he says, had occasion to
discipline not more than half a dozen
men for intemperance. They do not quar-
rel among themselves. Indeed, the male
Filipino seems to be particularly free from
a tendency toward personal altercation.
“In all the time I have served in the
Philippines,” said Major Duncan, “I re-
call just one instance of two Filipino men
engaged in a fight. 1 have upon occasion
eecen women pulling each other’s hair, but
just one fight between Filipino men.”

Major Duncan thinks the Tagalos, inhab-
itants of Luzon, the best of the scouts,
but other officers who have Visayans are |
equally certain of the superiority of the
men from :he Visayan Islands, which also‘
is high tribute to the Filipino en masee,
showing that those in closest touch with
respective divisions of the population give
first place to that clement with which each !
has had especially to deal. {

In his annual report for 1907 Major Gen- |

|
|

eral Wood, division commander, pays high
tribute to the efiiciency of the scouts, mak-
ing special mention of the operations in |
Samar and Levte against the Pulajanes—
the last important ‘uprieing of natives in !
any numbers. These two  islands are
mountainous, affording a fine field for arm-i
ed bandits. {

The Pulajane outbreaks differ from la-|

drone operations the latter being in their
essence merely the “‘gang robbery” dear to |
the Malay heart, while the former include !
gang robbery, with its accompaniment of |
murder and pillage, and also takes on a

has taught that the way to get the highest | religious turn. At one time there were as |

| efficiency out of brown or black soldiers | muny as a thousand Pulajanes in arms |

the world over is by having white officers { 5 the Island of Samar. The leaders |

in command.

Japan may, of course, beklll‘t‘:u'ht‘xl
cited to the contrary, but Japan is the ex-| popes, and had a form of governmental

ception to the rule. Lord Roberts says !

that in his forty years’ experience in India | over, was the destruction of towns and

he has never yet seen the time when the
oldest native ofticer would not instinctively
turn to the nearest white man—even if the
youngest subaltern—in any crisis.

“We have a lot of splendid young offi-
cers in the scouts. As you know, the
cight majors and ten captains are detailed
from the line of the army—captains of the
line being made majors of scouts, first
lieutenants of the line heing detailed as
captains of scouts. The lieutenants in the
scout companies are men who have made
records for themselves as soldiers, some
as officers of volunteers, others as. non-
commiesioned officers in the regular es-
tablishment. "These are picked men, se-
lected brcause of demonstrated fitness for
this particular duty, and they have done
excellent work., There are no better ofti-
cers in the American army than these
heutenants of scouts.  Besides a keen in-
terest 1n the work, the possess the quali-
fications essential to success in this par-
ticular hne of duty—tact, infinite patience
and the ability to control their temper no
matter what the provocation. There Js
no more certain way for an officer to lose
the respect of his®men than by losing his
temper—and this is especially true when

American, making inquiry concerning the | ho is in command of native' troops.

native soldiery, will ask. It is whether re-

“Taking them throughout, it can be said

liance can be placed in ‘_]'f‘ lf"}'?ll“\' of "”r;cf the scout ofticers that they are ‘horn
own little brown men. No officer who has | goldiers,” aand the whole army bears testi-

served the the scouts has the slightest
doubt on this scora,

mony to their special fitness. Doubtless

We have seen them | {here are others who, given the opporta-

tried and put to the severest tests against | nity, wouid have done just as well, but,
their own people, and they~have never | judging by results, none could have done

been found wanting.
proud of Being soldiers under the Ameri-
can flag and part of the regular army. Of

courge they are ‘mercenaries’ using tha2|are the first

They are intensely | better.

Rome of the best of these men,
the men who have had the most experi-

;t‘nvn and the greatest success with scouts,

leutenants.  As the law

term in the broad sense—as all our eol-|stands, there is po ppportunity for thése

diers are since they serve for pay, hut
every officar who has, or who has had, a

scout command would be just as willing

|
|

men to secure promotion, thouwgk most of

{

divine inspiration, posed as|

organization. Their chief business, how-
barrios inhabited by peaceful Filipinos,
and murder of all who showed hesitancy
to co-operate with the Pulajane plans.

