
Preface

•t.iy repeating them. The great ffx)ch in our histnrv- th„
revolution of izrs-sccmcd sufilcicnt. alone to mtnvVtL

l^>h;?. i5
'\"^^'°"^ °f the earth, we ought to aspL towithout taking the trouble to go back to the previous aees oiheroick virtue and gigantick labours. Many of the presengeneration are willing to think that our ance tors were aP.OUS and persevering race of men. who really dd do Lssome strength of character, but. without further reflect" on

vcrgecnough to trace their character and their history together-

Lelnt w r' '°
'u"^

^ifferently";-and the cdftors'o thepresent work are at this point in accord with Knapp
^

Knapp. however, illustrates a temptation which has besetmves igators of American literature from his day to oursnamely, the temptation to relinquish the unremuncrSprojec of adequate scholarly publication and toZ^n^eoneself by producing a text-book adapted to the meanT^SThemmds of school-boys. "Mv olan " ho c.^-c
•

,

iu^r.^ -It .
-t^vpian, ne says, in a passage whichthrows an Illuminating beam down the whole pathwL ofAmencan literary scholarship-"My plan when I commencedmy researches was an extensive one. and I gathered Topbusmaterials to carry it into efTect. For several yearspast I hav.had access to libraries rich in American literat'e fufiensat down o work up the mass I had collected, the thouThsuggested Itself to my mind, that no adequate compensattoncould ever be reasonably expected for my pains "^

ItH Jcould not be persuaded to relinquish altogethe; my'de^n

finishi h^, prUrdt^s^jrife ^^.^^work. And another thought struck me most forc^y tha^a

Classes of youth in our country, but that a single volume ofcommon size, m a cheap edition, might find its way inLsome of


