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FCPipHon of tliat line, owing to its pofiition,

rtniiiriiig two forniH of rxpreHaion.

hie po88t!HHi()n oi' V^iiicouver hnd been a
fiulijeet of iiof^otiiition between the two Powers
for Homo time ; but it is to be observed llmtno
otiier iHJand east of it iiiid ixsen a subject of
controversy or negotiation at all ; indeed not
one word iiad been said during the wiioie nego-

tiation respoelingany otherisland, and it is too

phiin for dol)ate, liaving reference to the corre-

spondence and to this article of the treaty, that

Vancouver was the sole and only territorial

l)os.session to which Great Britain then sought
to adhere south of the forty-ninth degree.

The channel, then, inenlioncd in this article

must upon every principle of interpretation be

held to be the channel which s»'parates and
segregates to Great Britain Vancouver's 1'. land,

i liis channel was at that time well known as

the Canal do Ilaro, a designation [jerfeclly well

known to navigators and commercial men, as

noted upon the maps and c.iartsof the i^eriod.

This channel is but a communication between
the Gulf of Georgia, lying on the northeast side

of Vancouver and leading down south and
80\ithwest into the eastern end of the straits of
Fi^ca, which lead out into the ocean.

That 1 am correct in this is demonstrated by
the indui)itable fact that in Lord Aberdeen's
dispatch to .Mr. Pakenliam of the 18th of May,
18^1). transmitting his proposed treaty, he says
I'wif the latter is authorized

—

"'I'o i)ri)i)o.sB as n boundary lino tho forty-ninth
|i;iriill('l to the soa-cmist; thpiico in a.southerly iltrec-

1 iiiii tliriiush tho center ot'Kins (ieorges'B.-'ound and
'111' .sirait.s of Fiuni to tho ocean, thuscivint? to Great
IJritain the whole of Vancouver's Inland and its

liiubors."

I should add here that the fact of this dis-

patch containing the particular language here
recited having been sent by Lord Aberdeen
is proved by the statement contained in the

letter of Mr. Campbell, the American com-
missioner, to General Cass, Secretary of State,

dated January 20, ISo'J, in which the commis-
sioi er observes that in his then recent per-

sonal interview with Lord Napier, the British

minister at Washington, the latter submitted
it to his perusal, though he declined to furnish

him a copy.

The joint comtaission carefully explored the

several channels in this archipelago and took
the soundings. While doing this they acted

together and in concert. When, however, they
discove' ed that it was impossible for them to

agree, each furnished to his Government a
map of the fruits of theii*operations. The one
furnished by our commissioner, Mr. Campbell,
is now before us in Executive Document No. 29
of the second session of the Fortieth Congress;
a documei.tof the greatest importance, con-
taining the latest expression of opinion by our
own (government on this subject, particularly

the able and patriotic dispatch of General

Cans to Mr. Dalian, our minister to London,
of the 2()th October, IH.V.t.

Now, by looking upon this map it will bo
easily seen that the straits of llaro unite the

Gulf of (ieorgia with the straits of Fuca,
through the narrow passage that lies between
the liille promontory on the east end of .lava

Island, kiu)wn as I'iast Point, and Patos [slan<l,

which is about live miles diructiy to the (Mist

of East Point. In this narrow passage the water
is deeper than at any spot north or east of it,

and there it is absorbed into and joins tho

straits of Hare, which grow deeper and deeper
as you pass down southwesterly into the straits

of Fuca, the depth in this narrow passage being
from one hundred and five to one hundred and
I'fieon fathoms. The head of llosariostrnits, or

as anc'ently known Vancouver's straits or chan-
nel, i:i properly and geogrii|iiiiciiiiy directly

east of this narrow passage; and the fact is an
im))ortant one for the ascerlainmeui of the

true chinnel called for by the treaty, that at

this hei.d of Uosario straits tiie water is only
eighty eight or ninety fathoms deep, iindgiows
more and more shoal southwardly from that

point and very soon dwindles to a depth of only
sixty and fifty. This shows that the nniin ehsin-

iiel is tliat which passes from the (iuif of Geor-
gia through that narrow passage into llaro

straits, leaving San Juan to the east of it.

Again, the dei)lii of water in fathoms, accord-
ing to actual soundings, from the point where
the British or Uosario line of channel (Mils iIh;

forty-ninth degree of latitude, southeasii'ily

along thailini? to a point directly east of Pains
Island, is as follows: 118, 102, 82, (iO, 71, 72,

80, llo, 105, IIG, 107, 90, 9(3, 100, 97, 87, 87,

99 ; which give an average depth along this pnn
of the Uosario line of ninety-three fathoms.

But the depth of water, according to Hlte

soundings, from the point where the forty-ninth

degree cuts the line of deepest channel in the

Gulf of Georgia, (which point is about five

miles west from where the Uosario line cuts
the parallel of forty-nine degrees,) down to the

east and west line, passing from East Point
across to Patos Island, is as follows : 187, 108,

148, 133, 112, 100, 10(), 94, 87, 11(5, 99, 108,

108, 108, 129, 11.5, 105, 110, which gives an
average depth to the American line, lying as it

does about five miles from the Uosario line,

of one hundred and eighteen fathoms, the
difference between the depth of this line and
the Uosario line being twenty- five fathoms on
an average in our favor. This greater depth
of the American line, following as it does the
bottom of the main channel, proves beyond ail

rational dispute that the American line, from
its northern point down to the center of this

narrow channel, is the "middle of the chan-
nel " referred to in the treaty.

It is not only deeper than the Uosario chan-
nel by twenty-five fathoms, but it is the deepest
channel in the whole of the archipelago except


