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the Dominions whence they set out. And the men 
who have done these things, uncompelled and un­
compellable, have accepted our military and diplo­
matic direction of the war, ever when they disagreed 
with it, without question and without complaint. 
Nothing nobler has been uttered in the war than 
the answer, made in the Australian Parliament, by 
the Prime Minister to a Member who gave expres­
sion to the bitter grief with which Australia learned 
of the definite abandonment of the Dardanelles 
adventure. •

“ Not upon us,” said he, “ have these great bur­
dens and responsibilities been cast. Not by one 
word or even one doubt will I add to the anxieties 
of those from whom decisions have been required.”

It is a commonplace that no such phenomenon 
as the great rally of the Dominions has ever 
been witnessed in history. None of the Great 
Empires of the world has ever conceded so much 
freedom to its constituent parts or been rewarded 
by so much devotion. And it is well known that 
the whole world—our friends and our enemies alike 
—have been amazed at the spectacle of Imperial 
solidarity which the war has exhibited. “ For the 
purposes of a European war,” wrote one of Ger­
many’s many military philosophers, “the British 
Colonies, even if they remain faithful, may be 
ignored.” To-day this gallant theorist—the nurs­
ling of Treitschke—is, one may presume, somewhat 
better informed.

It may perhaps be urged that, after all, the very 
co-operation of which so much has been said has 
become possible under the undefined, impalpable, 
and sentimental Union which has hitherto prevailed


