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third time, and f"ed three signal guns, but

with little hope of reply. To the great joy

of the crew, three distinct guns were heard

in answer. The apprehensions of all but

Captain Sowle were now at rest, Tliat cau-

tious commander recollected the instructions

given him by Mr. Astor, and determined to

proceed with great circumspection. lie was

well aware of Indian treachery and cunning.

It was not impossible, he observed, that these

cannon might have been fired by the savages

themselves. They might have surprised the

fort, massacred its inmates; and these signal

guns might only be decoys to lure him across

the bar, that they might have a chance of

cutting him off, and seizing his vessel.

At length a white flag was descried hoisted

as a signal on cape Disappointment. The

passengers pointed to it in triumph, but the

captain did not yet dismiss his doubts. A
beacon fire blazed through the night on the

same place, but the captain observed that all

these signals might be treacherous.

On the following morning. May 9th, the

vessel came to anchor off cape Disappointment,