Major Harry S. Howland, who enjoys |
the distinction of being the youngest man
of his rank in the service, was in com-
mand of the Scout battalion whose “espe-
cially good work in,Samar and Leyete”
Gleneral Wood so etrongly commended.
Major Howland is a captain in the Twen-
ty-sixth infantry, but almost all of, his ser-
vice during the last five years has been
with the scouts. As captain of scouts he
played an important part in the campaign-
ing against the Moros in Mindanao, there
attracting the attention of General Wood
and winning -for himeelf on his merits the
coveted majority.

Major Howland is a splendid illustration
of the “natural” soldier which active ser-|
vice in these islands has developed. He |
was one of the younger men in the corps
of newspaper correspondents at Washing-
ton when the war with Spain hroke out;

EUGENIE . A COLUMBRITES
A VETERAN HEST SERGEANT OF

came to the Philippines as a lieutenant in
a volunteer regiment, soon distinguished

himself by his daring and all round good |
3 |

worlk: gained a commission in the regular |
establishment, and has seen more active
fichting service than most young men in
the army.

For the same reason that Major Duncan
helieves in the Tagal scouts Major How-
land believes in the Visayans; he has ser-
ved with them.

“T do not think it overstating the case
at all to say that the Phillipines service
the native soldiers are better than our
men from home,” said Major Howland,
who has just left Manila {or his battalion

headquarters at Borongon Samar. “Dis-

them have Been In command of com-{mist from your thoughts all doubts of
panies and have demonstrated their abil- | their loyaltv. Tney like theit servica, are, heve te go and. do it.”

Uncle Sam’s Job in the Philippines

SCOVTS,

|proud of being ‘the president’s soldiers,’

and perform with good grace the duties
they are called on to perform. I like the
Visayans because I know what they have
done, what they can do, and what they
will do. But all of the scout soldiers are
good. i
“For this particular service they have
advantages over the white soldiers “which
can be easily understood. They are in-
ured to tropical conditions; they know the
country they are called upon to serve in,
or when taken to a new sgection they
easily learn the country and the language;
they know the tricks of their own people,
for the methods of Filipinos of different
tribes do not materially differ; they tra-
vel faster and better than the white sol-

diers, both because they find no difficulties |
in the climatic conditions and because

they are able to travel with much less
equipage; they can live on the food of the
country. :

The scouts = can, if necessary, travel

without tentage, for with the handy bolo |

they can quickly construct temporary shel-
ter from the ever present and all bounti-
ful bamboo. The rice and vegetables of
the country are just as good ‘“‘chow” for
them as any they can get; and they
are in no danger of starvation even if
provisions .run out when they are in a
country which has never known cultiva-
tion.

Captain Robinson’s ecompany operating
in the heart of Samar was, through fail-
ure of provisions to reach them, for four
days without any food at all save that
which the men got from fruitless trees
and tropical vegetation. While the diet
was not exactly of a St. Regis or Waldorf-
Astoria kind, officers and men came
through the ordecal with no-ill effects. I
do not, of course, mean to say that for
warfare with white troops these natives
could equal our own soldiers, but as an
insular army, to rise equal to any pro-
blem we have had or have any reason to
anticipate down here, they cannot be ex-
celled.”

In general orders issued from division
headquarters from time to time giving
lists of officers and men who have dis-

! tinguished themselves by specially meri-

torious acts and personal bravery, the

i names of a number of Filipino scouts ap-

pear alongside those of American soldiers

| accredited with similar deeds. Coolness,

intrepidity under fire, alertness in meet-
ing crises—these essential qualities of the
good soldier are revealed in the granting
of certificates of merit, as in the stories
told by their commanding officers. A few
will suffice:— =
Nicolas Napolis, while serving as ser-
geant of Thirty-first company, Philippine

| Scouts—For distinguished gallantry in ac-

tion at Jovellar, Albay, Luzon.

Baldomero Alvarez, serving as first ser-
geant, Forty-third company, Philippine
Scouts—For gallant and meritorious con-
duct in an engagement with insurgents at
Catarman, Island of Camiguin, where
with only nine scouts he met a sudden,
well prepared and savage attack of one
hundred bolo men, and by his gallantry,
presence of mind and coolness, saved his
small command from utter destruction,
inflicted heavy loss upon the enemy and
dispersed the rest of the band.

Pedro Yambao, sergeant Sixth company
Philippine Scouts—For his coolness, cour-
age and good judgment in rallying and
holding a detachment of his company
after his commanding officer had been

| killed, near Santa Ana, Leyte, and for

conspicuous  personal bravery and self-
sacrifice near Santa Ana, Leyte (the next
day’s fight), where, when his detachment
was fired upon at very close range by
American troops, he kept his men from
rctuming the fire, .and, fearlessly expos-
ing himself by advancing to the front,
waving his rifle and hat until he was rec-
ognized, thereby etopping the fire of the
American troops and preventing further
casualties.

