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- IT WASN'T LOADED
' It Judge Anglin’s decision that Canada
hnnopwertodeportalisnsinsmmd
law—which many doubt—Canada has been
Bourishing an empty pistol for the last
: eight years. The decision leaves the coun-
‘ gry in & somewhat ridiculous position, and
the government’s intimation that the mat-
! tar will be taken to the privy council will
i be welcome. For while meny Canadians
!mubedldrboseeﬂ\edienhborbws
" on’ both sides of the border repealed,
}Mfwﬂlwtbeph‘lodhﬂndwwhﬂe
| the United States can and does enforce
| tle act against Oanadians, We are power-
less @ probect ‘ourselves by invoking &
lor Saw wpon which, in a sense, We
;Mnbm&qendiubryau. This law
| which Judge Znglip puts out of court
! was passed chiefly and in imita-
; -tion g the United statute, and
| some such legislation will “geemingly be
' pecessary so long es our neighbors draw
| and use a ‘weapon which, unlike our own,
‘ is known to be loaded.
., Tt had been hoped by those who view
 meith reluctance the operation of this class
| of legislation that its use here and by the
United States would prove so uncomfort-
!‘Ni to both countries that o modesate
‘ and eensible arrangement would be reach-
ed, ‘abolishing the worst features of the
alien act on both sides of the line. The
failure of our own law when 'the test
' comes prodnces a highly - unsatisfactory
situation. Judge Anglin’s decision is ques-
tioned by many laymen and by some law-
yers, the ccmmon conviction being that
the matter cannot be allowed to rest short
of an appeal to the Imperial Parliament.

BRITAIN AND THE KAISER
The late Lord Salisbury is, credited with
the siatement tliat the question most like-
ly ¢+ involve Europe in a great war was
s China, or Lgypt or the Balkans, but
Morocco. The eaying is in the mouths of
many today when Great Britain’s relations
with Germany, because of the Morocco
. question, are by no means satisfactory.
Germany, if recent reporte are to be be-
lieved, has made certain preliminary moves
which will may be compared to the action
of a man who begins to take off his coat,
in order that he may fight to better ad-
| vantage if the argument leads to blowes.
"Rie New York Herald makes a lLively
. editorial asasult upon the Kaiser, de-
nouncing him as the firebrand of Europe
‘at thie time, and asserting that his Moroc-
[oo meddling is entirely without excuse.
' His purpose, the Herald says, is “to both-
er England, not to fight with France.”
This Herald editorial s marked by cer-
tain peculiarities which euggest that it
" was dictated by Mr. James Gordon Ben-
wett, the Herald’s 'proprietor, A few
‘sentences follow here: . ,
! “The inordinate vanity of William IT.
 impels him to get incessantly into the
" mworld’ae lime light, to thrust his finger into
every international fire and to insist that
- e shall be comsulted upon guestions that
. do ‘oot in the remotest degree affect him-
. @elf or the German people.
y. “His ‘buttingin’ upon the Abyssinian
! railway business—sending Menelik a mis-
! gion‘ end gorgeous presents and making
{ tmouble for the three powers that had the
| radtway under coustruction—and insisting
| that the matter should be submitted to
. him although there are probably mot ten
; Germans in the whole of Abyesinia fur
| mished a notable illustration of this.
;  “A still more striking instance, and one
. franght with dangerous posibilities, is his
. present interference in the Morocco set-
tlement. Germany, as our eontemporary,
the Times, remarked yesterday, does mnot
dwn one front foot on the Mediterranean
and wes no more entitled to be consulted
in that matter than was the United
' Btates.”
| France, on the other hand, as the Herald
' points out, has North African poesessions
' which for hundreds of miles are contigu-
; ous to Morocco, and the continuance of
" disorder and anarchy in her borders was
intclerable. France came to an agreement
with Italy, Spain and Britain, the latter
being mot only a great Mediterranean
power but having the largest commercial
interests in Morocco. For a year Ger-

many expreesed no dissent. Then, the |

other day, came the Kaiser's spectacular
visit to the Sultan and his adoption of
“a course to encourage the reactionary
forces, incite disturbances on the frontiers

of Algeria, stir up turbulence and create |

disorder and insecurity of life and prop-
erty for all Europeans within the Sultan’s
unorganized dominions. His majesty of
Prussia, it appeared at this late date, was
offended that the agreements, and par-
ticularly the Anglo-French convention, had
mot in: advance been eubmitted to his
mighty eelf, and the demand wae formu-
lated. for an ‘internatiomal conference’ to
rearrange the matter. Hence the present
universal pusness at a time when the
world particularly wishes to be left to deal

s s ’ Placiid
i with the momentous crisis in the Far East. | i which she said that she had not much

point of fixing attention on himeelf and of
ammoying Great Britain.”

