
Io TUE CANADA LUMBERMAI
WESTERN RETAIL LUMBERNMES

ASSOCIATION.
The tenth annual meeting of the above associa-

tion wvas lîclal in the city of Winnipeg on Febru-
ary i9th. There wvas a large attendance of mem-
bers and visitors. Mr. Henry Byrnes, of Win-
nipeg, president cf the Association, occupical the
chair, and after opening the meeting called upon
the secretary, Mr. Isaac Cockburn, to read the
minutes of the previous meeting, wvhich were
confirmed.

The annual address of the president was then
presented as follows :

[Gentlemen and FeIIow Mlembers of the Wcstes n Retail
Lumbermlcns3 Association;]

I deent it an honor to bc privileged, as your pressîdent
for the second time, te welcome you litre in attendance at
this annual meeting. 1 regret that it is not my good for-
tune, owing tu the effect of a disappointing harvest, te bce
able tu offer you congratulaioens of prosperity in the lum-
ber trade. 1, lioweycr, can compliment yuu upon the
wisdom exercised in you business under the existing cir-
cumtances, in anticipating se clesely thse effect of a short
crop, by retricting your business in purchasing with
caution commensurate wvilh the absolute necessity and
requirement. The farmers aise have evinced a worthy
caution ini delaying expenditure in building and iniproving
as mach as pessible, until the return of an assured good
crop. Being interested in the working of the association,
and wishing to acquire more personal knowledge of it, I
accompanied the secretary on two trsps into districts
where borne complaîntsý had been formulaîed againstsanie
dealers for violating the price list established.

On vzsstitg the dealers in question, we werc able to
harmenize the différences complained of, and start themn
ancw te slil at the established prsce list, and the resait
was an apparent feeling te adhere te the established list.
Mly observation lia-% led me te believe that tic association
is dezng much te promote a better understandig among
the dealers in thse conduc4 cf business gencraUy, and the
advasitagc cf an establisheu ice: list is well borne out.
Unfortunately, there has exiged in the c:ty a disruption cf

the priec list, and lumber hisa been suld at ne profit tu the
dealera3, and the dernoralized anc slaaghtcnng prices herm
have been quite injurious tu niembers liaving yards in thse
prexasnîty of the city, and even at considerable distances
out. ;may say that after an ansatisfactory experience
there appears now te bic a unitedl effort on thc part cf thc
dealers of Wîsnnspeg to make itucli an arrangement and
agreement as will lead te reorganization and sellng on
an esbttblishcd price lis! in future.

Yeou uill notice that the balance on hand has increased
eensidcrably, which may bc a matter for yeur consýidera-
tien whethcr the annual ducs rnay net bc reduced somte.

In closing, 1 deýsare te state dit ait thse Last annual
meeting ai %%.u m> purpubc to suggest tu you that it
inould bc a- fitt;ng thing for us. to juin writh othcr organiza-
tiens in contributing te the patriotic fund, but this tvas
cverlooked. liowever, at the firai meeting cf the &fiec-
tors, the board and my.-scîf theught it proper te vote $zca
tu the tund thcn being estabitshcd for the relic aLnd bene-.
fit ul.%u,.h familes :equining ,jr. .Jdcrat;on and usistance
ur. .. u.ilu our gallant fcllews- who voluntcerecl te take
part in the Southi Afrcan var. on behaif cf our then
gracious. beleved and revcred Qucen, and for wls, re-
cent ticatls we all misngle in sorrow and are toucheal %itli
fende in haia ng had 3o worth>, illustious and good
M. oman as a NO% crcign. *Wc pray God te bless lier noble
-on and -succebssor. our sovrzign. Ring Edward Vil, who
!--:L, alreadv asampcd himseUi an able and worthy rader.
and Lia declared hiniself in gii expression cf affectien
and reverence for li, mether in language so worthy cf
a dastiful son ta a vcondWrul maother, te closely follow ina
lier fooibteps in canstitutienal govcrniment.