There is similar special mention of
others, many of them interesting in re-

vealing the instances of specially meritAi

orious bravery, important particularly in
that, taken as a whole, they show that
there is full warrant for the assertion
that there is the right sort of stuff in
Uncle Sam’s own little- brown soldiers.

His_Job.

“You have been with that firm a long
time,” said the old school friend.

“Yes,” answered the man with the pa-
tient expression of countenance.

“What’s your position?”’

“I’'m an employe.”

“But what is your official title?”

“] haven't any. It’s like this: When

the proprietor wants something done he

Some Thoughts

The Tercentenary Celebration.
at Quebec

in Connection With the Quebec
Battlefields Project

L By John Francis Waters, M. A,, LL. D., Ottawa. J

N

The salvation of ome soul is of more
value than the conquest of an empire.—
Samuel de Champlain.

speak as concerning reproach, as
though we had been weak. Howbeit
whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak fool-
ishly), I am bold also.—Saint Paul, IIL.
Corinthians, xi., 21.

It is neither possible now, nor yet de-
sirable, - to separate the celebration in
honor of the founding of Quebec three
hundred years ago from His Excellency
the Governor-General’s imperial project
of converting what are called the Quebec
battlefields into a national park, as such
unique and haunted by glorious memories.

Without Samuel de Champlain there
had been no battle on the Plains of Abra-
ham nor yet on the fields called Ste. Foye.
In the year 1608 “a lonely ship,” says
Francis Parkman, “sailed up the St. Law-
rence. The white whales floundering in
the bay of Tadoussac, and the wild duck
diving as the foaming prow drew near—
there was no life but these in all that
watery solitude, twenty miles. from shore
to shore. The ship was from Honfleur,
and was commanded by Samuel de Cham-
plain. He was the Aeneas of a destined
people, and in her womb lay the embryo
life of Canada.”

One hundred years later there entered
into his eternal rest the first bishop of
Quebec, of that city “founded on a rock”
by the Christian hero, Samuel de Cham-
plain,

Primary Idea.

There is no room to doubt that the
primary idea of the coming celebrations
was the commemorating of Champlain’s
achievement and the honoring of his glor-
ious memory and. of the blessed memory
of Francois de Laval de Montmorency.
ious memory and of the blessed memory
pontiff Pius X, to the Catholic hierarchy
of Canada makes this abundantly clear.
Who is there to find fault? Who can
find fault? Who can make the thrilling
and romantic story of the old regime in
Canada anything but French and Cath-
olic? Later, indeed, the story of Canada
cannot be separated from the history of
England; and this is a special glory of
our country’s annals—for Canada is my
country too, by long adoption, by sacred
memories, by hard work and striving, by
the most intimate ties,—this, I repeat, is
a special glory of my ecountry’s annals
that, to use the words of the brilliant
Thomas D’Arcy McGee, “the story of
Canada is inextricably intertwined with
the histories of the two greatest empires
of modern times, France and England.”

But for a hundred and fifty years Cana-
da was exclusively French and Catholic.
“It was,” says the writer of an excellent
article in a recent number of The Cath-
olic Register of ‘Toronto, “the French peas-
ant and the intrepid coureur de bois who
first opened up the virgin forest; it was
the Frefich soldier who protected the in-
fant settlements from the fierce onslaught
| of the Iroquois; and, moreover, it was
i the French missionary who imbued both
| woodman and soldier with the spirit of
Christianity and did colossal work in sub-
| duing the ferocity of ‘the aborigines.”
| Why, the very names, the actors, in that

drama of Christian colonization and ad-;

venture for a century and a half are ex-
clusively French and Catholic—names of
Jesuits and Recollets, household words in
French (anada such as these names,
Frontenac, Montmagny, de Lauzun, de
Mesy, the Venerable Mother Margaret
Bourgeoys, and the saintly Mother Mary
of the Incarnation. Whose was the blood
of martyrs that fertilized the soil of the
pious colony? Why, again French and
Catholic, as witness Jogues, Brebeuf,
Lalemont and other saints of God.

Died as Heroes.