The Herald believes the Kaiser has un-
wittingly directed attention to "his own
isolation. He is without support in any
quarter. The British have heard much of
late of German threats against England.
In return there have been unofficial utter-
ances in England which were construed
as hostile to Germany. Even British
statesmen and naval officers have more
or less guardedly discuseed. the necessity
for efficient naval preparation against the
War Lord. While France is at present
showing a conciliatory epirit $here is chown
in the British newspapers some disposi-
tion to find out haw far the Kaiser will
carry his aggressive tactics. He has a
great fleet, but compared with that of
Britain it is not formidable. And in Medi-
{erranean matters sea power is everything.

AND YE

Mr. Haggart in his speech indicated
that a corporation might be formed to
take it (the I. C. R.), over and
pay the ' country $750,000 a year
as rental. Betweep an income of
$750,000 a year and business management
of the property, and a loss of from eight
to nine millions a year and public owner-
ship management, the people should not
be long in deciding. ‘Lhe people of Can-
ada this year will pay in customs and ex-
cise taxation an average of seven dollars
a family to meet the Intercolonial ex-
penses. The money could be better ap-
plied.—Mantreal Gazette,

It eounds like a simple proposition, of
course. But let us suppose that a *‘cor-
poration was formed to take it over and
pay the country $750,000 a year as rental.”
That rental would go into the public trea-
sury, presumably, and by so much de-
crease taxation. But the corporation, be-
ing moved by no philanthropic considera-
tions, might raise the rates high enough
to0 pay not only that $750,000, but some
millions in dividends to its stockholders—
in which case the people of the Maritime
Provinces wwould be taxed through the In.
tercolonial much more heavily than they
are now, since the increased rates would
fall principally upon them, True, the
government might stipulate that the rates
should not be raised above a certain level;
but if that level were generally satisfac-
tory would a corporation want the road?
An independent commission of practical
men would be better than private control
if the Intercolonial were to be in no way
affected by the proposed G. T. P. But
until the effect of the latter upon the
Intercolonial can be more accurately es-
timated than is now possible, the future
status of the I. C. R. must remain a mat-
ter for speculation. The only thing about
it that is certain is that the present sys-
tem of management is one that no govérn-
ment can afford to oqnd:inue. .

A BAD RECORD

It is now a few days beyond a year
since 1,031 persons, most of them being
women and children, lost their lives by
the burning of the esgursion .steamboat
Gen. Slocum in the East River, New
York. No one has been punished for the
outrageous lack of proper life saving ap-
pliances that caused the awful death list.
—Boston Journal.

The inspector gwho °pronounced the
steamer’s life-saving oulfit adequate has
been tried three times, and on each oc-
casion the jury disagreed. He will not be
tried again. Seven others were indicted,
but of these none has been tried. The
Journal says with excusable pessimism:
“A more effective service will be given
for a few years, perhaps, and then the
old slipshod ways will return until some
other disaster., That is the average
course of human events.” .

Why is it that a crime so appalling has
produced no greater effect in the line of
increased honesty and security? Greed
and carelessness combined, is the answer
of Collier’s Weekly, which also discusses
this question. “Probably,’ says Collier’s,
“the management of not ogpe steamer in
the whole blessed domain has been
changed radically on account of the
casual investigation undertaken after the
Slocum horror. The foundation truth is
that the people don’t care enough about
the risks they run to make the authori-
ties serious in their control. Steamboat
owners can make more money by packing
swarms of passengers on the paddle-
boxes, by making life preservers out of
any metal that happens to be accessible
and cheap, and by dividing a little with
the government inspectors.”

They get the money by deliberately
risking such horrors as the Slocum af-
fair. Even after a catastrophe like that
no one is punished. There is cause en-
ough for pessimism.

