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DRIVING 0F HARDWOODS.
STREAMà driving ofpine, spruceand other soft-

wood logs is accomplished without diflicuity,
the nature of the tumber bcing sucb as ta per-
mit lit ta fiant. Wilh hardwoods it bas alwvays
becn rcgardcd as almost an impossibiiîy ta
drive the iogs an>' distance, cwing ta their
wcigbt and the tendency ta absorb water.

The difficult>' of driviaîg hardwoods has been
one cf thc obstacles la the development cf the
hardwood industry in tbis country. On mnaay
timber lmmits which have been strippedl of the
pine, there may be found large quantities cf
valuiable hardwoods, which bave been regard-
cd as uscless b>' reason cf inabiiity togct them ta
the desired poinot for manufacture. Recentl>'
mmm>' cxperimcnts have been made ta discover
a niethnd by which these hardwoods couil bc
made ta float satisfactoriiy, and it secins that
at icast a nmsure afsucccss bas been achicvcd.

From the opinions cf Canadiam iumbcmn
published elsetvhcre la this number, it %will be
scen that the niatter bas receilc no litile at-
tcntion, aisa that there stili exiçts niucb %.kep-
ticism as ta the tdis«tbilitv of attcmpting ta
drive hardwaods, the great drawback being
that the quaiity cf the tumber at the cnd cf the
log; detceorate-s white scasaning neccssary ta
c.tusc the, log ta float is inking place.

The niost succc.ss-ful rr.tbod of dniving bard-
woods is probably the anc adopted b>' certain
iumbcmmen cf Main, which is te cut the tim-
ber duning the surriier, skid thc logis and haut
thcm tipom thc sxiow the next wintcr, and drive
theni iii the spring, %"lien they have become
sufflicitiv scasoncd ta cause thcm ta float.

Peeling ;hc logs, i. inoihcr plan wliicb scns
te bave beca foliovcd wvith so-iie success by
Canadian lumbermcn. Mlr. Irving, cf Buc-
touche, N.B., bas found Ettle difficulty in driv-
ing, hmrdwoods, bis policy heing te pel thp

legs in the summier prcvious ta the springdr
ilng season. 0f course, the cost involvcd

* peeling the logs niust bc placcd against t
Mutility of this plan. Mr. Irving relates a signi

cant incident as ta the finding of a number
hardwood iogs in the bottom of a pond.* Niqwithistanding that they must have been the
for tvcnty ycars, they wcre fotind ta be pc
fectly sound.

Ta deprive the tree of the bark for thre
four inches deep all round, near the butt of Ilnd trec, and ta piug the end of the log, are othi
niethods which have been empioyed with
measure of squccess.

00 The subject of driv'ing hardwoods ils a ma~50 intcresting and timeiy one, and might wvith ai
vantage bc further difrcusscd ini these calunlný

- The opinions and experiences of lumberme
* generally are invited.

zINSURANGE ON LUMBER PROPERTY.
IT iS very questionabje whether the Under

'0writers have not taken an unwisc step ii
making the rcrent sharp advance in the rate
cf insutance Io be charged bereafîer on lumbe

*property. If the insurance in the lumbei
business bas been carried at a loss, as ke*claimed, it couid only be expccted that thitwouid nat continue. Business ils canducted
for pecuniary advantage, and if sucb iâ
flot the resuit it behooves the mnanagement
af any business ta endeavar in sanie legitimate
way ta bring about the desired change of
conditions. The action of the underwriters is
quite within their rigbts ; but in aur opinion
is flot aitogether warranted by circumstances.

