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raJe at pri'soiit iliargi J i.i $1.">0 ji.r cubic fwt i^t -< 'inul jn r aniunii. wliii'h is ciiuiva-

leiit to $1 per acre, provided tlic |>urclinscr of laim <l''nian(ls llin full duty «{ one eubic

foot per sccouj fcr f^aoh loO :ion <. From the coii'.riicts tiled iu tlio di pi\rtnii'iit I flnrl

that in a very great uuiiibtT of iu^nuiccs, the scttlcr-i linviiiK IJO ucns of land su--

cvptible to irrigation only contract for one <i\iarter of a c\d)ic foot wliicli costs annu-

ally $;J"..''.0, developing « charp- of abo\it i'.") c<>nls inr acn pi r aniruiii.

If, later on, when the country is more developed, it wore found that the rates

charged for water were exoe<-''ve, section 51 of the Xorth-we^l Irrigation Act

euipowers the Minister of the Interior to re.L'ulate s\ieh rates when the interests of the

country require it.

However, tlic tax nf $1 jnr acre per year for the full duly is not, from statisti'S

g;".tlicrcd both in th" dopartniint and the I'nited States, n heavy charge, as water is

looko<l upon as an insurance on i-rixluiinf; a certain ev^p. the .piantity of which

la'fcly depend- upon the skill of the iis r.

By .yfr. nusi fOiibirio) :

Q: Do vuu know anything about tlic charges t\.r wal

A. Yes. In California, for instance, certain jiaities

a municipality. Twenty fanners who have got lauds adjeiniu;; will get together, or

perhaps only '?ixtecn of thi'ni. and they will get a surveyor. 1 hey >ubniit their plans

to the government of the I'uitcd States, and if their scheme is fea.-ible the govern-

ment will grant them ' • tliey call a wat<T right, conditional on their carrying or.*

the:;c Works !o a sui'ces-ful i-sue. Well, if these sixt<'en farmers take water from that

ditch the cost of the work,- is ascertains! and their lands arc assessed proportionately

at say $5 per a<Te. or .$10 \mv acre, or even more according to tlie cost of the construction

of the works. Beyond this, outside of the cost of the water it-.lf. there is no charg.>

except for the mainta' ng of tlic works, repairs and administration. Then, if later

on others want to go ii, the scIk nie ef thes( people, they go to the parties that amal-

gamated togetlKT and say, 'we want to get suuu' wat<r, what will ynu charge ns ?'

They say. ' That is all very well, but you have got to get your wati r right lirst.' Well,

thi.- water right is siinidy paying 'heir proportiun of the cost of constrr.ction.

say. in California i

will ii'Tm theni.-elves iuti

w.u];n SI I'i'i.v -now iiisriiMii tko.

As to the distribution of the water, it is w.n-ked in this way: ^ay there are ten

faniur- -. rved by .mi' ilitch. who minire an aggregate of 10 .nbie- iVet. Tlio foreman

niMties th> ni that mi a ei rtain day he will turn on the w.iter fer a suflieient number

.if li.oirs to irrigate the whole leu farms. The first farmer re.inires ..nly half a cubic

fo it and. llierefore. as so..n as the water has run on his farm long enough to give him

his ratio, the inlet is .dosi d, and the water is run on to the -^r.^ond farm. Now, the

ge.-.ind farmer's ri(iuirenien:> may be \\ cubic f> et. and therefore the water is i'un on

to his farm until he has x-i'ured hi.- ratio: and so on till the whole ten farms have got

their aggregate of ten cubic feet. This pr..ee-s is gone through as oi'ten as once ,i

mouth iluring a s- a-on, if reouired.

By Mr. St< iih<:n!i :

I}. Can a farmer get that water in the ilry .-< a.-eii ?

A. Yes, that is exactly what he secures the right for.

tj. Do they have to lake it in the wet season ?

A. Xot necessarily, for thoy do not require it then, although they have tlio right

to take it in any season, wet or dry, but to take water in the wet season when the farm

do. - lint rciiuire it would be manifestly detrimental to tie crop and a waste which is,

moieover, provided against by the Act.

Tu the North-west Territories, that is, in .Southern .\llii rta. instead of using tlin

wiitir t'or irrigation inirr.o-es in the wet <ea-eti. this is generally the time when pro-

vi; ion is made for <tor'-iu' by dales .iiid in re-' rv.iirs cMM-ir^iei. d fir that purpose all

the water in < xi; tif the low wall He to irr-ti-.i b'lid in many
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