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rocognlzed authority ou all imntters
;5:’;1“08 to trade and progresd in West
:m tapadn, Includipg that part of On-
tarfo west of Lake Superlor, the Provinces
of Mamtoba and British Columbla ang the

Tercitories.
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Changes for  advertisements or  stops
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mornlug.
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matter, or wbich profces to cxpress the
oplnton of this journal, will not be Wn-

serted.
Ofice 219 McDermott St. ‘Tclephone 224,

D. W. BUCHANAYN,
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The (ommerclal certainly c¢nfoys a very
wuch larger circulation among the busi.
ness comtnuntty of the vast reglon Iylng
between Lake Superfor and the Pacifie
~mist thao ary other paper In Cabada

dafly w1 weehly The « ommerdial  aiso
rachrs  the leading whulesate  commts
! gon o neufocturing and financlal  bouses

of Essiern Canada.
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B. €. Mining Delegates
Ottawa.

April 15.—The British Col-
-gatlun that arrived nere a
fen davs age waited on the g o s
men: this forenoon There w 2re aboyt
inny delegates {n all. The speakers
were Geo Alexander, Davil Heaps,
H. E. Groasdalle, G. O. Buchanan, M.
} L Grimmett, and J. R. Robertson.
{ The ministers preseat ware Sir Wil
I tnd Laurier, Mr. Clifford Sifton, Sir
| Richard Cartwright, Messrs. W. 8.
| Fielding, Wm. Patterson, Jas. Suth.
eland, Dr. Borden, and Senator
"&ot. Those who accompanied the
tlelegotion  were  Messrs.  Galliher,
"Maxwell, Ralph Smith, Prior, ISarle,
and Senator Templeman. ‘What the
delesation asked for was a bounty of
$'ptr ton~on  refined Jead for five
yezts, That was the first and princte
rat thing they requested. They also
aked for the equdlization of the dut.
fey on the.lead Industry, ana a liberal
policy ~that is virtually a free trade
palley in respect of ratlways.

Ar.. Alexander, of Kaslo, was the
Grst speaker. He said that the lead
xining industry of British Columbia,
in which a large amount of work anli
aphial had beerr investad during the
Past 1em years was now at a stands
stil. He listrated this by referring
i the mines in which he §s interested.
He said that his mines had pald $1,-
wo {n wages per day and lust year
shipped -1,000 tons per :mmonth. How-

eter his mines were now closed down
{4 cunscquence of a  crisis brought
shout by a smelter trust with $100,-
0,000 capital formed in the United
Sates, This trust practically control-
¥4 21l the smelters and refineries in
the Unlted States. The object of the
tust was to put up and keep up the
price of lead and sliver, and they reals
{red that 10 do this they must force
out the British Columbia mines. There
4ré no refineries in Canada, and +the
Canadian mines had been shipping
dr owiput to the Unlted States re-
fzerlee  Finwever, at the end of the
contracts the trust refusad to con-
tave o recelve, shipments from Bri-
tah Columbia mines. Alinlng, how-
e, nas contlpuad for some tme,
32d ais mines had 8,000 tons of ore
ated at varlous shipping  points.
ieze were only two small smelters
2 Capada, and they could not take
ay of the ore. Under present condi-
%ns it could not be expected that
try would {ncrcase their capachy.
T.be Canadian smalters had been ship-
Rag their product to  the United
Jates for gﬁ&;gxncm, separation of
2 from pilyer anpd the United
Sutes trust, carrylng out its purpose
' sbut out Britlgh Columbia, retused
% recslve anymare Canadian base bul-
for refinement, except at prohibl-
Ut rates  The Issue was o matter
€ lifs and death ¢o the British Col-
=Ma mases, and the smly solution he

at
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could sec was for the government to
grant o bonus on lead smelted and
refined In Canada.  Everything that
private enterprise and energy coula
do had been done, but without avall
There was no market for the smelted
product and a refinery would be ne-
cessary in Canada, ‘This would Hkely
b> loeated in the e¢ast  because the
chief market for the refined product
:v?uld be tound in forelgn coun-
ries.

Mr. Croasdalle pointed out that the
refining operations for lead were con-
trolled by the United States.  ‘The re-
tinlng had increased by $4 a ton, and
therefore the smelting price was in-
creased in Canada.  What he wanted
to see was to get away from American
control.  Until this was done there
wad tittle hope of progresse, and, there-
fore, no benetit wouisd accrue to Can-
adfans, & bounty would cstablish the
indusatry

Mr. Fowler, a mining engineer, said
that the United States was now pro-
duclng about all that they required.
Fven it they had not an adverse duty
to contend against fr Canada the
United States did not require much of

1Ie bLore testimony to the depressed
oondition of the industry. It was
brought about by the coerclon of the
Amertcan trust. What he wanted was
to see the Industry made a Canadlan

ono.