MEAN CIGARETTE SELLERS

The good ladies of the Newcastle W. C.
T. U. gave the town council a bad quar-
ter of an hour this week by waiting upon
the councillors and pointing out that
cigarettes are daily sold to minors in New-
castle and that the Scott Act is violated
with amazing frequency every day in a
small and what seems to be a compara-
tively dry community. As the North

| Shore habit is to use the Canada ‘l'emper-
|ance Act for purposes of revenue—that 1s
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given each grocer and others who sold
cigarettes a copy of the Minors’ Act on
several oceasions. On one occasion she
had delivered such copy one day and the
next day knew that that merchant had
sold a package of cigarettes to a child not
more than five years of age. She further
said that if the Town Council would dis-
claim the power to enforce the law, then
the women would enforce it. A lawyer
in town had tendered his services free of
charge and the Union was determined to
ficht this matter if the Council would not.
(Applause).”

If Mrs. I'roy personally knew that a
dealer sold cigarettes to a child of five one
does mot readily understand why she did
not present the evidence in the proper
quarter and have that dealer held uf) to
the community as a man unfit to enjoy the
respect of his fellows. - Perhaps she did not
have the evidence at first hand. Moral
suasion would be wasted upon such ven-
dors, but surely it would not be wasted up-
on the boys. Perhaps the small chaps do
not get the benefit of either moral suasion
or physical discouragement in effective
doses.

There are in this province some thou-
sands of cigarette-smoking boys whose
parents cannot well be wholly ignorant of
their habits. 1f they are ignorant -they
are curious parents. 1f they know all
about it their efforts to discourage the
habit are very fecble. Yet one fancies
most of them would cheerfully subscribe
to a fund for the prosecution of dealers
who sell the so called coffin-nails to little

boys.

. NO RECIPROCITY

The official Republican attitude toward
reciprocity with Canada is eeen in a
statement just dswed by Mr. Eben S.
Draper, Republican candidate for lieu-
tenant govermor of Massachusetts. Mr.
Foss, who advocates reciprocity of a sort,
is a Republican also, but Draper repre-
sents the machine and Senator Lodge and
bis attitude, is ‘more illuminating than

that of the so called New England reci-
 procity men., Mr. Foss' does not advocate

the sort of reciprocity Canada would ac-
cept. Mr. Draper says there is no chance
for reciprocity of any kind. He says:

“As far as Canadian reciprocity is con-
cerned, I am not in favor of it, and never
have been, because I do mnot consider ‘it
feasible, because I do not think the peo-
ple of Canada would consent to any reci-
procity which would be of benefit to New
England; and because I do not think the
American people of the great Middle West
would be in favor of any Canadian reci-
procity treaty which weuld be of special
benefit either to the people of Canada or
the people of New England.

“Beyond this, I do not believe that,with
the United States Senate cons!ituted as it
is at present, and Canadian reciprocity
treaty that could be negotiated, could be
passed, I therefore think it is entirely im-
practical and academie,

“Again, I believe that reciprocity is nct
the best way to cllange tariff regulations
between Canada and ‘the United States,

it is constitutional - to make reciprocity
treaties between different nations, which
could be originated in the executive de-
partment and passed merely by the Sen-
ate, when they deal with questions of
revenue.” | !

The form of reciprocity favored by some

| manufacturers in New England is not the

form agreeable to these in the Middle
West, The form desired by the Middle
West is vetoed by New England. In both
sections the, heavily protected interests
are opposed to any real cogcessions to
Canada, however anxious they are for free
access to this market, And the influence
of protected interests is all powerful at
Washington. Reciprocity for some time to
come is evidently a dead duck. In Canada
one hears less and less about it.

CLEARED FOR ACTION

The spectacle of the German Emperor

swaggering about and looking for trouble
has ruffled some statesmen and more edi-
tors, but the most warlike demonstration

that has yet foilowed the Kaiser's per-
formance comes from the Toronto Globe

office. The clergyman who edits that
journal has cleared for action and invites
the War Lord to come on and get himselt
annihilated. The editor says a very sma!ll
spark may gause an explosion now, and

he evidently believes the names on th2
casualty list would be almost exclusively
German. Says he:

