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LAI

Lais wore the lyric poetry of the old Fretvh poets, who
were imitated by some amongst the English. i'hey were

prim ii)ally used on melancholy subjects, and aie said to

h.ive beeii formetl on the model of the trochaic verses of the

Greek and Latin tragedies. I'ere Mourguy ..;ivcs us a

])'casing instance of one of these ancient lais, in hi^ " Treatise

of French Poetry '
:

SuK I'appuis du monde

Que faut-il qu'on fonde ?

D'espoir ?

Cette mer profonde

Kn debris feconde

Fait voir

Calme au matin, I'onde

Et I'orage y gronde

Le soir.
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