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ui I'c .Mt»i>. KniL'tr ,iim1 Miiiii.iiin \\\i-v iftii^cJ lo

take the cdiistitut i'lKi I oath a^ :ll('lllll(•r'^ of tlic Diet.

claimihf.' thai tlicy »ii.!\ attiii.lnl \n iiulii atf the uii

sclllcd (((i.^ifinii of NiJitli Sli^wick and lo (Icniaml the

fnltllniciit uf the [ii'iiiiiix- Lnahtcd tliciii :

\\f ail- Danes, we wish U' 'cinain Dan^^. and as
Imik's \\c wish )(i l)c ticatrd accordini: to tlic pio-
visions iif inteiiiatiiinal hiw .

I his was their one and mdy ehitidii ciw
As tinu |),.-,,ed and llic proinisi of reunidii with

I )fiiiiiaik liecaiiie niore and mure a dead lettef. a some
\\hat hittiT (iiiarrel hioke out unoiiii th. leailers of the

inoveinen(. Mtli icliisers " ojjposed " oath takeis "

;

tlie former \ver<' in favour of ])assivt' rt-sistaiiee to

rrussiaii aggression
; the hitttf desired the mori' aetive

liohcv of taking part in ]),iiliamentar> discussions in

order to |)ress the claims of the SJeswivk Dane>. I'p to

the death of Kiiiger (iNSl) th<- part> of passixc resistance

prevailed a eircumsta.jice whieh. as tile event proxcd.

was detrimental to the interests of the Danish ])()])iilat ion .

The Xojth Nieswiekers had discovered that the i)ro-

mise mad( at Prague was as Avorthl(>ss as that other

promise. U> respect ali legitimate national character-

istics, which King William of Prussia had given when
he annexed the Duchy. Between 18(54 and |S70 many
a yijung J)ane asked the (juestion why he should be

obliged to >wear allegianee to the l*russian KiiiL^ and to

serve in the Prussian Army, if the pi'omi>e of a reft-ren-

dum was honestly meant. The Ticaty of X'ieima had
granted the i)o|>ulation tiie tight of choosing, within

that ])eriod. b< 'ween Piussian and Danish nationality.

!i,aeh individual should have iKfii allowed to make,
if lie so wished, a public declaration th.i! he desired to


