
HISTORY or CANADA,
AND OTHER PARTS OF BRITISH AMERICA.

Preliminary.

Rightly to undor.stanfl the past and i>reseMt history oi' tlie

Provinces of RritiKh Noilli Aiuorica, it is necessary that we

Bhouhl include in it a brief reference to the earlier annals

of those European nations whose discoveries and enterprise

fonn the background of our own liistorical times. Especially

should we take a rapid glance at the history of those two

great nations which tirst brought the civili?,ation of Europe to

these bhores. We should know something of the ancient

Britons when they were first visited by the ubicjuitous Roman
;

—when, from a rude and heli)les8 infancy, they .struggled

and rose to a more tlian tribal manhood, even in those days of

brief and lawless chieftainship. We sliould study their after-

history, when invasion, disaster, and defeat, like the flames

of a fiery furnace, had gradually fused their fitful national-

ity into that of their successive invaders ; and we should

feel proud of them, when, in after-times, the commercial

tastes and regal instincts, which led them to plant colonies and