“If once the British people get it in
their heads that the object of the Emiper-
or is to convince France that the Unitad
Kingdom is a’ useless and faithless ally,
a fearfully dangerous situation will be
created. He is playing with tools with a
razor edge. One trembles to think that
a man wielding such tremendous powers
could be so infatuated and so blind to the
dangers he invokes. The people of Bri-
tain are in anything but a warlike mood.
The financial burdens of the nation are
enormous, and it would take something
very serious to make them disposed to
add to them. But if it were the last
pound and the last bluejacket or red-
coat, they would resent any attempt . of
the Emperor to post them on the walls of
the Chancelleries of Europe as a nation

to fine the dealers as cften as the treasury

men who run the town that they them-
selves are law-breakers when they connive

danger. The nation which issued the sc-
cret orders to the flying squadron in
1899, when the whole of Europe was scow-

and there is very serious question whether

|at the violation of the act and indire'ctly ‘ ling, will scarcely allow Emperor William
profit by it. 'I'he Scott Act tangle is 2 | to gain his point at this juncture at the
| the @ale of liquor. But there is not yet | proud country.
| enough public sentiment favorable to pro-
hibition to enforce it. proceeds:

The question of cigarettes is a'simpler | “i he flatters himself that the conse-
matter. There are comparatively few men | quences would be inconsiderable, it must
in any community mean cnough to sell | be thought that his meglomania has reach-

2 . ed a dangerous stage. It is mo piece o
cigaretbes fo o, and the n-umber Ofjbr'«n._.{gmlv:»cio to say that even if France
men ‘vho will buy cigarettes and deliber- | remains - neutral, Britain -alone could in

ately give them to boys is still smaller. ja very gshort time destiroy Germany as a

The clergyman warms to his work as he

bad one. If enforced, the act will prevent | expense of the reputation and honor of a |

f |

the British Empire is a broken reed, the
next development in the play will be that
the whole of the continental powers will
be ready to enter into plots against her
peace. This is the® serious alternative
that William has placed before the Brit-
ish people. They are likely to say that if
they must fight Germany let it be now,
when they have some friends in the
world.”

This sounds somewhat heated. But,
come to think of it, all Canada would be
even more bellicose: than the Toronto ed-
itor did the German but go a step farther
than he has gone. Berlin’s attitude at
the time of the Boer war still rankles.
But the Kaiser probably knows.as well
as anybody how far he c¢an go with
safety. =

THE BEER DIVES

The practice of giving beer licenses to
all who ask for them helps to
breed in St. .John such deplor-
able conditions as caused Wednes-
day might’s tragedy and led to the
amazing disclosures at last night’s inquest.
Without in any way building upon the
evidence thus far taken, it is clear the
time has come for plain speaking and rad-
ical action in referemcé to the beer dives
which flourieh in many quarters of the
city, but particularly in those quarters
which most demand thé attention of the
police. All places in which light béer is
sold, and all persons who sell it, are not
alike. There are, no doubt, beer shops
where the law is observed in epirit and
letter. But why issue beer licenses to per-
sons whose premises are céntres of drunk-
enness and prostitution? :

Year in and year out the same names
appear in the police count Tecords and the
same gections of the city are disgraced by
the filthy revels of a class for whose pat-
ronage a great many of the so-called beer
sellers bid day and night. It is notorious
that .in many of these places intoxicants
are either sold or are immediately  pro-
curable by frequenters who are regarded
as “safe.”” Thus these places become rally-
ing points for the disreputable of both
sexes, and neither frequenters nmor propri-
etors can be reached effectively by the oe-
casional fines and jail terms which they
regard rather congamptnomly. It is not
necessary here to dwell upon the infiu-
ences encountered in these places by' the
children of the “regulars” or by boys and
girls seeking amusement and without
eithey education or character to protect
them from pollution. The squalid tragady
which thrusts this unpleasant subject up-
on the ‘notice of the community carries a
meaning too significant to be ¥ ignored
either by those who make and énforce the
laws or by the organigations which charge
themselves with the work of checking evils
in the community in eo far as the, cun.

The whole list of beer licenses needs im-
mediate atiention. -In a oity like this the
chardcter, antecédents, and associates of
applicants are krown or can readily be
learned. The record of most is an open
book. The bad and doubtful holdess of
licenses should ‘be compelled +to stop sell-
ipg beer, apd -the .premises of such per:
sons as areldee fit to contihue selling
should be subjeoted to a rigorous inspe-
tion, with the understanding that the con-
tinuation of business depends entirely up-
on good behavior. In this way many
known ocentres of squalid vice would be
removed. The lower ¢lass of these places
has no excuse for Jonger existence.

