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N* 1 8. of your Honourable Hoatc to what p|)ean to them the only effectual remedy for iliuie aa-

Pctition of Mer- fortiinatr differenm in timu tn come.

chanu and othtn '"*"! ** '1^* honeat conviction of your Peliliontra, th<- Act of the 3iit George 3d, c. 31,

connected with the whereby the late province nt Quebec wn* divided into the province* of Upper iind Lower
Canadaa, dated Canada ha* been the fruitful tource of all the eviin with which the Cuuadai have been and
17th May iSa8. arc now afflicted.

That thin moit impolitic menxurv was paiied nt tite time without being desired by the
then few inhabitnnii of what now constitulei the province of Upper Caniida, and indirect

opposition to the wiihet ot the inhabitant* of what now conatiiuteii the province of Lower
Canada, whether of French or Uritinh extraction, as cli'firly appean by the rcpre*entation

of their joint agent mnde nt the bar of your llonourablu House on the 33d of March
1701.
That the baneful con»equencea of tliia nieaxurc wfre even then so clearly forcsieen, and

brought so fully before your Honourable ilouite, timt your I'etitioners cannot describe what
has Hciually occurred in more nppi'oprii)te language timu thai used by the individual above
alluded to on that occasion : in urging the mntmuance uf the province of Quebec undivided
he says, " I'bere is one consideration of the utmost importance to the fanquillity of the
" people inliabiiing nil piirts uf thnt country, and wliicli will alone, I hope, be suHicient to
" engage this Hononrnble House to reject the plan of a new independent government.
" I beg leave to a-qucst that Honourable Members will recollect and attend to the geo-
" graphical situation of that country, from which it will appear evident that no vessel of
" any kind can proceed farther up the river St. Lawrence tnan the city of Montreal on
" account of the Kapids, which are immediately above that town. Uf course, as every
" article of necessity or luxury which the inhabitants of the upper districts have occasion
" for from Britain, or any foreign country, roust come to them by the river St. Lawrence,
" they must be landed at or below .Montreal, where they must be stored by the merchants
** of Quebec or Montreal, until carriages ur boats ure provided to send them forward ; like-
" wive, that every article of produce which the people of these Upper Districts wish to
" export must be sent in boats to Montreal, or perhaps to Quebec, fur the purpose of
" being shipped for exportation ; and that an well the artielui of import aa of export must,
" in passing through the Lower Country, become subject to the laws, regulations, duties
" nun taxes which may be imposed by the Legislature of the Lower Country. Now sup-
" posing the division to take place, as it may be expected, that the new ijcgislature of
" Quebec shall, in due time, provide a revenue towards the support of the civil government
" of that part of the province, it is more than probable, that whatever money is raised fot
" that or any other public purpose will be done by duties payable unou importations. It

" is therefore an object that aeserves the most sertou* reflection of Hunourablc Members
" to consider how far the people inhabiting the Up|>er Government will a|)prove of, and be
" content to pay taxes or duties on their importations or exportations when the produce of
" those taxes or duties is to be applied towards supporting the expenses of the >.' til govern-
" ment of the Luwer Province, ur fur building public edifices, or otherwise improving or
" beautifying that part of the country; ur tor the purpose of granting bounties or en
" couragements to promote agriculture, or particular trades or manufactures, of which the
" people in the Upper Province cannot, from their situation, participate the advantages.

" It is impossible. Sir, if the province of Quebec is divided, for the wisdom of man to
" lay down a plan for these objects that will not afford matter of dispute, and create ani-
" mosiiies between the governments of the two provinces, which, in a few years, may lead
" to the most serious consequences. This would be sowing the seeds ot dissension and
" quarrels which, however easy it may be to raise, it will be tound exceedingly difficult to
" appease."

Again he adds :
" Sir, I have considered the subject a thousand times since I first heard

" of this intended division, but have not been able to furin any reasonable idea of the
" motive which has induced the proposition of such a dangerous experiment : if at any
" future period experience sliuuld point it out us expedient for the advantage and safety of
" Government, or for the general convenience ur prusperity uf the people, to divide that
" country, it may then be done with more judgment, I'roin a more certain knowledge of the
" consequences of such a division. The inconvenienecs that may arise from contiii(iiii<^ the
" province united under one Legislature are few, and they are well known and understood :

" the advantages are unanimity, mutual Mipport and strength; but no man can tell the
" dangers of a separation. The dangers, liuwever, tu be apprehended arc political weakness,
" disunion, aniniusities and quarrels."

That it is within the knowledge ot several of your Petitioners that the above Act had
hardly become a law when the impolicy of the division of the pruvlueeuf Quebec became
apparent to His .Majesty's minlster», as was declared by them to the individual who made
the representation from which your Petitioners have now (|uutc(l.

That although by the wisdom of the Imperial Parliament uii Act was passed in 182.;

intending to set at rest, al least lor the moment, the disputet between the twu provinces in

regard to duties, for wliieli end the power of determining upon the share ol' duties to whicli

Upper Canada may be entitled is taken out of the hands of the two Colonial Legislaturc-i

and given to arbitrators, yet as the very passing of such a law implies the existence of
a very great evil, so your Petitioners are well assured that this remedy, viewed as a perma-

nent measure, would in its execution prove a source of endless dispute, dissatisfaction and
jealousy between the two provinces ; and as pregnant with the same ell'ccts do your Peti-

tioners regard the depriving of the Legislature of Lower Canada of the power to raise any
duties
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