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All the Officers of the Revenue arc, in the prefeni State tf Things^

appointed by the Crown j all iireaches of the A6l8 of Trade, faving

a fingle one excepted by A6t of Parliament, are cognizable only in

the Court of Admiralty, where the Judge and every inferiour Officer

are created, either by Commiffions under the Broad Seal, or by

Warrants from the Lord High Admiral. The Laws of the Country

are rot pleaded in that Court, but A6ls of Parliament, and where

they are filent, the Civil and Maritime Laws take place. The

Forms of Proceeding, were they of any Confequence, are regulated

after the Manner of DoSfors Commons. If then his Majefty fhould

refume the Charteis, nothing more could be done to preferw the

Afls of Trade than is at pr^fent, and therefore how plaufible foever

th's Pretext may appear at firft Sight, it's plain upon a nearer V^iew

that there is no Weight in it.

I am appriz'd that the Judge of the Vice- Admiralty in New-

£nglandi has often complain'd home of the frequent Prohibitions

ferv'd on him from the Courts of Judicature there, which he fays,

weaken and in a Manner fupprefs the Authority of that Court, and all

the good Endsfor which it was conjiituted. But neither does this Mat'

ter in the leaft relate to the Charters, though there were Reafon for

the Complaint, as on the other Hand, I fhall immediately fhow there

is none. The Right of the Courts of Common Law within the

Province of the Majfachufetts^ to reflrain the Excefles of the Admi-

ralty JurifditSlion, are not deriv'd from their Charter, but from fub-

fequent Laws of the Province, confirm'd afterwards by the Crown

;

which Power therefore, whether the Charters (land or fall, will re-

main unhurt, and ftill the fame. But the Matter of this Complaint

is wholly groundlcfs, which I muft particularly (how, becaufe a

H uid!e has been taken from it to hurt Nnv- England in its Charters.

J therefore take Leave to fay. That the Superiour Court of Judi-

cature for the Province of the Majfachufdh-Bay, has a legal Power
to iflue Prohibitions to the Court of Vice>Admiralty : That it is

very fitting and neceffary fuch a Power (hould be lodg'd in that

^ uri : And, laftly, That the particular Cafes wherein the Judges
^hat fuperiour Court have hith^^rto excrcis'd this Power, v/ere

ai;,.ureii.ly without and be}ond the Adiiiiralty Jurifdidion,
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