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Mr. McGOWAN. I suppose It got into
that condition on the way to Monitreal ?

The MINISTER 0P AGRICULTURE.
Yes.

Mr. McGOWAN. Then, your cars were
at fault.

The 'MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
The cars were flot the cars that we have
dealt with on the rallways. That beef was
shipped in special cars by the people who
shlpped it.

Mr. CLANCY. It seems to be rather ex-
trnordinary that proper care should uot;
have been taken at the outset to see Iliat
that meat was received in prime condition,
beause the hon, gentleman knows that
these experiments ai'e perfectly useless If
we are to, be told that the goods went ail
right so far as cold storage was concerned,
but that the excuse in the end is, when they
are found to be dnmnged, that they were not
reeived in prime condition. It Is rather
discouraging and casts doubt and suspicion
upon the value of cold storage as it is yet
worked out. I think the lion. gentleman
will agree with me that cold storage Is ln
Its experimeutal stage to a very consider-
able extent. It bas flot been put beyond
ail question s0 far, although, I may sny
there is a disposition, and n very strong one
to, If possible, make cold storage a grent
success. The bon. gentleman has been
forced, perhaps, to have It somewhat ex-
perimental ail througlh. It seems to me
that the greatest care should be takien that
wvhen perishable goods are sent as an ex-
pertinent the first condition should he that
they are properly received. I know nothiag
that iii cast more discredit on the whole
thiug than saying that it was ail right ln
cold. storage, but that is came there iii bnd
condition. It ls the business of the depart-
ment to guard against offering any suchi
excuse as that to the public.

The MINISTE R 0F AGRICULTURE. In
the first place I want to say to the non.
gentleman (Mr. Clancy) that these ship-
ments were not experiments of tile depart-
nment, that they were entirely managed by
private parties who sent thein without nny
control or supervision on the part of the
department. In the second place, I under-
stand that this siipmient of ment wvas made
iii a way in wvhich I ivould not, myself, ai-
10w nny shipment to be made. Tlie ment
wvas not hung iu the compartments, but
jpacked on Its side like cordwood. I belleve
that under certain circumnstances and con-
ditions, If the ment is perfectly cool when
It Is put lu and kept cool, that cau be doue,
but ln tîjis particular Instance ln whichi
thils one shîpmnent falled, the ment was
known flot to be perfectly cool when It was
Put in the cold storage chamber of the ship.
Tint Is the report of our officers and fi: Is
the acknowledged report of the shippers.
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The fallnre lu carrying It ncross wns due
to that. The other sbipments which were
hung lu the cold storage chambers, urrlved
lu perfect condition.

Mr. McGOWAN. There seems to be some-
thing wrong wlth this systemi of storiug
ment lu coid storage when It goes bnd ln
the way it does. I know that there are
thousunds of cargoes shipped fromn Chicago
almost every day, and it does seem to me
that It is a very important matter, If we
are going to establish a trade lu Canadian
ment shipped lu cold storage, that we shouid
be careful to see that we ndopt a proper
system. These shipments are golug every
day from Chicago to Liveypool and Londou,
and they have been for years. The Armour
and Swif t companies are sendiug ment over
constantly.

.The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
That meat is nlways hung as far as I know,
and the ment that was huug and not laid
on Its side went through lu a perfectiy sat-
isfactory condition.

Mr. McGOWAN. Does your officer not
exercise nny supervision over the placiug
of goods lu the cold storage chambers ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
Not over these sbipments.

Mr. McG0WAN. It is unfortuate that
nothlng hns been doue to perfect the sys-
tem.

Mr. SPROULE. It must be a strong ar-
gument agalnst the value of our cold stor-
age system, that, whereas they are ship-
plug ment fromn Australia, a distance of
7,000 miles, which arrives lu perfect condi-
tion, we cannot ship it 2,000 miles and de-
liver It lu good condition. The fact Is that
the department have exercised no coutrol
over it. If they had any control sucli ns
they ought to have, they should exercise
it so as to prove that the systemn Is uot only
feasIble but useful, because, If, as has hnp-
pened, a shlpment Is laid dowu ln England
lu an imperfect condition others wiil not re-
pent the experîmeut. Iu this case they ab-
andoned it nfter they had made a trial be-
cause it was a failure. It seems to me that
there Is somethlug radicnlly wrong with the
cold storage system that Is provided. The
hon. mînister spoke about three kinds of
cold storage, mechanical cold storage and
cold storage by refrlgeration-I-persume, by
tce, would It not be ?

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
No, there Ws no coid storage with tce on
steamers 'that I know of. There Is noue
now.

11r. SPROULE. You hnd that system at
first.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE. I
never had IL.
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