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>•' If the master (of a Hebrew servant), have giv«n hiiu a wi:i%

and ahe have liorn him sons or dauj^htora. tkc wj/i; and her chil-

dren shall be her matters, and he shall ^'<» out tree by hitiwelf."

(Kx. XXI : 1). The wife and chiUiren, in ;.uch a ease, being placed

under the protection of avieh words as these ;

—

" If a man smite his servant or his maid, with a rod, and he die

under his liand, he shall be surely punished; notwithstaudinx'. it

he c 'iLtiiiue a day or two. li' shall not be punished, /»r he u his

vu)neyr—(Ex. xxi.: 20 i I'J.)

Colenso then proceeds to mfti,'nify aiul endorse the " revulsion

of feoliuT with, which he says, an iutelli^'t-nt chriitiau imti.t-

hoard these words : '"His whole soul revolted a^'ainst the notion

that the Gieat and Blessed God, the Merciful F-^her of ul,

mai?khid would speak of a servant or maid " as mcr -mouty."

and allow u horriljle crime to go unpunished, &e.

It i- paii:ful to see the irreverent and sneerini; mani'er in vhicli

this liishop tami>ers with ihe word of viod, while a.- is eviilentlv

ignorant of its meaning. One would think that the very form

of expression in this pa ;age would have led any reader to ubservf

that the meaning could not be absolutely according to the letter.

Silver and gold were " currAjnt money with the merchants." Xo

rational reinler will say that the slaves could be money, in tiu-

literalsen.se; they would surely Ixe clum»y cash. We are, there-

fore, compelled to seek out the meauiug of the exp'-ession— ••Ht;

is his monev." It must be discovered by a ratioiml examination

of Hebrew Scripture, and we need not search long to tind it out.

The texts, at whose equity and morality Colenso cavals so muf"!i.

are foimd in Ex. xxi., u porti«m '-f Scripture whieh iinmedian-iy

follows the decalogue. In order to judge of any tf \t, it i.- a w»,'ll

known priucii)le that we must take account of its conneetioiis. or.

what is usually CflliHl, the context. Lat us see these versL's that

are ao summarilv condemned: Verse 1— t: '-Xow these arc

the judgments wliii-h thou shalt set before them. If thou buy

p. Hebre\v servant, six vears he shall serve, a.id in the s.-ventb hi-

shall go out, by himself: if he were married, then bis wifi- shall gu

out WMth him.
"

If his master Imve given him a wife, and she hav(^

born him sons or daughters, the witV- and her children shall be Itec

rtMWters, and he shall ^'o out by liiniself.'"

This is the first passage, and here follows the second: v. 1j<—21

:

<' And if men strive together, and one smite another with a stoni-,

or with his fist, and he die not, but keep his b-ed :
if he rise again,

mia walk abroad upon his staff, then shall he that smote hm.. be

quit ; only, be shall pav for the loss of his time, and shall causL-

him to be th^^rou'rhlv healed. And if a man smite hid servant or


