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844 THE UNITED STATES FOR FRENCH CANADIANS.

Frcnch CiUiiuliaiis living in tlie UnitcMl Stutes to-day lias complctely

wi]»ed o\it ull traces of thc old nniiiiosity. To-day ono says " Ainer-

icans," and tliat, witli un ()i)cn sensé of sympathy and admiration.

Tlie clergy on tlicir aide bave considerably altered tlieir opinion

in respect to the United States. The great nninber of priests estab-

lished in New England and espeeially in tlie great centres wliere

t^'rencli Canadian immigrants bave gatliered togetber, bave contrib-

uted not a little to destroy tue legend of tbe " social slougb" and tbe

démag<x/ie effrénée. To-day, tliey know tbat religions persécution is

not to be fearcd in any part of tbe Union ; tbat on tbe contrary tbe

Roman Catbolic form of worsbip tbere enjoys tbe most complète lib-

erty, tbat its priests are as bigbly eonsidered and esteemed as in

Canada, and tbat, in sbort, notbing preventsan American citizen from

being as good a Catbolic as any Englisb subject. It must not, bow-

ever, be inferred from tins tbat tbe Frencb Canadiar priests wbo
bave remained at borne bave become Annexationists. Far from it.

Sorne of tbem bave; and, wben tbe old préjudices are eonsidered,

wben one sees otbers barely startled by tbe statement tbat ail, or

nearly ail of tbeir confrères wbo live in tbe United States are Annex-

ationists, it must be admitted tbat tbe progress made is enunnous.

Wiil tbey venture fartber? It is not impossible; but for tbose wbo
understand liow little attraction any new venture bas for tbe Catbolic

clergy and tbeir bigli regard for tbe proverb, Un tiens vaut mieux que

lieux tu V auras

^

—" A bird in tbe band is wortb two in tbe busli"

—

will look upon it as at least questionable. But in any case, it is in-

contestable tbat, possibly as a resuit of tbe indifférence more and

more marked of tbe Catbolic clergy toucbing tbis question, tlie

people, without distinction of party, become day by day reconciled

to an idea and a word wliicli tbey bad learned bitberto to repudiate

without a second tbougbt.

We may add tbat tbe political influence of the Canadian Catbolic

clergy is no longer what it once was. For many a long year tbis in-

fluence was omniprésent; it took upon itself to décide ail questions, to

think, read, write and vote for everyone ; but " the pitcher tbat goes

too often to the well " In short, tlie clergy miglit even yet impede

any great public measure by working against its acceptance, but tbey

never would oppose it in any peremptory manner; tbey would not

even make the attempt, for tbey are wise enougb to know tbat in

such an attempt tbey would be outflanked. They bave already

suffered checks, and ail enliglitened Catholics should rejoice at it, for
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