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London Traffic

(By R. A. Scott-James.)

One day, in the year 1904, certain
persons stood at Hyde Park Corner,
in London, counting the vehicles which
passed between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. The
number was 29,000. Nineteen years
later enumerators stood at the same
spot bLetween the same hours, and
counted 56,039 vehicles. It was re-
marked that the number had almost
doubled, To the citizen of New York
that may seem a small rate of increase.
1 suppose the traffic in Broadway may
' have doubled in five years, quadrupled
tn ten—I have not the statistics. but
1 have a vivid recollection of the con-
trast between 1923 and 1912.

We have not doubled our London
traffic figures. But it should be re-
membered that the problem which has
only recently vexed -the authorities in
New York and Chicago has been ever
present in London for centuries. Even
in 1698—before the Pilgrim Fathers
sailed—John Stow, author of “A Sur-
vey of London,” complains of the traf-
fic conditions, and the failure,to ab-
serve “the good laws and customs of
this city.” And if we go back a lit-
tle matter of twenty years, 1 venture
to say that the conditicns were far
worse then than they are today. The
congestion in 1904 was far greater
than in 1924,

Judge Cluer declared the other day
i a court of law that “London is
made up of elderly men and women
trying to get out of the way of
vehicles.”” But these men and women,
being clderly, must remember the days
where there were no automobiles, when
the traffic crawled and staggered over
the crowded streets. My own earliest

recollection of this formidable city is
that of m not very wide thoroughfare
seen from the top of a horse-omnibus
—or rather, not the thoroughfare it-
self, which was invisible, but of an in-
terminable double column of horse
omnibuses struggling to make progress,
horses slipping and recovering them-
selves, wheels jammed against wheels,
foot-passengers deftly dodging be-
neath the heads of horses—an amas-
ing chaos which, if it happened today,
would be the subject of debates in

. Parliament and fulminating letters in

the columns of The Times.

The police will bear out my conten-
tion. Chief Constable Bassour, an of-
ficial of thirty years’ experience, was
recently questioned about modern
traffic conditions, and replied: “In the
days when horse-drawn vehicles pre-
dominated, once a block occurred it
took a long time to sort it out, and J
have seen traffic stationary from Pic-
cadilly Circus to Old Bond Street.”

1 can remember another occasion,
when 1 was in-my teens, sitting almost
in the centre of Hyde Park, which is
to London much what the Central
Park is to New York. North and
south of this considerable open space
run two of the great main roads which
join the centre of London to the sub-
urbs. As I sat there I heard from the
one side and from the other a continu-
ous deep rumble into which the noise
of a procession of horse-vehicles melt-
ed, like the sound of a distant inten-
sive bombardment on the western front
in the war. But a day or two ago,
when 1 was in the same spot, there
was no such continuity of sound, for

Everyone looks well
in a Monarch-Knit
Sweater, the styles
are so smart, the
designs have such

fetching cleverness.

Sold by reliable dealers through-
out Canada at prices rangding

from $2 to $10.

 MONARCH
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This is the question
often asked about the
woman who is wearing
a Nemo Self-Reducing
Corset.

It not only makes
its wearers look
smaller but actually
makes them smaller
in size and lighter
in weight.

If you have never
worn a Self=Reducing
Corset you will not
regret trying one;
and we suggest you
"do it today."

Nemo No. 620, illustrated, is
designed for the average stout

figure. Low bust with elastic
inserts: long, flexible skirt.

Sizes 22 to 36. Price $56.00.
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there was no continuous stream of
trafic. I heard only the muttering
and the groaning, now of this great
motor-bus, as it rushed along, now
of that heavy lorry—they were sep-
arated, and their noises were dis-
tinct.

But Londoners, like other pgople,
quickly forget the old conditions,
which were tolerated without a mur-
mur in more easy going days, though
the conditions of today are fiercely
denounced. Now the air is full of
talk of the scandal of “increasing con-
gestion,” and men point to figures such
as 1 have just quoted, forgetting that,
though there may be nearly twice as
many vehciles in the road, they move
far more than twice as fast, and cir-
culate with greater freedom. It is the

abuses which no one would have
thought of preventing or objetcing to
a generation ago. And so questions
are being asked in parliament about
the state of the London streets; jour-
nalists are writing denunciatory artl-
cles in the press; judges make satirical
remarks ‘in the courts; and Sir Alfred
Yarrow has sprung into prominence
by offering to present London with a
bridge across Oxford Circus, to carry
one stream of trafic across another.
All are saying: “If the congestion is
so bad today, what will it be in the
summer, when hundreds of thousands
of visitors from overseas crowd into
London for the Exhibition?” And yet
underground London is intersected by
. web of electric subways, all but
two non-existent twenty years ago,
which, between them, carry nearly as
many passengers as all the old horse
omnibuses and trams put together.