The-i followed the Secrctary-treasure's report
as given bclow:

Mr. Presdeni and Gentlemen. -1 ami pleaseal te bc able
tu prescrnt %ô you %uch a favorable financial mtaternsent,
shewaing a bAlatnce on band te the credit ofithe association

There nrct stili 34 dues inpaid. many cf which will lic
pald. but ii -%ill bc nerc-msas! te purge the snembersýhip

list if srne names. asit uill not do to inesilrate etu cItas-
niff in tht paying of du=s Tht membcrship stands at a
gain of twenty.threc over that of last Ycar. Thcre is a

total of two hîendred and four yards, and tlairty-feur
lionerary members. Daring tise year I remoiîed front the
list seven members for directly refust.-g payaient cf thear
dues.

I have te report that shertly aller the unnual meeting
I proceeded te establish price libts for tise varieus points.
and continued deing se antil pretty thorvougluly cempleted,
witli the-exception of points west cf Minnedosa, %where 1
%vas advised that lists were net wanted. I did net visit
the Nortlîepi Pacifie points, knewing tisat it would be of
ne service,'as there were nen-rnembers in competitien.
1 have te acknowledge the active interest taken by the
dealers titrouglieut in arranging the prices, and the kind
ceurtesy extended te me by thse members, many dealers
travelling cunsiderable distances te attend meetings tait-
cd fer that purpose. I am glad te believe that the prices
so establislîed were generally adhercd te, aitheagli there
were soirée cases ef complaint for violation ef the price
list, in svhich eases I was successful in harnsonizing the
diflicaisess which had arisen, by meetingtwith the dealers
in questitkn and discussing With tiern thse grievances coni-
plained cf, and caurirg a new start in sellîng on tise es-
tablislsed price list. In nearly e zry case a better feeling
was engedered between tisen. a resait.

At ont point where 1 wa askcd te investigate a charge
for selling nt less than the price lis!, I knew the parties,
wcre net art speaking ternis ever santie business difficul-
tics. I first baal an interview witis the complainant, and
teld hi I weuld Ibrint- theni tegether, se as te sift the
charge, and that lie musst make up fis nsind te discass it
with i dealer cemplained of. and in a friendly way.
Thtis lie censenteal te do. 1 then interviewed tht dealer
complaiuied of, who frankly admitted tht charge, and
after somne di-cussien beaxing upen tht msats le gave
m tise1strongest assurance that liercafler lie weald main-
tain the established prices. Upon calling the parties te-
gether a full discussion was had upon thse charge made,
anid the deaier in the w.%rong having acknowîcdged thet
sanie, 1; tran called tht other dealer aside and mentîened
tu hi that shosild lic press the charge a penalty cf $25
er o--er ççould have te be levied from, bis epponent, ansd
that it wesdd be cf ne direct benefit te liii. To the
credit 'f the party thus appealed te lie at ente replied,
'«I do neot wish te bc the cause cf tnaking my appenent
pay that anieunt, and if lic new agrees tu maintain the
prier. established, I consent not tu pi oced against him.
1 did not fait te imnpres this good act on tht nsind et t
ether party. Titis happcned early in thie spring, and ne
complaintlias reaclicd ne tromthat peint aince. Imeire-
y state this case in giv6ing my expersetce that this is a lici-
ter mode cf settling matters ef complaint than refernng
the mnatter te thse executive zurmmittet, whcn doing su
can be aveidcd, but cf course thcre wvill arise exceptional
cases hichw makie it imperative te do su.

Tht prasident in his address bas reterreal te tht statc:
cxisting among tht ýVinnipeg dealers, and I necal net
dwell upen it furtiter than te say at atfectcd memilers dis-
astrously ai pointa in the -.ieînaty outtyîng the eaty.
Those deales have niy wArnu=st symrpathy in tise di.tarb-
ance and loas of theïr business theretreni, and I do hope
that upon tht restoration of a price list fer '%Vinnipeg
gocal busiùness will again bc brouglit about te the dealers
referred te.