The delegation presented a memorial
to the premier which set forth what
was urgently required. In addition to
a bonus on refined lead and the dolng
away with the Inequality of lcad dut-
fes and o liberal policy in respect to
rajlways, the delegation in that mem-
orfal asked for a portfollo of mines,
and that British Columbia should have
. representative {n the cabinet, The
establishment of a2 mint was also re-
ferred to.

The premler told the delegation that
Mr. Fjelding would send them o re-
ply.

Biscuit and Confectionery
Association.

Phe forination of the Northwestern
Blscult anad Confectionery Associntion,
13 having a salutary effect in stopping
the cutting in prices which has been

v

Freight Rates.

Counstderable freight has been en-
gaged during the past week from Lake
Superior po¥t to Montreal at Be to H%e
per bushel, sayvs the Montreal Trade
Bulletin, which stows o tirnter feeling
and an advance of 3¢ to %o per bush-
¢l on previous engagementy, and we
now quote o to e from Chicago,
Duluth and Fort Witltam to Montreal.
The rates on” heavy grain from Chi-
gilgo to Buffalo are quoted at 23 to
e,

Railway and Trafiie Matters.

Vancouver, Aprll 16.—=Up to the
present there have been no replies {n
answer to the government, advertise-
ment for application for the construc-
tlon of a rallway f{rom the coast to
Kootenay, and there {3 much specula-
tion ag to what the government wilt do
now,

The Journal of Commerce of New
York says Jas. J. IIlY, of the Groat
Northern, {3 known as now the largest
holder of the stock of the Northern
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qur lead. What wos wanted was a
hounty to ald the Canadian meeting
e American In the European market.
2Mr. Heaps was the nex? speaker and
safid that Mr. Alexander had covered
¢he case very fully. He wished to re-
Rt particulurly to the depression on
the lead industry  Seven-eights of
the capital of his mine were subscrib-
ad {n the United States  He pointed
out in this connection that for the
three months onding Dec. 31 the out-
put of lead was $70,000, and for the
three months ending March this was
reduced to $35.000 and the present
quarted will go down 25 per cent more.
He xl\;as kept al] the e&ca-
son usy  begging SO _as 0
get rid of a little surplus on hand. His
mine was stiil running, but ti.ere were
others worse than the mine he was
conneoted with for they had to shut
down gltogether. Ho also pointed out
that fourtcen boards of trade, the
Centra? Mine Owners' assoclation and
the Miners' union were all In favor of
a bounty, #nd had passed a resolution
to that effect. The United States also
Iimported, lead from Mexico. The Am-
therefore, adble to put

.erfcans -, Jveye,
thin load Ql cheap Mexican labor on

the Ruroprax Yaarkot at a cheap price.
(L

Wi &, Bobartson sald that he was
ﬁ\q Qipigeh QY o large number of
Wk, AR #qed,  British  stockholders..

I8 ~

going on for some time In these
branches of trade. The assocliation is
composed of biscuit and confectionery
people doing business in the West, and
covers Manitoba and the Territories.
There are about a dozen concerns
working for business {n ahis tarritory
who are all now members of the asso-
clatfon A good deal of cutting in
prices and allowing spectal discounts
tn eortafn dealers, has heen golng on
in the biscult and confegtionery trade
for soma time. This sometimes oc-
currad througlr false Teports. One
traveller wowld Yexr that another firm
was offering cut rates, and he would
proceed to nake similax cuts. As in
other branches of trade, these reports
are ofton faise, but they get in thelr
work just the same. When Ccuts are
now heard of, i{nstead of leading to a
general slashing of prices, the matter
will be referred to the assoclation for
adjustment. It has also been decided
to discominux the special discounts ale
lowed to favorike customers. In the
future.  Some slaple lines which have
beon sold At , ¢lose prices in the
past have g«ax Alightly advanced this
month. * Phia Ingides =0da  biscuits
and mixed q}e‘g, which have been
advancod m&‘\\ per oent,  Even at
thi« advance may‘umdum say they
arehselllng thewe lines at very close to
©0s .

Pacifis road, having with his associ-
ates, John S. Kennedy and Lord
Strathcona and Mount Royal, $50,000,-
Q00 par value of the stock.

In the rallway committee at Uttawa
on Tuesday the bill givingthe C P R
a charter from Teulon to Sifton's
Landing. Man was reported with an
amendment to the effect that the lne
must first be buiit to Gimil on Lake
Winn peg and thence to the Icelandle
settlement, and that the whole work
must be completed within three years
or the charter lapses

The bill for assistance to Le granted
by the Ontarle government to the
Thunder Bay, Nepigon & St. Joe Rall-
way provides that the rates for pas-
senger and Yreight ~hall be subject to
the approval of the lleutenant-gover-
nor. The raltway company recelve a
grant of §,000 acres per mile, the min-
crals on the land to go with the grant
The rajlway is to be completed by
Aprit 1. 1903, and the company must
place &t least onc hundred male set-
tlers upon the land every year for
ten years after the passing of the act.

A country ‘squire wusked a jJuggler
‘‘tchy he played the fonl?'*  Far tha
[WMC regSon you do—out of want, you
do it for want of wit, I for avant of
money.”