KITCHENER'S WARNING

While Lord Kitchener and Lord Curzon
have united in urging upon -the Home
government the necessity for strengthen-
ing the Indian frontier against Russian
attack they have differed as to the meae
ures necessary for the reform and increase
of the Indian army. Both are men of a
somewhat dictatorial temper and both are
men whose counsel is highly regarded in
England. The British government has
given Lord Kitchener his way to a large
| extent, and, howeyer costly his plans are,
they will go far toward cloging India’s
northern door against the Russiane.

In carrying his point Lord Kitchener
speaks very plainly of the Russian menace,
and appears to make little of the fact that
Russia is crippled for years to come 28 &
result of the war with Japan. If the dan-
ger to_India is now as great as K. of K.
believes it, one may well ask what it
would have been had Russia’s strength and
ambition not been measurably diminished
by sixteen months of experience in Man-
‘churia. For some years at least the world
will expect the Bear to avoid trouble and
recuperate. But, as ten or fifteen years
may suffice to allay domestic disaffection
and recover in great measure from the ef-
fects of the Manchurian adventure, the In-
dian question cannot be regarded as set-
tled. No doubt Lord Kitchener believes
the yearns of Russia’s helplessness afford
a golden opportunity for the Britih, since
} by systematic work they may perfect their
| northern defenced™in India before the Slav
“is again ready to stretch southward.
| When that time comes the British and
| the Japanese may have a hard and fast
| offensive and- defensive alliance. France

|
| may etand with them. Germany may pool

iintvmat.s with Russia. The need for the

. rg - | too pusillanimous to carry out her obliga- | expenditure now propesed by Lord Kitch-
Qeeds money—the '\‘\: G . UL \.n.ll make | tions to a sister nation and ready to leave | ener is already recognized by the govern-
little progress until it has convinced the | her ally in the lurch at the first sign of | . 4+ Y4 is a form of insurance. A stiffly

defended boundary and strong allies would |

keep the Russians out of Afghanistan. But
without these India is a temptation the
| Russians Mght not long resist.

A SIGNIFICANT VQTE
’ Perhaps the most significant of the Brit-
| ish bye-clections is that for Chichester di-

| vision of Sussek, where the Balfour candi-
| date just escaped defeat although the con-

| stituency had such a long and strong Tory

| record that the Liberals often allowed it
'to go by default. The Whithy election,
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"The dealers who break the law may read-
ily be discouraged if the reformers are in

maritime power, and mu‘ke her colpninl 1 in which the Liberals were recently euc-
dreams dreams indeed. So patent is all |

this that we are justified in hoping that

earnest. From the Advocate’s report of |the Emperor will not proceed much farth-

following:— - of taking. There will be a general hope

that the British ministry will deal firmly

But His Mdjesty of Prussia Mas gained his | faith in moral suasion. She had personally | in demonstrating to his fellow-rulers thut
; - i per ta

»

the Newcastle council meeting we take the | er along the path he seems to be desirous | ment, but thoug g

“Mrs, Troy made a few stirring remarks | with the situation. Even a Jover of peace |
could say this) for if the Kaiser succeeds | Tent ag
| .chester,

cessful for the finst time in twenty-five

| years, was a bad revepse for the govern-

succeeded in Chi-
gehows even more plainly

chester the ¥
than in JWii#¥y the set of the popular cur-
t' the administration. The Chi-

¥acancy was caused .by the ap-|
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junior lord of the treasury, When he
sought re-election, the Liberals, who had
not contested the seat since 1892, decided
to test public feeling, and the struggle
commanded wide attention.

Lord Talbot is a brother of the Duke of
Norfolk and was regarded as an excep-
tionally etrong candidate personally. Hie
majority was 412. Explaining ite signifi-
cance a well-informed writer says:

The official returne show that Lord Tal-
bot received 4,174 votes, while Mr. Allen,
the Liberal, polled 3,762. But to perceive
the full significance of this latest election
it is necessary to glance at previous elec-
tions, At the general election of 1885 the
Tory candidate in the Chichester division
polled 4,760 votes against 2,470 for the
Liberal. In the general election of 1836
the Tory was returned unopposed. In 1888
the Tory was returned without opposition.
In 1802, under the stimulus of Mr. Glad-
stone’s trumpet call, a Liberal contested
the distriet with the result that the Tory
candidate received 4,236 votes to the Lib-
eral's 2,361, showing a Tory majority of
1,875. At the elections in 1804, 1895 and
1900 Lord Edmund Talbot was returned,
unopposed, the Liberals regarding a con-
test as hopeless, a waste of momey and
enengy. Now Lord Talbot barely escapes
getting submerged in’' the Liberal tide
sweeping over the: whole country.

