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HOME SUPPLIES.
Titose wiîo cati rentetîther te destitu-

tiont wiaiciî existeti iii Lancashire, Etig-
landi, tiuring tlie tiys of blockade of tho
ports of thte Southeun Statvs, nud idh,
cotton tuills, have 11o dilliculty iii compre.
luentiing the,, Jîelihss state of a country
dependent uipon only onu source of tratie.
The cry for liclp whicli came front thon-
santis of starving operators cati be wll
renîcînlbereti hy tiiose 'dîo were acquaint J1
with tho circîîîîîstallce of the case, nti
were a proof how tiîorouglîly prostraie
one of the inost prosperous counties of
Engiand coulti be madie by the paraiysing
of ono ail important intiustry. The les-
son icarzlet, nt tlint time may be consider-
Cd by soute as oiy applicable to matn-
facturing afiirs, and< otiteîs ight narrow
it down te oniy one brandi of the saine.
The narrowing process is a inistaken onte,
Jîowever, as the Jesson iny bc taken tad-
vantage of in any fieldi, andi lien acteti
uponl wil bring profit,

Stratige as it mnay semi, Mavitoba andi
tho Noirthwest are at present liaving ant
experience vcry situilar to titat of Lanca-
sbire, Englauti, duriitg the tisys of the
Ainericax civil war, aithiou,,h the experi-
once is by ne uteatis as bitter anti as pros.
tra-ing.? Tite idea that titis w~as a country
for raising wlieat lu onlly, lias taken ticep.
er root titan uxost of us arc aware of, anti
the efllècts of tlie foolii belief in the sainle
are now p. infuily apparent, at a tinte
wltcn tîtat grain ail over the worid is at
suci a low price. The foily of depeitding
upon this product alone iteetis no deioît-
stration iiew, anti it requires but very lit-
tie argumtent tu convince the nit-ost extreine
agricuitural uxtitarian of tîte same.

B3ut tîtere is one poitnt in whiclt the
people of tîte Nortltwest have beenl even
more foolisli than the manufacturiers of
Lantcashtire- Tite latter were producittg
for a foreign tiemanti in otte branch, while
other articles enteting into daily consump-
tion witia tternselves werp procured at
lower figures front other marke.ts than
thoy couid have produced tilent at honte.
With tîto Northwest, matters are quite
differeut People here have been aimiing
for the export of wheat aloxte, while in a
dozen articles of foodi, whicli the country
is admirabiy adapteti for produci-ng, they

have been iuîiportiug at faney pi ices front
counitrie.s wtt cil do0 iot jxossess anlything
like the faîine facilities for iaisitig sucli
itroticts. Ilu our footi iimports for te
last threc years at lcast, we have tiot
Uit l' ctrying eoais te, Newcastle," but
%%e have beecit nakiîîg -t profitable for
people iu otiier parts of titis continent te
tlo se. IL is ouiy withia te past six
iioîiths flint people havo becoîtto satisfieti
tlint we are it a position tu, produce our
own hei.! anti pork, anti now titat te aL-
teipt la beitîg matie te, suppiy our ewfl
cet:ctl uteats front ant institutiont in WVin-
liipcg, we htave atili tunterous skepticq,
even auîo ug a csa whitou we usualiy crû
tuit witit considerabie business acumnt.
But titis skeptîeîsim will bu cureti just as
thorougiîly andt successfily as tue meats
it is expresseci regartiing. li titis lino,
therefore, we iy rest assureti, that te
fouifflation is laid for our htome supply iii
future. But wq are relguiariy intporting
ca!tted uteats liere wiir eati bo packcd
here with success. lie!f, for instance, is
now cheaper thait it cati bc imported at
anti flite process of corxting anti canning
steulti itot bc tiuilicuit foi overt-ake. Ini
titis itent of catuîted incats a)i avenue is
open te, evade one of tlic inost burdeni-
sente iînport, duties tlic Nortitwcst labors
uuîder. LUt ushope titat sonteone witlt
tite necessary enterpriso wvill place it
atttoîg our Maniteba itttustrîes beforo
te close of the present ycar.