But, “when all is said and done, Chris-
tianity is not, God be thanked, the ex-
clusive possession “of French-Canadians or
of Catholics. The history of English and
Protestant Canada really began when the
heroic Wolfe lay dying on the Plains of
Abraham; and it fitly begins in the beau-

+ul expression of devotion to duty and of
childlike, Christian trust in God afforded
by his latest breath. His last words re-
corded by Knoz, whose report is endorsed
by Parkman, are graven in letters of gold
upon the heart of the universal humanity:
“Who run?’ Wolfe demanded, like a man
aroused from sleep. ‘“The enemy, gir.”
“Go, one of you, to Colonel Burton,” re-
turned the dying man; “tell him to march
Webb’s regiment down to Charles river,
to cut off their retreat from the bridge.”
Then, turning on his side, he murmured,
“Now, God be praised, I will die in
peace.”

The chivalrous Montcalm, too, died as
gallantly and as fearlessly as he had lived.
He had measured swords victoriously in
his time with some of the greatest captains
of the age and when he got his fatal
wound before St. Louis’ gate that memor-
able day the laurels of Oswego, of Fort
William Henry, and of Carillon were still
green above his fading eyes. But this
valiant soldier, this noble Louis de St.
Veran, Marquis de Montcalm, when told
that he had but a few hours to live, an-
swered calmly, “They will suffice,” and so
in the darkness of oncoming death, in the
very shadow of the king of terrors, he
took God’s hand as closely, as simply,. as
humbly, as lovingly, as he had on the far
off day of his first communion. Even
as Wolfe, Montcalm’s last thoughts were
of duty and of God, evidenced by his beau-
tiful and touching solicitude for his men
to whom, he said, he had been a father;
by his pathetic thankfulness that he
should not live to witness the defeat of
the French arms; but, above all, by the
edifying fervor of his reception of the last
sacraments of holy church.

Glorious and Fateful.

Never elsewhere in all the world were
rival captains worthier of each other than
Wolfe and Montcalm; never in all the
annals of war—‘“the thunder of the cap-
1[ tains and the shouting’’—-was there a con-
| flict more glorious, more fateful, than that
! in which these heroes fell upon the blood-
stained Plains of Abraham.

This ie the hope, the assured hope of
Canada that French and English-speaking
subjects of our gracious King, Catholic
and Protestant alike, thrilled by these
splendid traditions, may live and work in
harmony for common country, respecting
each the other’s differences—and even pre-
judices—in -matters wherein agreement
scems impossible, but always mindful of
that ideal of individual and national con-
duct held up by the prince of the apostles:
“Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor
the King.”

If we are to have a representative of

tells the cashier, and the cashier tells| France, as is fitting, at these tercentenary
the bookkeeper, and the bookkeeper tells | celebrations at old Quebec, the real France
the assistant bookkeeper, and the assistant | of the chivalrous and romantic past, of the
hookkeeper tells the chief clerk, and the| France of St. Louis, of Montealm, of

chief clerk tells me.”
“And what then?”

“Well, I haven’t anybody to tell, so Il with the noble and

Champlain, of Laval, of Leiis, i him be
a Christian Frenchman, one in sympathy
loyal and . faithful
people of French Canada, who are the

glory of our country, and of whom my late
dear and honored friend, Bir- William
Hingston, spoke so truly when he declared
that “all that America thinks she could
teach them about her boasted progress
would not exceed what they could teach
America in the finest elements of civili-
zation—gentleness and good manners.”

Imperial Rejoicing.

