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lAO. AOOBESSION, Beqaired. liomanit. [After
tlic recapture of Ciipim by AppiuH Claudius iiiul

Fulvlus Fluccus,] wlien the ConiuilH reliiriicd

liome, they were refused ii triumi)li. No Hn-
umn genenil, it wuHwiid, deserved ii triumph *'uv

merely recovering wliiit once belonged to tlie

Uepublic.

—

Fiii)i)Ki,i.'H IIomk, p. !JH4.

ft I. AOBICTJLTUBE, Ancient. Itonuim. In
the early times of Home the work of the farm
was tlie only kind of manual labor deemed wor-
thy of a free citizen. This feeling long survived,
us may be seen from the praise bestowed on
agriculture by Cicero, whos<i enthusiasm was
caught from one of his favorite heroes, old Cato
the Censor, 'i'hc taste, for books of farming
continued. Varro the anti(piarian, a uriend of
Cicero, has left an excellent treatise on the sub-
ject. A little later ('ame th' fa.nous Gcorgics of
\Mrgil, followed at no long interval by l*liny's

notices, and then by the elaborate Dis.sertations

of Columella, who refers to a great number of
Roman writers on the .same s>d)ject. It is man-
ifest that the subject of agriculture posses.sed a
strong and enduring charm for the Roman mind.
Hut, from the times of the Ilannibalic War,
agriculture lost ground in Italy. When Cato
was asked what was the most profitable kind of
farming, lie sjiid, " Good grazing." What next '!

"Tolerable grazing." What next? " Bad graz-
ing." What next? "Corn-growing." Later
writers, witli one accord, deplored the dimin-
ished productiveness of land.

—

Liddell'sRomk,
I>. 497.

153. AOBICTJLTUBE, Anti-monopoly in. Ro
iiKiUH. A high appreciation of agriculture aj)-

pears to have been a fundament4d idea among
the early Romans. A tract of land was allot-

ted to every citizen by the State itself, and
«;ach one was carefully n.stricted to the (juantity

granted. It was said by the orator Cu-
rius, that "he was not to l)e counted a good
citizen, but rather a dangerous man to the
State, who could not content himself with
seven acres of land." The Roman acre being
about one sixth less than ours, the law actually
limited the possession to about six acres. As
the nation Iwcame more powerful and extended
its dominions by conquest, the citizen was al-

lowed to hold fifty acres, and still later he could
be the holder of five hundred.

—

Am. Cvc,
" Aqkicultuhe."

153. AOBICULTUBE, Attractions of. The Po-

H Horace. When cloyed with the pleasures of
tho imperial city, he had but to mount his mule
vcA ride fifteen minutes, to reach his farm.
His land, well covered with forest, and lying
<)n, both sides of a sparkling river, was tilled by
tive free families and eight slaves, and produced
grain, wine, and olives. It abounded in plea.sant,

secluded scenes, fit for a poet's leisure ; and
there, too, he delighted to receive his friends
from Rome ; Mecscnas himself being glad to

repose there from the tcils of government. To
this day, Horace's farm is contmually visited by
travellers residing in Rome, especially by Eng-
lish and Americans. — Cyoi-opedia of Biog.,

|). 376.

154. AaBICVLTUBE, Bnrdena of. By Ar-
taxerxes, King of the Pe.rmaiiK. Several of his

sayings are preserved. One of them in partic-

ular dJscoyers a deep insight into the consti-

tution r)f government. " The authority of the
prince." said Artaxerxes, "must be defend-
ed by a military force ; that force can only
be maintaini^d by 'axes ; all taxes muitt, ht

last, fall upon agricidture ; and agriculture can
nev:'r fiourish except under the; protection of
justice and modtiration. '

—

Uihiion'h Romk,
eh. H.

155. AOBICULTUBE burdened. Utij/ntif J/>vm
X I '/. The progress of agriculture was still bur
dened by the servitudes of tin; .soil. Each
little farm was in bondage under a complicated
system of irredei^mable dues, to roads and
canals ; to the bakehou.se and the bntwciry of the
lord of the manor ; to his wint!i)re.ss and Ins

mill ; to his tolls at the river, the market, or the

fair ; to ground rents and (piit rents, and fines

on alienation. The game laws let in the wild
beasts and birds to fatten on the growth of tlie

poor man's fields ; and after his liarvesLs i)ro

vincial custom-hou.Hes blocked domestic com-
merce ; t\w (export of corn, and even itH free

circulation within the realm, was prohibited ; .so

that one provin(!e might waste; from famine and
another want a market.— Bancuoft'w U.S..
vol. 7, ch. 7.

356. AOBICULTUBE exalted. " jXmrer Ilmi-
en." The great employment of Fnince was
the tillage of land, than which no method of
gain is more grateful in it.self or more worthy
of freemen, or more happy in rendering service

to the whole human race. No occupation is

nearer heaven.

—

Banckoft'h U. S., vol. 5, ch. 2.

157. AOBICULTUBE honored. Ciminnatuii.

DMdtor of liom«. A succe,s.sor w.is chosen to

Valerius m the con.sulate, L. QuintiusCincinnat
us, a man of ^reat resolution and intrepidity,

who, though himself so indigent as to cultivate

with his own hands his paternal fields, and to

be called from the plough to put on the robe of
the consul, had yet the liigh spirit of an ancient

|)atrician, which was ill-disposed to brook the

insolence of the popular magistrates or acquiesce
in the daily increasing pretensions of the in-

ferior order.

—

Tyti.eub Hist., B(M)k 3, ch. 5.

i.'SP. . Kdmnnd Ihirke. [Edmund
Burke] was an agricultural improver. Young
saw him experimenting on carrots at his farm
at Beaconsfleld, and says, " iiuckinghamshire
will be much indebted to the attention this

manly genius gives to husbandry."

—

Knioht's
Eno., vol. 7, ch. 1.

159. AOBICULTUBE, Pursuit of. Noblest Jio-

maiui. The picture of the Roman people dur-
ing the first five centuries is so perfectly dis-

tinct, .so widely different from what we find it

in the latter ages of the republic, that we might
at first be induced to think that some very ex-

traordinary causes must have co-operated to pro-

duce so total an alteration. Yet the transition

was easy and natural, and was in the Roman
people the necessary and inevitable con.sequence

of that rich and luxurious situation in which
the virtuous and heroic temper of the earlier

times had conduced to place the republic. A
spirit of temperance, of frugality, and of indu.s-

try must be the characteristics of every infant

colony. The poverty of the first Romans, the

narrow territory to which they were limited,

made it necc-ssary for every citizen to labor for
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