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A CHAPTER IN THK HI8TOUY OP TOWNSHIP OF ON8l/)W. 7

Mnrion Arhnthnot, in his letter of 15th August, 1776, to Lord r»eorge

Gerninine about his visit to the Townships of Witidsor, Horton, and

Cornwallis, to review the volunteer militia in each, under the command
of Colonel Francklin, goes on to state :

—

'* After which I proceeded up Cobequid Bay and landed at London-
derry, ( )n8low, and Truro, three townships inhabited by the otfspring of

those Iri.sh emigrants who first settled Londonderry, in the Massachusetts,

Scotchmen and Irish people, who have been brought hither soon after

the place began to be settled,—a strong, robust, industrious people

—

bigotteil dissenters, and of course great levellers. Hut, my lord, how
can it be otherwise, for, to my astonishment, no governor had ever

visit(,'d these poor people, or sent any person among them, so as to form
a judgment of the necessary steps to make those men useful subjects

;

but, on the contrary, they have been left to be the parent of their own
works. I found full 500 men capable of bearing arms, the finest men in

the province, settled on the best land, and tlie most flourishing, because

they are the most industrious."

In striking contrast with the friction that prevails in England on tho

question of home rule for Ireland, a very significant passage appears in

Governor VVilmot's report, which speaks volumes for the great wisdom

of the soldier statesman into whose hands were committed the destinies

of Nova Scotia in a crucial period in its history r

—

" Upon application by the settlers from New England for townships

to General I^awrence, among other things to induce them to come, this

was not the least [)revalent, that they should be entitled to the same
privileges they enjoyed in the other colonies, and in particular that of

being constituted into townships and having officers chosen by the

respective towns to legislate their own affairs. This would be essential

to establish peace and good order among them, and promote their

welfare."

As tho- early proceedings of a newly organized branch of the body

politic iire interesting to tlie descendants of the actors, the reconls of the

first t\vo Town-Meetings are here given entire :

—

" Atta meeting of the Propriators of the Township of Onslow Holden
at sd. Onslow The 28th day of July, Anno-Dom. 1761, The following

Vots ware passed—Capn. Ephraim Hayward chosen Moderator.

1. Granted unto Capn. Ephraim Hayward, David Hoar, and J earns

Wilson, the Privilege of a Mill-place on a Stream Lying west of sd.

Wilson's first Devision Lott Next Ajoying t(» the sd. Lott : Joyntly and
Eaquily to have the above mentioned Mill Place with the pondage and
privialages iSelonging Thereunto—fnr the above mentioned Hayward to

Build a Grist-mill, And for said Wilson and Hoar to Build a Saw Mill.


