
ULK. ATfVKNTVRKS OF CAPTAIN nn\ yi:viLLK. '285

Jearth, snort,

lot, until tiitt

Indor spread
[»d f?Ia(lnoss

[proviug the

their horses
Itellect. An
(rd about the
ful attention

|nemy enters
notice, and
is said, will

irter whence

ged on the
he depends
iious animal
md whinny-
ere seenas to

iternal syni-

iiutually rely

1 nothing is

•ienced hun-
i at his side,

e vicinity o^
3, when the
id began to
h, however,
gth, seemed
ighborhood.
one night,

id, and the

owever, the
loofs ; and,
ly on their

(vn ; but no
gall found
vn through
1 about an
vered that
t'd, and so
le number
possesaiuB

of the enemy. Traps for wolves, had boon sot about tli > ciunp
tiio preceding day. In the niorning it was (recovered that
a Hlackfoot was entrapped by one of tlicni, but luul Hucceedcd
in dragging it off. His trail was followed for a long distance
whioli he must have limped alone. At length lie appeared to
have fallen in with some of his comrades, who had relieveil him
from his painful incumbrance.
These were the leading incidePts of Montero's campnirru in

the Crow country. The united parties now celebrated (Ik- Uli
of 'uly, in rough hunter's style, with hearty conviviality; :ifter

which Captain liouneville made his final anangenicnts. Leav-
ing iMoiitcro with a brigade of trappers to open another cam-
paign, he put himself at tlu; head of the residue of his men,
and set off on his return to civilized life. We slisiU not detail

his journey along the course of the Nebraska, auvl so, from
point to point of the wilderness, until he and his band reached
the frontier settlements on the 22d of August.

Here, according to his own account, his cavalcade ini<^ht

have been taken for a procession of tatterdemalion savjiges;

for the mer. were ragged almost to nakedness, ami had con-
tracted a wildness of aspect during three years of wandering
in the wilderness. A few hours in a populous town, however,
produced a magical metamorphosis. Hats of the most ample
brim and longest nap ; coats with buttons that shone like mir-

rors, and pantaloons of the most ample plentitude, took place

of the well-worn trapper's equipments; and the happy wearers
might be seen strolling about in all directions, scattering their

silver like sailors just from a cruise.

The worthy captain, however, seems by no means to have
shared the excitement of his men, on finding himself once
more in the thronged resorts of civilized life, but, on the con-
trary, to have looked back to the wilderness with regret.
"• Though the prospect," says he, " of once more tasting the

blessings of peaceful society, and passing days and nights

under the calm guardianship of the laws, was not without its

attractions
;
yet to those of us whose whole lives had been spent

m the stirring excitement and perpetual watchfulness of ad-

ventures in the wilderness, the change was far from promising

an increase of that contentment and inward satisfaction >nost

conducive to ha|)|iiness. He who, like myself, has roved al-

most from boyhooil among the children of the forest, and over

the uiifurrowed plains and rugged heighii^s of the western

wastes, will not be startled to learn, that notwithstanding all

the fascinations of ^he world ou this civilized side of the mouu-


