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He there married a lady of rank, and, as the reader

may remember, afterwards represented his master at the

court of Elizabeth. He was a man of excellent parts,

enriched by that kind of practical knowledge which

he had gained from foreign travel and a familiarity

with courts. He lived magnificently, somewhat en-

cumbering his large estates, indeed, by his profusion.

His person was handsome ; and his courteous .and pol-

ished manners made him one of the most "brilliant

ornaments of the royal circle. He had a truly chival-

rous sense of honor, and was greatly esteemed by the

king, who placed him near his person as captain of his

Spanish guard. Feria was a warm supporter of Ruy
Gomez ; and the long friendship that subsisted between

the two nobles seems never to have been clouded by

those feelings of envy and jealousy which so often

arise between rivals contending for the smiles of their

sovereign.

The other member of the council of state was a per-

son of still more importance. This was the Cardinal

Espinosa, who, though an ecclesiastic, possessed such

an acquaintance with affairs as belonged to few laymen.

Philip's eye readily discovered his uncommon qualities,

and he heaped upon him offices in rapid succession, any

one of which might well have engrossed his time. But

Espinosa was as fond of labor as most men are of ease

;

and in every situation he not only performed his own

share of the work, but very often that of his associates.

He was made president of the council of Castile, as

well as of that of the Indies, and finally a member of

the council of state. He was inquisitor-general, sat in

the royal chancery of Seville, and held the bishopric
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