L

N
B3

JUENRRELY,

g

gt

PN

THE COMMERCIAL,.

555

The Commercial

A Journal of Commeroe, Industry and Finance, especially
devoted to the Intorosts of Western Canada, includ.
ing that portion of Ontarlo weat of Lakon:Perior.
tho provinces of Manitoba and British
Columbis and the Territoriea

FOURTEENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.
ISSUED EVERY MONDAY.

SURSCRIPTION, $2.00 PRR AXNOM {n adyanoe.)

ADVERTISING RATSS MADR RNOWN ON APPLICATION.

Fino Book and Job Printing Departments.
£3rOfiice, 186 Jamos St. East.
JAMES B. STKEN,
Pubdlisher.

The Commercial certainly enfoys & very much larqer
circulation among the business unity of the Y
between Lake Superior and the Pacn{ta Coast, than any
other paper inCanada, daily or weekly. By a h
system o{ solfcitation, carried out annually, this
fournal has deen placed upon the desksof agreat majority
0f business men in the vast district deseribed above, and
wicluding Northwest Ontario, the provinces of Manitodba,
and British Columbia, and the tersitories of Assinidoia,
Alberta and Saskatehewan. The Commercial alsoreaches

wholesale, commisrion, manufacluring and
tal houses of Bastern Canad:

WINNIPEG, MARCH 9, 1896.

Monthly Trade Returns.

Dominion government saving’s bank trans-
actions at Winunipeg for tho month ending
February 29 were: Daposits $18.904.00;
withdrawals $12.022.94; deposits exceed
withdrawals $3,881.06.

Inland revenne collections for the port of
Winnipeg for January, 1896, were:

Bpitits....ov it iier e, $ 18,282 08
TobaeCO vvvvvvevrreinnir cuns 12,076 25
Malb oiveiiivinnnrninn vunne 1,203 60
(7:0:% 667 60
Methylated spirit.... ......... 142 21
Potroloum,.....oveiviiannnnse 122 80
4] % B $27.848 49
Collections, Jan., 1895 ........ 21,691 28
Increase......ccevevesen . $5.651 86

The following statement shows the valueof
goods exported and goods ontered for con-
semption with duty collected thereon during
tho month of February, 1898, at Winnipeg,
as compared with the same month in 1895:

Value Valne
Deseription 1895 1898
Exported .......... $ 08,182 00 8§ 74,917 00
Entered for consump-
tion, dutiable.... 158,741 00 189,451 00
Entered forconsump-
tion, free....... . 85610 00 41,970 00
Total for consump-
ilon...... ...... 189.88¢ 00 181,421 00

Duty" collected ....
Some Wild Aunimals,

Thero are six species of deer in Manitoba
and tho Torrivories, says an exchange. The
moose, the elk, tho black-tailed deor, the
small jumping deer, the red dosr, and the
cariboo or reindeer of the woods. Thero ara
four species of bears.” The grizzly, the silver-
tip, the black and the brown bear. Thare are
four kinds of wolves. The large buffalo wolf,
th% ft:xmbex' wolf, the cross wolf and the prairie
wolf,

49,798 09 45,503 58

_ et Population,

Following is tho address delivered at the
recent immigration convention by Mr. Hespe-
ier, consul of the German E:apire at Winni-

eg:
p

Qreat Britain’s colonial scorotary, Hon-
orablo Joseph Chamberlain, has said: *‘ Get
population and all clso will be added tnto
you."” Canada wants population. To got
population o new couniry must have * {reo
land.”” The republic to tho south of us, with-
in one hundred years, increased frora less
than ten to about soventy millions by ** free
lands.” Those millions were drawn from
every country in the world. the inducewment
being ** free lInnd * undara freo government.
The arid lands that require irrigation cannot
be considered g such, as large capital is re-
quired to bring them under cultivation, and
therefore they are not frea to an ordivary
immigrant, Tho free lands being exhausted,
or nearly 8o, there i3 now an over-increasing
agricultural pupulation looking for freo land
which must overflow from the United States,
This overflow should come to Canada, it i3 of
an intelligant, industrious cless, andof our
own race, Britons in all but the nams.

In the years 1893 and 1894, abo1t5,00) of
thess people drawa from 85 states, from
Maine to California, settlad in the Cavadian
Northwest. The want of freo land in the
it greatest republic on earth™ forcod theso
people to look for free land undor a monar-
chial form of govornment. In a very short
time these intelligent and industrious citi-
zons from the Umted States will make, to
them, the startling discovery that in the D
minion of Canada the people rule not only
in theory but in fact, and that our form of
government is absolute freedom, and that
each individual has the right to * Life liber-
ty and the pursuit of happiness ™ as well as
{ree homesteads.

