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Lighting our candies we de-
scended a short stairway to the en-
trance to these vaults. It wvas
closed by a large circular slab,
which could be rolled backwvards
or forwards in a groove or mortise
in the rock, thus illustrating the
Scripture, " Who wvill roll us away
the stone from the sepuichre ?'I
There are within, seven rock-iewvn
chambers which bear evidence of
once having been closed with stone
doors. They are Iined -xvith numer-
ous celis opening from them, con-
taining stone coffins for one or two
bodies, and in some cases detachied

The graves, crowided thickly to-
g>leth er, are covered with brick or
plaster masonry. At the head and
foot are placed turban-crowned,
upright stones to guard the body;
one to represepnt the accusing, the
other the guardian angel, wvhich
shial conterid for the dead man's
spirit on the resurrection day.

The custom. of going to tlue
grave to weep there (John xi. 31),
is one which stili largely continues
throughout the IEast. On Fridav,
the Moslemn Sabbath, the cerne-
teries are crowded with groups of
mourners sitting on the grotind

ANVIENT STONE COFFIN, JE1LUSALEN~.

sarcophagi of the general design
shown in the above cut. One of
these is now% in the Louvre ini
Paris.

About a quarter of an hour's
journey farther are the Tombs of
the Judges. A small sunken court
leads to a vestibule seven feet wvide
wvith a gable, as shown in cut. B3e-
hind this another door admits to a
series of tomb-chanubers wvith re-
ceptacles for rnany bodies. There
are also nunuerous other rock
tombs in the neighibourhood. The
mvth that the Judges of Israel are
buried here is of recerit date.

WThere interment in rock tombs
is not possible, the comînon mode
of burial iu the earth is practised.

around the grave and wailing
piteously beneath the cypress trees
over the dust of their departed
friends.

For the sheik of the tribe or an"
very holy teacluer or saint separat%'
low-domed tombs wvere erected.
These were generally erected on
the top of somne lill, and beingý fre-
quently wvhitewashed were very
conspicuous from afar. Such a
tonb our Saviour referred to iii
the words, " Woe urito you, Scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites :for ye
are like unto whited sepuichres,
which indeed appear beautiful out-
wardly, but within are full of dead
men 's bones, and of ail unclean-
ness."ý