But then, is there any incongruity in
turning what was meant to be primarily
a French and Catholic celebration “into a
great imperial rejoicing because a new
nation was born out of the blood spilled
g0 heroically on the Plains of Abraham
and on the fields of Ste. Foye? Nay, in-
deed, not so. The contrary, in fact.
There is a beautiful congruity and har-
mony—from the Catholic point of view
especially. Earl Grey’s project of com-
memorating the deathless memories of
Wolfe and Montcalm—victor and van-
quished equally glorious—upon the Plains
of Abraham, and de Levis’ splendid
though short-lived triumph at Ste. Foye,
is truly one of the rare inspirations of
tne higher statesmanship. For the vic-
tory at Ste. Foye takes the sting of de-
feat out of the struggle on the Plains of
Abraham; and yet Catholics can mever
forget that it was on the Plains of Abra-
ham that God was good to His pious col-
ony of Canada. It was really the gallant
Wolfe’s victory over the chivalrous Mont-
calm—how one’s heart glows with pride
at the thought how worthy each was of
the other!—that made possible the beau-
tiful and orderly development of French
and Catholic Canada, yea, indeed, of
Christian Canada, to this very hour. “To
the English conquest of Canada,” writes
the gifted editor of The Casket, “we owe
it that Quebec is not today a city of the
atheistic French republic, with the work
begun by Champlain and Laval uprooted
as far as legislation could uproot it. If
the tri-color instead of the Union Jack
floated from the citadel, we should see
our religious turned out of hospital and
school to starve upon the streets or find
a home in some foreign land; thg name
of God erased from our coindge; ' our
schools, our churches, seized by the state,
our use of them merely tolerated because
there is yet no other use to which they
can be put; and the very bells which
called the faithful to the Holy Sacrifice
melted down and cast into statuary te
commemorate those who have most dis-
tinguished themselves by the blasphemy
and obscenity of their writings. In a
word, we owe it, in the providence of
God, to the English conquest of Canada,
that the work begun by Champlain and
Laval goes on flourishing and p: A
And; therefore, there is for the Canadian
Catholic the strongest possible link com-
necting the two elements of the coming
celebration.”

Intellectual Movement.

A wellkknown writer, Miss Anna T.
Sadlier, the accomplished daughter of &
gifted and devoted mother, whe, in her
day and generation, wrought strenuously
for the Catholic and Christian ideal in
America, recently called attention to the
fact that to Quebec French and Catholic
belongs the honor of initiating the firet
intellectual movement in Canada. ‘“Dur-
ing the pioneer times, and the troublous
period preceding and succeeding the con-
quest,” asys Miss Sadlier, “letters were,
with but slight exceptions, necessarily ne-
glected. What is known as the group of
1850 may be broadly considered as the
founders of French-Canadian literature;
that, of course, ante-dated any other.
Within the walls of the ancient city,
after the Jesuits had been driven away,
the seminary of Quebec wae the hearth-
stone of literary activity. Under the in-
spiration of the celebrated Abbe Holmes,
the young and ardent spirits of the day
took fire. While the elite of the city
gathered in the chapel to listen to the
elegant and polished discourse of the elo-
quent priest, whose almost phenomenal
knowledge it has been said, embraced
very nearly every department of human
learning, a circle of literary men began -to
give their thoughts to the world in the
pages of the Repertoire National and the
Soirees Canadiennes, and to work the
prolific soil of their country. Gerin La-
joie, Tache, Etienne Parent, Chauveay,
the Abbe Ferland, Garneau, and Cremazie
were foremost in that original group;
and the names of their successors who
have maintained the standard of culture
on that historic ground can readily be
brought to mind.”” But yesterday, in-
deed, one of them passed away, full of
years and honors, Dr. Louis Frechette;
and it is a matter of common knowledge
that in the Royal society of Canada to
this very hour the French literary sec-
tion asa whole—without reference to cases
of exceptional culture in the English sec-
tion—more than holds its own.

T0 TEST THE SPLIT LOG
- DRAG

—_—

(Moncton Times.)

Hon. John Morrissy, minister of public
works in the provincial government, was
in town yesterday. Mr. Morrissy has been
leading the strenuous life since the close
of the session, visiting various parts of the
province in the interest of his department
and making himself acquainted with minu-
test details. The minister, it is understood,
has been considerably impressed with The
merits of the split log drag as a road-mak-
ing device. He is, indeed, likely to give
the drag a thorough test, and if it proves
as good as represented in actual work on
our country roads, we may expect to see
it generally introduced when the new law
goes into operation next year. Mr. Mor-
rissy is above everything else a practical
man and appears to be determined that
the administration of his department shall
result in better roads; be such, in fact,
that the new government, when making
its first appeal to the people, will be able
to point to results that will merit for it a
renewal of the confidence of the people.
He probably does: not overlook the fagct
that the problem facing him has its diffi-
culties. The roads have been so long neg-
lected that, in many places, it would be

“ra~ier to build new, but a determined

effort with honest and economical adminis-
tration must result in great improvement.
And once good roads are established it
will be a comparatively easy task to main-
tain them.

The directors of the Wiggins Male Or-
phan Institution have presented to Rev.
R. Mathers, retiring superintendent, a
purse of $100 and to Mrs. Mathers $25.




