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termination of that captivitie had been nqiir^-^

culoufly foretold, and the reftoration of the

Jews to their native countrie and ancient

temple. But, notwithftanding this, the

mode of language is by no means un-

applicable even to prefent times, t^or na-

ture itfelf is not without her prophecies

;

which may to us in hmc meafure fupptie

the place of thofe, that were ufed to be de-

livered by the infpired feer^ of old. And
it is undoubtedly one part of the divine in-

tention, in the favorable events of provi-

dence towards a people, not merely to put

them in poffeflion of fome prefent e-

molument, not merely to excite fome

tranfient emotions of joy, but to infpire

them with hope, as to their future pro-

fperitie and encreafing grandeur. And,

if there be any fuch natural prognoftica-

tions now fubfifting in our own favor,

concerning which we might almoft ven-

ture to affirm, that nothing but our own

iniquities can defeat them j may we not

then, humbly, as we moft furely ought,

but yet with fome coniidcrable degree of

animating proprictie fay j
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