
24 BULGARIAN HORRORS AND
ccMnxT hem to the headquarters of the insurrection. From thencethey w,n be sent, with their families and with the n^ed, to the 1:ces occup.ed for refuge by ou: own fannh'es. T„r^,r to U^trc

anit f/ie hoitor of our 07vn people.
" J J

The perusal of this statement of the T^kish case remo^•es frommy m,nd any remaining scruple. The facts are, in tl,e gross suf-
ficiently established. The next, and for us the gra-.>st itart of ticinquiry is, What have we h.d to do with then, p

if

I

THE BRITISH FLEET AT BESIKA BAY.

It WPS on the 3oth of April that the insurrection broke out inBulgaria n the beginning of May, the horrors of the repressionhad reached their climax. We had then no other concern in themthan this very indirect one, that we were supporting rather tooblindly and unwarily in the councils of Europe the Supposed in-
terest of the Power, which thus disgraced itself
On the 9th of May, Sir HenrV Elliot seems to have had noconsular information about Bulgaria, except a statement (strangeenough) from Adrianople. dated the 6th,* that as far as appearedhe lurks were not committing any acts of violence agains peace-

ful Christians. But, observing a great Mahomedan exciten.entand an extensive purchase of arms in Constantinople, he wiselv'
telegraphed to the British Admiral in the Mediterranean, expres-
s.ng a des.i-e that he would bnng his squadron to Besika Bav. The
Firpose was, for the protection of British subjects, and 'of the
Christians in general.t This judicious act. done bv the Ambas
sador ,n conjunction witii the Ambassadors of other' Powers wi,oseem to have taken similar steps, was communicated bv hini toLord Derby on the gth of May by letter and bv tele-naph %On the fifth had occurred the murder of the'lMend, and (ierman
Consuls at Salon.ca. On the rs.h. the Admiraltv acquainted the
I'oreign Office that the squadron was onlcre.l to Hesika Bav the
' Swiftsure" sent to Salonica, and (as Sir H. Klliol had also a'sked)
the

• Bittern -'to Constantinople.^ These measures, were substan-
t'^^Ily wise, and purely pacific. They had, if understood rightlv
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