Civilization, in time, may find for
itself a better way. But the truth is
that civilisation has always, up to
now, created towns and traffic, and
the problems that go with them. That
was why the poet Horace declared
that he hated.and shunned the pro-
fane crowd, and retired’ to his rustic
villa to compose his odes. But one
suspects that he, too, was often con-
tent to absent himself from felicity
awhile. Men, up to now, have always
built towns as if they like congestion.
When cities were small, and the traffic
otherwise insufficient to become a nui-
sance, they made the streets narrow
and tortuous; and so there was doubt-
less a traffic problem in the Middle
Ages. I have marveled at old French
towns, like St. Omer, where fairly
broad highways have perversely nar-
rowed as they converged upon the
central “place,” or square; where the
“movement”  of medieval bourgeols
vehicles and feudal trains must have
caused many & “block” and much
angry confusion. And even in these
days, in the backward Turkish city
of. Adrianople—so narrow areé the
streets, so bad the going, so awkward
the turnings—that I have seen bullock
wagons and horse vehicles and mount-
ed gendarmes mixed up inextricably.

The world, it seems, loves, and has
lalways loved, a crowd; in traffic mat-
ters it abhors a vacuum. It has
always been the nature of cities to
create conditions which ery out for
reform.

Perhaps it may not always be so.

1 remember a broad road, which
forward looking men had constructed,
between Minneapolis and. St. Paul.

I remember incredibly broad streets
in Winnipeg, built with a view to the
twenty-first century.

The Swedish Rallway Administration
has placed an order for 50 new electric
jocomotives, involving an expenditure
of about $2,800,000,

Chicago has a realty assessment
valuation of $1,176,670,844.
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habit of our age to be disturbed about
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1today, ‘the Faster recess was begun.
The Commons will not re-assemble
until April 24, when the budget de-

Ottawa, April, 16—When the House l bate will have precedence over all oth-
of Commons _gdjourned at six o'clock er business.

o T g o v

®
(

9. r

TRADE MARK
RIGISTERED

PLAYER ROLLS
are Beitter

-naturally they cost us
both a little more

660—The Holy City.

“Mr

. Easter Music
for Your Player Piano

677—The Palms (English and French words).
1084—Crucifix (English and French words).
1539—Hymn Medley—1. Holy,
the Lord is Risen Today.
12869—Easter Chimes (Descriptive).
013293—Sabbath Day Reflections.
1552—The Old Rugged Cross.
2325—Hallelujah! (From Handel’s
“Messiah”).
2415—Anchored (Sacred).
12862—Chapel Chimes.
1543—In the Garden

and this Educational Story Roll

D74—THE STORY OF EASTER
(Including a medley of Easter Hymns with words)’

Holy. 2. Christ
3. Calvary.

POPULAR HITS SELLING NOW !

“Linger Awhile”—“I'm Goin’ South”
“It Ain’t Gonna Rain No Mo!”

Radio Man”

“Where the Lazy Daisies Grow”
“So This Is Venice”
“The West, a Nest and You”

ASK YOUR MUSIC DEALER!

Musical Merchandise Co., Limited 79 Wellington St. West, Toronte

cleaning day.

ladder and dust cloth?

home!

other
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FREDERICTON:
SUSSEX:

OUR home surely has many
nooks and corners,
mouldings, pictures, radiators, drapes
and upholstered furniture that prove
a burden and a trouble to you every

Haven’t you often wished for some
means to whisk the dust from these
places quickly and easily, and without
the necessity for the customary step

You can have such a service in your
The newly -designed. Hoover
suction cleaning attachments will do
all these tasks for you, more efficiently
than you could ever do them with any
method. They are provided for
use with the Hoover Suction Sweeper,
the electric cleaner that combines the

Colwell & Jennings

such as

A new home-cleaning service

three essentials of thorough cleaning—
beating, sweeping and air-suction.

