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hor foal, through exhaustion, and was not in a state to go

forward. She and the pony, therefore, were left at this en-

campment, where there was water and good pasturage; and
where there would be a chance of their reviving, and being

afterward sought out and brought to the garrison.

We set off about eight o'clock, and had a day of weary
and harassing travel

;
part of the time over rough hills, and

part over rolling prairies. The rain had rendered the soil

slippery and plashy, so as to afford unsteady foothold. Some
of the rangovs dismounted, their horses having no longer

strength to bear them. We made a halt in the course ot the

morning, but the horses were too tired to graze. Several

of them laid down, and there was some difficulty in get-

ting them on their feet again. Our troop presented a
forlorn appearance, straggling slowly along, in a broken

and scattered line that extended over hill and dale, for

three miles and upward, in groups of three and four, widely

apart; some on horseback, some on foot, with a few lag-

gards far in the rear. About four o'clock we halted for the

night in a spacious forest, beside a deep narrow river called

the Little North Fork, or Deep Creok. It was late before

the main part of the troop straggled into the encampment,

many of the horses having given out. As this stream was
too deep to be forded we waited until the next day to devise

means to cross it ; but our half-breeds swam the horses of

our party to the other side in the evening, as they would

have better pasturage, and the stream was evidently swell-

ing. The night was cold iind unruly ; the wind sounding

hoarsely through the forest and whirling about the dry

leaves. We made long fires of great trunks of trees, which

diffused something of consolation if not cheerfulness aroind.

The next morning there was general permission given to

hunt until twelve o'clock; the camp being destitute of pro-

visions. The rich woody bottom in which we were encamped
abounded with wild turkeys, of which a considerable number
were killvsd. In the meantime, preparations were made for

crossing the river, which had risen several feet during the


