
TH1E PJLGRIM I F>XTHERS
A\ND Tiff MODERN WORLD

- maue a neavy «ent flot
only upon the new world in its iu-
finitesimal proportions of tha.t dis-.
tant day, but also up(in the new
world of a later developrftent, as it
grew into a vast continent embracing
immense cities and thickly-populated
commonwealths, with unlimited
wealth of ail kinds in its rivers, its
lakes, its mountains and its forestu.

Theodore 4oosevelt went still fur-
ther than this when lie said at the
Iaying of the corner-stone of the Pl.
grim Memorial monument at Pro-
vincetown, Mass., iu 1907: "<The com-
ing hither of the Plgrims three en-
tuies ago, shaped the destinies of this
continent aud therefore profoundly
affected the destiny of the whole
world>.

In old England there had long been
unreat in the hearts o! many earnest
conscientions sotils who could flot id
that which satisfied them in the for-
inalities of religion prevailing in their
day. For decades there had been a
deep undercurrent o! dissatis! action
which in time camne forcibly to the
sur!face. These people were in real-
ity searching for that which lias been
the Ltoal of attainment for so manv

Their particular qnest was for free-
dom to worship GOdI according to the
dictates of their own conselences.
This seemingly moderato pursuit had
far-reaching results.

To begin with, it was considered
sufficiently important to receive the
attention of the English Parliament.
Statutes were enacted requiring ail to
worship God according to a definite
prescribed form. The path of the
woudd-be Independents becamne more
rigorous than before. For breacli of
the law a number of them, were ar.

modern
freedom.
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