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Great Britain are dependent upon the foreign trade, I beg to

ask honourable gentlemen who cheer me, whether it is not too

much to talk lightly of that trade, which supports so large a

proportion of the population of the country. Do honourable

gentlemen know the amount of the exports from this country
— do they know what the foreign trade is ? Why the country

scarcely imports anything but raw materials ; it imports of

them to the extent of between 25,000,000/. and 30,000,000/.
for the purposes of home consumption or for manufactures to

be sent away again. What I complain of in the existing Corn-
laws is this, that this country has, by those laws, raised against

it many of the other nations of the world, not because we do
not take corn from them, but on account of the uncertainty

which is thrown into the trade with them, in consequence of

our system of duties, which, declaring that England shall never

apply to foreigners, if she can possibly help it, has done every

thing that is possible to shut the markets of Europe and Ame-
rica against the British manufactures, and have induced nations

to adopt hostile policy in commercial matters, which would
never have occurred but for these laws. Do I speak without

book when I state this? An honourable gentleman behind

me has moved for the production of whatever correspondence

has taken place between the Government of this country, and
those of other nations, on the subject of the Corn-laws, or for

any propositions made, oi notices given by foreign countries,

willing to trade with this country, provided the present system

of Corn -laws were done away with. Those documents I shall

produce to my honourable friend and the House ; but I must
at the same time mention, that they are a class of communica-
tions which do not generally take place in an official form ;

they are more generally the result of private letters, and there-

fore the information contained in them is not so full as I could

desire. But some time ago a gentleman, Mr. M'Gregor, was
sent to Germany, to enquire into the condition of the German
League, and I have with me letters I have received from him,

bearing on the subject now before the House, and which I

will read. This is dated in 1 836.
'' I am perpetually told, that England must reduce her own

tariff before she can reasonably expect Germany to do so."

And in reply to Mr. McGregor, the foreign minister for

Wurtemberg thus expresses himself ;—
" I am opposed to anything like particular protections given

to any branch of industry, being convinced that such protection

is a general tax on the community.


