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that if they can once kill the female, they are

sure of the rest, as the young one does not

stir, and the dog will not go far from the

spot, but keeps continually popping his head

up in the holes and pools about, growling and

whining after his mate.

It was quite a pleasure to have a little clear

sailing this morning, after being so long stuck

fast in the ice. The thermometer at nine, a.m.,

showed 35°, and in the middle of the day the

fog cleared off, and we had beautiful weather.

We moored the vessel to a large pan of ice,

and filled all our water-casks fi'om a pool of

clear water in its hollows, taking the oppor-

tunity also of getting a good wash ourselves,

a luxury we could not very often enjoy. There

were several vessels about us, two of which had

not seen a single white-coat this season, so capri-

ciously scattered are the herds of seals. There

was a very singular island of ice a few miles to

the south of us. It rose to a height of about

one hundred feet, and resembled the worn and

ruined cone of a volcano. At about half its

height was a platform sloping to the north,

and round three of its sides a thin wall of ice

rose up sloping inwards, and was pierced
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