
wmm if"""(p"iiii"i

ALONK IN IHK ARC lIC WILDKRNKSS 5.r

in which

jiiipi'iisa-

Dvisioiis,

J cxpc'ili-

luit lurii

The- lii-

ot' its t'X-

rpon
,al, h(»\v-

L'\Clill <>t

IlC'ilulc'S

)Ul to ap-

iiu', ami,

riim the

to ask

iiiitaiiu'cl.

K'Hi ort a-;

< I CDlllll

^asivc an-

wliicli 1

rcatliK sec

far from
1 'S u p o n

lie ilcsircil

>ion. I was

fcil, how-
11 case ot

to risk mv
iu'ccs>ar\',

protection

caclic ami

ItCllt'".

the -.iippo-

tliat ill all

iitit\ there

H' more

r h\ iiiLlht

n da\ , mv
ea vas to

• a >ati' ami

I' placi' to

1 pre\ ioiislv

n cuttiiiii

the cciitie

pruce trees

tlu'M.' I ile-

t^. In this

I altogether

1 sliouKl he

It ot" a liotul

riipteil \ iew

l.lAKh i;l\iK l^lllA^^.

of from >e\ent\ -ti\ e to a hiimlreil \ arils

on all titles.

It si'cmeil ait\ isahle, also, on account

of lia\ ing brought with me on the sleilge

sutHcient |)ro\ isions for prest'nt lU'eds, to

lea\c the cache imopeneil until I hail ilone

in\' best to liil m\ self of the Iiulians. Hail

it been necessai\ , 1 coulil ha\ e rolled the

hea\ \ lotis from the top of m\- hoard without

assistance, but I could not lia\e put them

back again unaided, and a> tlie Indians are

somewhat timid about breaking into a

cache, I knew that it would hv much
easier to keep them from piltciiiiL! bi'toie

I opened it than afteiward,

F,\ en so, m\ situation was a tr\ ing one.

llere I was with an outtit weighing a ton,

to be taken down the riser, without a boat,

and, worse still, w ith no one to ludp me
build one. The three men I had

counted on for this emeigciicv

had deserted. Nor \\a> there as-

sistanci' within a\ailable distance.

'I'hi' nearest settlement to which

I might appeal was a lluiUon \y,\.\

trading post on the I.iaid, one

hundred and fifl\ miles down
stream, which I could not reach

without sacriticiiig m\ cube to

the Indians. I resoKed, there-

fore, lo remain, and trust to

dipIomac\ and m\ knowledge

of local customs and supersti-

tions to bring me sateK out of

mv predicament. .\mon;j other

things, I decided caretulK to avoid aiu

ipiarrel with mv neighbors, to be firm,

never to show tear, to retiise absoluteU

all ilemaiuls, and alwa\s to be leadv for

self-defence. I slept under the two big

trees in the clearin<: as I had planned, cer-

tain that no one could approach unseen.

As an added precaution, howe\ er, I al-

wa\ s tied /ilia on one side of m\ bed,

and placed three loaded riHcs with extra

ammunition lui the other.

For main da\s I ke|n iiu lonesome

watch. I was lH''_:.inning to feel worn out

and \ er\ ni'r\ous, and had about concliidi'd

that, after all, I had o\ er-estimated the

possible daiiLicrs from the ii'iu'^adcs. Ihe

sno\s- had In this time ipiite disappeared

from the little clearing:, but was about

eight inches deep in the timber. Duriiiii;

the ila\ it L;rew soft, but at ni'jlu a hard

crust formed o\ er the top.

( )ne nioht, haviiiix taken m\ usii.il pie-

cautions, 1 was awakened bv a low ^low 1

from /.ilia, and iiresentK, just behind me,

I heard footsteps in the siiow at the i-i\'^r

of the timber. R.iisinj. iinselt" on m\

iilankets, at the same time keepiiv^; pei-

fectU still, 1 listened. I eould lieai' the

steps plaiiiK', a re'^ul.ii' tramp, tiamp,

tramp, as thou'^h the prowler weie ino\ -

int: slowlv and laiitioiisK aloni:" the ed'je

of the clearing:. Tlu' e\ cut I h.id been

so loiiL' awaitiiiL; had at last come. Now
that the rascals were surroundm'j, me, pre-

|iarin^ to seize upon m\ life and beloiiL;-

iiiLis, 1 was conscious that m\ hear; w.is
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