THE BEST OCEAN FERRY

There is much to support the somewhat
ambitious statenm‘nt of Sir William Mulock
that Canada will ultimately command the
entire mail traffic between Great ‘Britain
and North America. The ehort route
gives Canada an immense advaptage which
cannot be overcomé. The turbine ehips
which are more economical in ceoal and
boiler epace than the common type will
soon reduce the cost of a fast pastage.
Given a 25knot steamer over the shorb
Canadian route and the best time from
Queenstown to New York is reduced by
more than one-third. And the Canadian
routes, from Sydney, Halifax or the St.
Lawrence' offer many advantages to pass-
engers who are in a hurry and who wish
to epend as little time as posaible out of
sight of and wighout communication with
the land. Ll

“It is reasomable to suppose,” says the
Montreal Herald in discussinggghe passcn-
ger business, “that the great majority of
transatlantic travelers would prefer a
route which reduces the actual ocean cross-
ing, from land to land, by nearly 1,000
miles, or over one-third of the total dis-
tance. The passenger by our 8t. Lawrence
steamships spends the firet two or two and
a balf days of his passage within view of
magnificent soenety; after bidding fare-

| well te the Canadian coast off Fame Point

or the Island of Anticosti he can send &
fina] message ashore through the Marconi
stations in the beautiful straits of Belle

Isle, or, in the éarlier monthe of the ‘eéa” '

senttoThe Telegraph will bring one of these bf refurﬁ'maﬂ.
Semi-Weekly Telegraph for one year

son, from Cape 'B-axze. Having cleared one
or other of these points there only re-
maing a run of about 1,700 miles before he

‘is off the coast of Ireland, a distance

which, by the Belle Isle route, the new
steamships are likely to cover in less than
four daye.”

Growing population here, growing busi-
ness with Burope, and the ehort route,
will unite to hasten the .coming of the
Canadian fast line.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Russia is talking about both a battle
and an armistice, but there is little doubt
that the armistice is the favorite.

. & &

Young Mr. Hyde's resignation has been
accepted. But, in the end, will Mr.
Thomas F. Ryan’s control be any better
than Mr. Hyde's? o ]

* & @

“The year 1816 was summerless,” says
an exchange. . ‘“The seasons got twisted
and there was frost in July.” But why go
away back to 18167 What’s dhe matter
with 10057 :

. ewee

The purpoee. of the 8t. John dry dock
delegates, it mow appears, is to ask the
government to take over the subsidies se-
tured by the company and guarantee the
bands necessary to build the dock. A fa-
vorable reply would mean that the dock
would be built, and that before long.

* & @

Dr. A. B, Walker, who set out for a
tour of Europe some time ago to promote
his -African civilization movement, is in
Toronto. He addressed a meeting.of col-
ored people there _the other night, and
gaid that “to the negro, the success of
the movement would open the way to
negro nationhood and empire.” The doc-
tor is progressing.

A Digby correspondent writes, in better
vein, saying recent miscarriages of justice
in Nova Scotia have led people there to
believe that serious crimes will go un-
punished. Some may feel that way, but
there. is probably no good reason for any
such impression. Where there is evidence
enough puniehment is practically certain.

* * *

One of the latest by-elections in  Eng-
land, that for the Whitby division on the
first of this month, shows the tide contin-
ues to flow in favor of the Liberals with
undiminished force, says an exchange.
The Tories considered the seat fairly
safe, but they have lost it by more than
four hundred votes. The total vole poll-
ed was 8,649, of which Mr, Buxton, Lib.
eral, received 4,547 and Mr. Beckett,
Tory, 4,102. The results of previous elec-
tions from the time Mr. Gladstone adopt-
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ed the cause of Home Rule were: In
1885 the Tory candidate was returned by
a majority of 340 in a total vote of 9,758;
in 1888 the Tory majority was 1,138 in a
total of 9,018; in 1832 the Tory majority
was 1,083 in a total of 8,735, and at elec-
tions in 1895 and 19800 the Liberals, re-
garding a contest on their part as abso-
lutely hopeless, allowed: Mr. Beckett to
be declared elected without opposition.
Now the Liberals have won the district
after a stitf fight by 445, which, taken in
conjunction with all the preceding by-
elections of the past two years, ipdlcates
that a great majority of the British peo-
ple are dissatisfied with the policy of Mr.
Balfour’s’ government.
J * " @

Mr. Monk wants to give the people of
the West two languages. The westerners
seem to be ablé to do their thinking and
speaking so remarkably well with one lan-
guage that it would be a pity to disturb
existing arrangements by giving them an-
other that they have no particular use for.
—Ottawa Free Press.

