
6»4 THK'siHISM ok THK roMMONWEAf.TH IN ITS AhTKK KKFECTS

rHAi>. Our first iiud fumlamental niuxiin uliould l.o. never
,—^,,^ to entaiijilo ourHelve.s in the hw'iU of Europe. Our

sec.iul. never t<i sufler Europe to intermeddle with
cis-Athintie affairs. America, North and South, ha.s

a set of interestH di.stinct from those of Europe an<i

peculiarly her own. She should therefore have a
systeui of her own, separate and apart from that of
Europe. While the hist ia lalioring to hecome the
domicil of despotism, our endeavour should aun-ly
l»e, to make our hemisphere that of freedom. One
nation, most of all. could disturlt us in this pursuit :

she now otlers to lead, aid, and accompany us in it.

By accedin<r to her proposition, we det«(;h her from
the hand of desputa, briiii; her mighty weight into
the scale of free government, and eiiian<ipatc a

continent at one stroke, whi<li might otluMwist lini;er

long in (h)ul.t and ditliciilty. (heat Britain is the
nation which can do us the most harm of anyoiu-,
or all on earth; and witli h.-r on our sitU- we need
not fear th<' whole world. With her then, we siiuuld
most sedulously cherisli a cordial friendship: and
nothing would tend nii.re to knit our atlections than
to 1.C fighting once more, side l.y side, in the same
cause. Not that I would purchase even her amitv
at the price of taking part in her wars. But the
war in wliiili the present proposition might engage
us, should that he its con.sequencc, is not her war,
I'ut nuns. Its (.hj,.,.-t IS u> iiitrodu.'e and e.stal.li,-<h

the Aiiirricaii systrm. ot keeping out of our laud ail

loieiirii powers, ,.f never pcriiiittiiii; those of Eijn>p.-
to intermeddle witli the .illairs ,<i ,<\ir nations. It i~,

to niaiiilain our own prinii|,h' ii.»t todeftarl from it.'

.Miidi.>uii wrote III a Minil;;r strain, and the r.'suli

wa.-, .MoiinM.'sfuiiH.us message to Congress of I )c.einlMT

-, LSI':;, 111 wliicli he aniKiiiiiced that the dcsiiriis nf
til'' Holy Alliaii.-c xMtii ivr.Triicc lo .'^p;iiii-^!i AiniTi.a
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