But there is one fieldi iii whici the
liauidliig andt tiistribjution of hotme sup-
plies cati tell aînaziîtgly, snd that is in
connection witlt ottr butter supply.
Ncarly a year ago TnEi COMMERCIAL pre-
dicted int thu days o! butter importa
were neariy over. The predictition hias
been tiisregarded during the past fali, andi
now WVinttipeg is overstocked if not glut-
ted witltftiat protiuct. A regular butter
packitîg ixtstitutiott reurîgnt more

titan $1,000 capital, if starteti under the
supervision of a sharp,, practicai manager,
wouid souid tho iast kneil o! butter in-
ports front the east, andi raise Manitoba
te the position of an exporter of that pro
dueL before flite close of' the current year.
It dees scint strange titat tîte outlay of sei
sinali an antount shoulti prove a barrier te
se ncecessary a work of progress.

But there are other fields for htome pro-
dueL9 tiait ofl'er cqualJy gooti- inducements.
In tue itern of starch manufacture, for it.
stance, the pûtatoes wbich are lest from
carelessacas and freezlng each year would

furniali tiougi raw itiatterigil for a facttîry
lar-goellîough te stipfiy te wltole Northî
west. li a idozeît othter lîttes raw iuateia
ta ycarly allowcti ta go te wssto witIli
couiti bo iatie inte homte supplies of
gootis wlîich wu are stili conipelleti te it.i
port at greatly ativancNui figutes.

IL sitould i tow bc a settieti question
about tho wlteat producing atnd cxportiîg
power o! the Nortiîwest. Tiat hias tiow
reacheti a stage front which it wili pro-
Cgress oi itseif, or niay be icft as a work
for te agricuituriat alonc te carry out.
The tact o! the businebs tuit, tue iitgeitt.
ity o! tho tmanufacturer adt flie futtus of
the capitalist are ttow wartted for tue pro.
duction of honte supplies of otiter pro.
dueLs. It sîouid, be keptmatcaduly in %.1ew
fiat whilu Manitoba inîporta one doiners
wortiî of food produtts, capable of liing
producei it titis latitude, titere are left
relies of tlit siiiftiessness whiclî art, kg.
acies of our late boom.

THE BIG WR EAT DEAL.
Thtî operations o! te Montreat Wlicat

Syutidicate during the palst two i1s
have developed 1to new features titat hiave
itot been previiusiy shadowed, hy liE
Co,smnnciAxL The further tlie 'iok of
buyîng, or rather pru'tetxding te btuy, pro
gresses, te more evident it becon,-s thtt
the wltolo arrangementt is a geL up of the
C.P.R. nmanagers, witlî two objects in
v.iew. The main one is te prevent uny
grain front geirig tei the euat ever Uititeil
States routes, anti the other is te, give en
agricuitural booin te the Nertîwest Ly
sltewittgr up tîte iniaginiary prices tii to
farmters itere, coîttpaî cd witiî tîtose paid
on the southern sitie of tic bouidr.
110w far they will be successful ini reatu.
ing these Lwo stims rentains te lit, scen.
Tho Syndieate's manager certainty dis.
plays considerabie ingenuity in tus inc'i:
of operations. He is careful net te place
buyers on1 at recciving points tri pay the
pricea se carcfully and proinieutly pi-
cartied vp there. The buying lie teaves to'
local itantis, andti the value iti thi opinion
o! tue Syndicat£- is oniy fixeti aftcr the
grain is safe ab Port Arthur, anti ituier
of people who ]tave shippeti titeir grain'
thero to, bc graded by a paiti servant di
tite C.P.U. are by ne metis satisfied witi

the results. The gaine nay work for à
Limte, anti will, ne doubt, have Lte cifeti
o! preventing much titat woulti frowgêr
ing east over United States railvaYs. TO'
keep farnors in au unsettled anti 1111ek
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