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Settlements in America. 9

with goods wrought in his own country, fuch

companies muft be equally abfurd in their

nature, and ruinous in their confequences to

the trade.

C H A P. II.

7'^e deftruBion of the colony of St. Chriftophers.

The rife of the buccaneers. 'The caufe of
their fuccefs. The fettlement of Hifpaniola.

The policy of France. A defcription of
Hifpaniola. Its trade. The towns of Cape

Franpife and Leogane,

AFTER the Spaniards had ruined the

firft colony at St. Chriftopher's, they

brought upon themfelves by this adt a very

heavy revenge for the injuftice of it. Their
example at the fame time made it apparent,

how much better it is to let a bold and ad-

venturous people fettle in fome place where
they can do but little mifchief, and to fuffer

their fpirit to evaporate in peaceful occupa-
tions, rather than to keep it up by difficulties,

unable to quell it, but which may force it to

take another and more dangerous turn.

Several of the French inhabitants, who were
expelled from St. Chriftopher's, being reduced
to great indigence, began to think of defperate

courfes. They betook themfelves to piracy j and
uniting with fome vagrant Englifh, Dutch,
and other outcafls of all nations, but refolute

fellows.