White lumbermen Uihroughout the entire
Dominion are affected, the question, se far as
we know, bas flot been discussed in caucus
except by the Lumbermen's Association of
Ontario. The members cf that organization
contend that it is most unfair ta advance the
rate in the mariner the Underwniters have donc,
and are at a loss ta understand the systeni cf
rating on wbicb the new sehedule i!»
based. It seenis ta disregard very large.
iy the nature cf the risk. No distinction,
s0 far as the rate is concerned, is made
between a water power miii and a steani miii,
nor is any allowance made for the tire pro-
tection appliances witb wbich a mili niay be
equipped. The insurance conipanies have,
witbout visiting the nis to ascertain the
nature cf thc risk, demanded from the lumber-
man increased premiums ranging in sanie cases
above à150 per cent.

flic bazard cf a watcr power miii is ncces-
sariiy niuch less than that of a steani miii.
In thc case cf the former the material in and
around the lower portion of the miii is in-
variably more or less danip, and, in sanie
cases, saturated witb water. There are
many nis in wbich it is nccessary te use
rubber and gandy belting, the conditions
beng such as ta make the us* of leather
belting almost impossible. Witb a steani miii
having a battery of say four or five boilers,
an.d with pipes running in and around the
floor cf the miii ta operate the steam niggers,
saws, etc.. the position is different, and thedanger from tire greaier. Is it net a strange
inomaly, therefare, that the Vridcrwriters

iv should place both kinds o[r mlunl
in footing in respect to rating' onte$

he The advance in the rate ci,. lumbere
ýfi- shows a Iack of consideratit,,

1 a.t NeýOf the Underwriters. The rate bas bee ,)t- apparently without regard to theire caused by proximity ta the Mi11i.
r-admitted that lumber is nlot endangeredj.~

tire if placed zoo feet from the iiI, yf tor Underwriters aillw a correspondingi> 4,
îe rate on lumber according ta tiie distance Olter izoo feet at which it is placed f'rorn the mi,. 11a would seeni ta indicate that they regard t4miii as endangering the lumber noa matterNît what distance the two may he separatedi 31- if such is the case why should flot a WI5. equipped wîth power appliauîces be itan !ower rate than a miii without such appà,,or a water miii where noa rire is ned~ h,

given a lower rate than a st<eamn miii?
According ta the new sc.it:dule the averiprate on lumber is perhaps abouIt 3,14 Per rtaThis rate, we understand, iç higher rhIs prevails in the United States. where the M

r on ai good risks is oniy 2 per cent jý
r companies there, we understand, requir, a; space betwecn eac yard or dock, aitho.1

;sometimes they make exceptions ta Ibis ru.
1 The statement was made at the recent eùof Ontario lumbermen that companies c

business in bath the United States and Cac4
will give a Iawer rate on lumber in the Uà
States than in Canada. If such is the cah,
would be interesting ta lcarn the grouaoj
which such discrimination is hased.

The suggestion that the lumbernien sLej
fanm an insurance campany ta carry their en
risks bnings up a subject which calis foc te
most careful consideration before actio à
taken. Nevertheiess, we believe that if tte
present exorbitant rates are maintaing~ ik<
lumbermen wiii find sanie method of praetmkg
theniselves froni tire ait lcss cost than if îLh1shauld continue to fisure their property unL.
the present schedule.

It wiiI no doubt be of intercst ta learn se
particularsaf the Lumber MJutual Fire Ilnaa
Company of Bo.%ton, a company which vu
organized in February, z895 , atid l]egu
wniring insurance in the following mozLi
This campany insures onty Jumber and mai
warking plants, and ils autharizcd ta transa
business in thc United States and Canada.
For the last three years the company hnu-
paid a dividend of =0 per cent., and ik
financial statenient for the year cnding jr.I
3ist, i9oi, shows the campany ta be in;
strong position. The dividends paid sba
arganizatian have been $32,683.8z, and thenz
cash surplus $42,862.96, making total profa
ta policy-bolders S75,546.78. Another orgaa.
zatioen which is meeting with sisccess in Lie
lumber insurance business is the Lumic
Underwriters at Mutual Lloyds. compose!
largely of lunibermen tfiroughout the Easien
States. It is said that tbis co'mpanv Lu
succeeded in benefltting its nlcnibers bya
considerable reduction in inst.-ince faim i.
Froni these facts it does not appuar that tLU
business cf insuring lumber bas bccn as tz.
profitable as the Canadian Uaderwvriters tiror
leaci one te suppose.