These unusual tools embody many re-
finements. A new locking device holds
them firmly together. A swivel joint

enables you to clean around curves

uses.

MONCTON:

without strain, and the suction of the
tools has been increased by scientific
design. One tool takes care of practic-
ally every necessary cleaning task, and
other pieces are provided for unusual

Only from a practical demonstration
can you gain a proper idea of the tre-
mendous labour-saving value offered
by The Hoover and its new attach
ments. Phone any Authorized Hoove
Dealer. He will be pleased toshow you.
If you wish to purchase, convenient
monthly payments will be arranged.

AUTHORIZED HOOVER DEALERS

Manchester, Robertson Allison Limited

Sumner Co., Limited

King’s County Electric Co. “The Hydro Shop”’

J.H. CORCORAN
GETS PROMOTION

Popular C. N. R. Official

General Agent of Steam-
ships Depattment

Moncton, April 16—John H. Cor-
coran, general traveling passenger agent
C. N. R. Atlantic region, has been ap- |
pointed general agent, steamship de-
partment, Atlantic and Central regions
with supervision over all steamship
passenger traffic through the ports of
Quebec, St. John and Halifax, accord-
ing to announcement made here today.

Mr. Corcoran, dean of the C. N. R.
traveling agents,is welt known through-
out. the Maritime Provinces, where he |
enjoys a wide acquaintanceship and
has many friends among the public,
raflway and steamship officials.

A native of Charlottetown, he enter-
ed the service of the Intercolonial Rail-
way at Moncton in October, 1890, as
roundhouse clerk, transferred to the
general passenger department as gen-
eral clerk and traveler in 1892, resign-
ing in August, 1911, to become general
agent, passenger department, Grand
Trunk Railway, headquarters Monc-
ton, where he continued as such until
co-ordination of the C. N. R.-Grand
Trunk lines in the spring of 1921
When he was appointed general travel-
ing passenger agent C. N. R. here, his
duties being: particularly . concerned
with the steamship passenger traffic
through Maritime ports.

N. S. ESTIMATED
REVENUES SHOWN

Halifax, April 16—Estimated reve-
nue for the present fiscal year of $5,
454,879.06 against estimated expendi-
tures of $5,348,827.21 were shown in
the budget brought down in the Nova
Scotia Legislature this afternoon by
Hon. D. A. Cameron, Provincial Sec-
retary and Treastrer, who gave notice
that he would tomorrow move the
House into committee on supply to
consider the estimates.

For The Children

IVE your children all the Christie

Biscuits they can eat. Christie’s Biscuits

are not only deliciously tasty but.entirely

wholesome, owing to the absolute purity of

their ingredients, combined with faultlessly
clean methods of manufacture.

Many children have been raised from
infancy om Christie’s Arrowroot Biscuits

Christie’s
Biscuits

There’s a Christie Biscuit Jor Svery Jaste
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" The SOLID
Comfort of Walnut

ARK-GRAINED, lustrous, beautiful—Gibbard
~ Solid Walnut furniture endows the guest room
with the magic charm of hospitality.

“Walnut!” exclaims the delighted visitor. “I do

love walnut.”

:‘\’_es, we like walnut, too,” replies the hostess.
“This is only a moderate-priced suite, but it is solid.
Bob says he’d sooner have a Gibbard Solid Walnut
suite, no matter what it cost, but really, you'd be sur-
prised to know how moderate in price Gibbard Solid

Furniture is.”

“Solid! Is this Solid Walnut? Why, solid walnut
used to cost a small fortune! And it’s a lovely Chip-

Furniture sold.

€ers.

pendale design, too. Really, I am in love with it
Solid Walnut—do you mean it?”

“Yes, guaranteed genuine, solid walnut,” repeats
_the hostess, smiling. '

And she opens a drawer and shows the guarantee repro-
duced below, which is attached to every piece of Gibll:ard

By specializing in the solid woods, Gibbard has brought
good solid walnut, solid mahogany and solid oak furniture
within the reach of people of moderate means,

. Made in “period” designs— Queen
Anne, Chippendale, Colonial, Italian, etc.
The decorations are executed by hand carv-
Most any furniture dealer can show
you examples of Gibbard Furniture.

Ask

him to show you the Gibbard catalogue,

too.

It contains the full line.

1hbard

Solid Walnut:
Solid Mahogany @

and Solid

Oak
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