Ono of the chief aims of this convention
shauld be to see that ** free land ” is avail-
able for all the desirable settlers who decidv
to cast their lot in with us in endeavoring to
convert Canada into & greit nation. With
suitable ¢ free land* at the disposal of our
government the formation of a great nation
18 ouly o question of time aud thatcompara-
tively short. Without *' free Innd* the in-
crease and prosperity of the Dominion must
beslow,

Maritoba, young as she is, has now a sur-
plus, province-bred population, emigrating.
looking for ** free lang,!” Strange as it may
seom, it is a fact. Have wo no ** free land ™
in Manitoba? Let us investigate. A settlor
to got a free homestead wicthin thirty miles
of & railway in Manitoba has to make his
selection on one of 602 townshipsy contaiving
21,672 sactions of 85.683 quarter sections of
160 acres each. Of theso 21,672 sections, all
of the odd-numbered sactions have besu re-
served for railways or schools and are forsale
and are not *‘ free land.., This leaves 10,836
sections. Tho Hudson’s Bay Company Wers
granted sections 8 and 26, or 1,201 sections,
which reducesthe ** frae laud to 9,632 sections,
To quiet ths Indian title 1,250,000 acres,
oqual to 1,950 sections were allotted to aduly
and minor half-breeds, which leaves 7,682
seetions. The amounnt of land seript issued
on account of the troublous times of 1885 I
have no means of ascertaining. butIestimate
it at quite 82 sections, which reduces Mani-
téba land open for froo homestead within
thirty miles of a reilway to 7,600 sections,
or enough to give s free homestead of 16
acres to 80,400 heads of families, These 80,-
400 quarter sections ave not all good land
suitable for farming. We 2ll know that®
thero is poor land in this and every other
country. Manituba now has 23,000 heads of
families who are producers, grain and stock
raisers, and who ere rapidly becoming iarge
exporters of these commodities, 2nd I venture
the assertion that these same 25,000 Manitoba
farmers contributo more to the world's food
supply than the same number of men else-
where on tho face of the earth, Where then
is our freo land. These figures are not absol-
utely correot, but they are nearly so, and

may assist tho convention to knowledge of the
main reason why our couuntry is not more
thickly settled. The cause is simply shortago
of *froo land ' within a reasonable distanco
of railway communication.

‘I'o put it plainly, and this conveniion may
as woll look facts in the face, wo have no
suitable ** freo land *’ to offer, and men with
money to buy land have & world to choose
from. We who have lived horo for a numbor
of vears, know this to bs a good country to
live in, wo know that we have a good climate
aud the conditiing of lifo aro much baotter
than in many other countries. Poverty as it
is known in other and older countries 1s un-
known here. Directly or indirectly, ** freo
land ** brought us to Manitoba, and most of
us remember the rush of settlers to this pro-
vinee in the years 1880-2 and 8, Why did
not the rush of immigration continue?  Was
1t the fault of the country? No, simply the
fact that tho * freelands™ within a reason-
ablo distance of a railway wasall taken up in
those years, and immigration practically
ceased for want of it. We have been
striving after the 1impossible. \We have
spent millions of money trying to in-
duco rich people to como in and buy our
Jands and sottle on them. We have barred out
the industrious poor. Wao did not intend to
but we have. Settlers arriving in a now
country, do not, as a rule, have more than
enough money to make a modest start on
* free land.” It i3 the want of money and
the inducement of *‘free land' that causes
humavity to emmigrate. Was it a surplus
of money or the want of it that caused an
army of United States bome seekers to camp
for weeks on the boundary lineof Oklahoma
Territory, wating for the government to de-
clars it open for free homestead ?

Wipo out all unearned land grants, buy up
allexisting land grants and lands held by
corporations for sale at a profis, proclaim
them ** free land » to actual wealth creating
settlers, and the emigrants will come hero,
And a railway to the Hudson’s Bay, il such
a route is practical, will be in successful oper-
ation in a few years, simuly because the
necesgities of our people will require itor
other outlets. When the time comes that
our people will requirean outlet to the Earop-
ean markets via the Hudson’s Bay we will
getit, getit because worequirait. A nation’s
wealthis in the industry or creative force of
its citizens. If we had a1l the vacant fertile
lands in the universs transferred to British
North America we would not bo one dollar
richer than we are to-day, unless we could
utilize the land and make it productive. To
make .t productive requires men, men whose
poverty compells them to work.

Which is the greater nation, the United
States of one haundred years ago with its fow
millions of psople and its hundreds of millions
of acres of unoccupied lands or the United
States of to-day with itsseventy millionsofin-
dustrious people, its ** freo land ** settled upon
and its sarplus human indestry overﬂowing
from the country looking for *‘free land’®
under other flags? The ordinary resident in
the east must have a very hazy idea of what
o sqquare township looks like wish all the odd-
numbered and two of the even-numbared sec-
tions reserved for salo for the b.nefic of the
non-resident holder. A diagram with the
reserved section marked in black gives the
situation at & glance and much more offect-
ively than & descriplion in wordscan, Can
any one blame & settler for not wanting to
leave his old homo with its associations ~d
social comforts and settle in one of the wi. &
sections, each ono mile square, with vacant

‘land tothe ~1gbt of him. vacantland to the left

of him, vacant land in front of him and vacant
land in thoe rear of him, and tho black ses-
tions only represent the orthodosx railway,
school anud Hudson’s Bay Company laads,

Continued on page 561