Mr. Monk is not worrying about the
need for two languages in the West. He
seeks a political advantage, but he will fall
far short of seouring it unless all signs fail.
And his demand will stir the West less
than the Kast, which means that it will
not amount to much, or in any way ewell
Mr. Monk’s reputation for political eaga-
city.

B L ] -

The latest example of the engineer hoist
by his own petard is Mr. Herbert Bowen,
late United States minister at the court
of Castro. Mr. Bowen wrote to Secretary
of War Taft addressing him as “My Dear
Bill,” and making various charges of
“graft” against the then acting sécretary
of state, Mr. Loomis. Mr. Roosevelt and
Mr. Taft have “fired” Mr. Bowen, and
Mr. Roosevelt spanks him severely for
disloyalty, dishonesty and much else. Mr.
Bowen seems to have listened too serious-
ly to stories heard in Venezuela where,
by all accounts, they grew the mest ac-
complished liars in this hemisphere, And
there was just enough truth in the stories
about Loomis to make the lies dangerous.

THE GREATEST ' PRO¥ESSION

The future of the world, the future of
any state, rests firally upon the quality of
its children; and the profession of mothes,
therefore, is the most impentant of all. If
the condition: under which that profes-
sion is excreised are silly or rotten, our
flects, our armiee do no more than guard
a thing that dies—H. G. Wells.

A PITIABLE FIGURE
(Toronto Globe).

The most pathetic figure of much prome
inence in the world today is Nicholas II.,
the Empcror of Russia. Physically weak
and mentally not robust, he has for the
past few months been subejcted to a con-
tinuous strain that would have tried the
endurance of nerves of steel and tested the
resourcefulnesg of a Cromwell or a Bona-
parte. He has seen minister after minis-
ter removed from his side by the hand of
the assassin while carrying out a policy
that has been traditicnal with his ances-
tors not anerely for generations, but for
centuries. 'I'ne bolt has invaded his own
domestic circle, and stricken down ong of
his near blcod relatives. ' He must fear, if
he does not believe, that his own life is
in the power of the assassin, who is ap-
parently only waiting to give him a chance
to make h's peace fith the Russian people
by putting him in close and sympathetia
relations with them.

THE NERVOUS TALE
OF A SURGEON PALE

By Lewis Allen.

(Herr Braun, a Berlin surgeon, while re-
moving a growth from a man's braln, acci-
dentally fastened the optic nerve to base of
the auditory nerve and the auditory nerve
to the base of the optic nerve, with the ré-
sult that the man heard noises when -thera
was light and saw lights when there were
neigcs.)

Have you heard the tale of the suregon pale
Whose knife made a grievous swerve

As he worked with will and a lot of skill
On a poor man’s optic nerve? p

As the nerves he fixed some got badly mixed,
How ’'twas done is not made clear.

But the man, poor guy, cofild hear with his

ese
And see quite well with his ear!

When a bonnet gay passed along his way
He could hear the bright hues clang.

Colored hose or socks gave him awful shocks
And the sun rose with a bang.

When a flower would bloom he could hear {t

boom,

He could hear each hue unseen;

Ev'ry color found made a diffsrent sound
And the noise of rain looked grcen!

The sound of a bell he could see quite well
He could fee a sweet voice glow, ?
And a sudden crash with a vivid flash,
With oaths made a brilliant show.
An old coon-sorg made a study in shade,
A cshout was a streak of blue.
The noise of a band Wwas llke fireworks
grand;
Each sound was a different hue,

And this is the tale of the surgecn pale
And the man whose head was mixed,
Whose good optic nerve was laid in a curve
Arcund to his car and fixed.
He could hear the mcon and could see a
tune,
But all this should not re:m queer,
For the man, pocr guy, could hear with his
ere
Ana .ee quite well with his ear.
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