1 tel called upon te make reference te a pernicieus
business coniîng under my notice which as besng carraca
on by what is tcrnied on the other sade as poaching. 1
meaLn someone wlic is net a ananuraeturer andl a non-
member cr thec association, procures lamber tram parties
ailier than honorary inembers, and diisposes cf the lumber
as beti bc can, and 1 ai sonry te, say that sucli a persan
lias sisccccded in niaking trouble and demcralizing prices
in sorie instances te tht serious detrinient ol sanie active
menibers 1 trust ne m:craber cf tht association will bie
fournd purchasing or supporting siacl a -iystemi as referreal
te, andl if possible that sarieî means nsay bie breught te
litas that will stamp it ort.

Thiis is an appartunt tame te discuss these phases on
their incrits, ard 1 wauld lilce ta inipres upon tht merr.
bers prescrit te de %so fully andl te go forth tramt this meet-
ing resoleal te aet up te tht resoution and by-laws cf the
association, and te bce fellew vorkera togeiher fur
mutual lienefit.

The suggestions in the secrctary-treasures
repart createal a lively discussion, in regard ta the
practice af cutiting prices.

Scvcralmcrnbersstatcdthat businessintheirpar-

y MU%*~

ticular localities had been a ., crsely dt4.
ing the year by the action r nen'b.nfi,
purchased lumber in the 1"ý .te< States u
western manufacturers wvh did flQt
the Association. The resi:t f th'was that an understanding . arricý.l
nearly as possible bereaitet ý-e rueso th
cdation wvould be adhered t hy all pazj,
manufacturers and thé wvho'c .l men
assist the niembers of dtl~ Associatit,ý
direction. The address Of the presidenî
report of the secretary-treasurer were a

The election of oficers rt b.ulted as
President, Henry Byrnes, %%V*nnipeg; ili
dent, J. L. Campbell, MeI1aa, Mjat.; &
D. E. Sprague, Winnipeg; r . Turttbu%
toit, Man.; W. S. Burley, \Neepatva, M.
M. Stewart, Morden, Mî;, J. K~
Treherne, Mani., and R. Il. ýNlja
Assiniboia.

On motion of Mr. J. L. Campbell it vu,
cided to arrange with the railiway compa,
an excursion to the Pacifie cilast duringg.
ing summer, after which the meeting

REUCTION IN SHINGLE DME
The Dominion Government bas isýnt

follc'wing proclamation afl'ecting dues on
timber taken from Dcininion lands in
Columbia :

ilWhereas it is found that the rate ni
,cents per thousand chargeable on shinees

Ï"section i y of the regulations governing the
iug of yearly licenses and permits to cut
on Dominion lands established by order:
6f istJuly, x8gS, and amending crders.iî
is net excessive in Manitoba and the N
Territories, where shingles seil at fran $z
$3 per thousand, but in British Columbia,
they on!>' sel! for $i per thousand, it à
apparent that the rate is too high :

"'And whereas the timber used in
shingles in British Colu'nbia is of a clami
cannot be used for the manufacture of l
being the hollow butts af trecs eut dowa ix
ging, and therefore if not used for singkts
be burnt in the process of clearing the laal;
it is thus deemed advisable to modify tht

rate ;
"1Therefore, His Eiccellency, by and id

advice of the Queco 's Privy Coutidil fatli
is jleased to order that instead of dues
eharged iii the province of' British tolxr.j
the rate of twenty cents per thoasand cc
manufaetured shingles, the said dues shal
and the saine are hereby made chargeabeoe
shingle bolts at the rate Ôt fifty olex
cord."

End piling under sheds is probably theà
meliiod cf stacking hardwoods for sealzi
A Michigan concern bas useid titis md
several years, andl finals :t vcry satisàl
Its sheds are 30 feet widc, zrxo [cet long, i

high cnough te take in a i6-kiot boaxd 1
eapacity of such a shed, the :.ock beg
pilel, is 2oo,ooo feet. Thecshe4.s are, act
buit cspccially for such work. Znd pifia
iS te 25 cents per thousanal feet 'nore tha2z,
piling, but the resuits art cla:aîed to C

balance this.


