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in the various academy grades. That average, made from
the statements of the teachers themselves, is as follows •

Urade I 2.8 hours per week ; Grade 11,33 hours per week •

(.fade III 4 3 hours per week. That is about one-tenth of
a pupil 8 time IS given to Latin in Grade I. one-ninth in
trradell. and about one-seventh in Grade III. From the
teachers standpoint the same figures show that, assuming
all the time given to the subject is given to recitation,
which IS probably not the case, from one-fourth to one-
third of the time of one teacher is given to Latin for tl.e
three irrade.s taken together. It may be therefore that, in
a sniall academy where only one tea.^her is employed to
teach all the grades, from one-fourth to one-third of the
time IS given to Latin. l!ut as Latin is an optional subject
It IS open to any school board to decline to have it tauo-ht

Ihat Latinisan optional subj.-ct Ur «hurtleft admits
but he goes on to state that Latin and Greek are practically
compul.vory because of the marks a.ssigned them in the ex-
aminations. Ihis IS not a correct statement and is surelymade in ignorance of the lacts A reference to the course
of study will show that a pupil in tirade III Academv may
got his maximum of !.00 marks i)y selecting from subjects
totalling isod inarks. I am .sure 1 .arrv with me the
opinion of all who are competent tojudge When I state that
the liOO marks a.ssigned to Latin can be obtained much
more.-asily by takin- two of certain optional subjects to
each ol wh h loO marks is assi-n.-d. All this goes to show
that Latin is taught on account of local selection, and I
imagine because of its reco-iiized disciplinary valu.- Inanswer to an inquiry the teachers of the Province have
on more than one occasio,, ^riven an almost unanimous
verdict 111 lavor of the present system of inarks
One other subject recjuiivs a \.ord. The statement ismade that when McGiU changes the text books for Matri-

culation the .s.^hools ar- compelled to follow suit This
also i> an error. The text books prescribed bv the I'ro-
testaiit ( ommiiie.- are accept.Hl by the University. It does
not follow however, th-t the text books named in the Uni-
versity calendar inu.^t be tho.se named bv the Council of
I ubiic Instruction. The University in changing its text
books rom titne to time is no doubt pleased if the Pro-
testant Committee lor the sake of uniformity follow suit


