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netting was no longer tenable in the estuary, owinge to the fouline of

H‘.rnl‘l\Xin- fisherman would up stakoes mlv\'m: to l‘n;n'! of tide
unongst the islands,closing up the channel . For vear the salmon sufh
cient to keep one small cannine establishment rmonnine were hauled
me of them 20 miles.  On the advent of confederation a chanee
took ]»I:lw- Indians were restrieted and scon CoOmpr Hed to nlx:!nlll“'n
. 1y \,\lill‘» Woere ol ‘~‘.:I|},l‘\. l«l"‘ lf“"?:lllli'1'~4'|:|r»::<i~
m tide \~.;\I\'|ullr|' l<';ll|.‘tiw|. no \ll'»\lll: of’ nets  allowed and- the
presence of anglers on the rivers assisted their protection.  Such is
20 \.\lx(llhi\ of the salmon fisheries from 1837 to 1871 I revious to
1837 1 believe fish were ]n|\'||li~-1: as I have heard stories of the older
<ettlars getting big hauls and the Indians s :‘/:lx; theom and eutting
the seine. Prior to t! e advent of lnmbering in 1830 there were but
fow settlers on the river, as the lad er was the main inducement to
settle,  On the adveit of the through mailway in 1876 canning ceas
[ tl Il".'ll‘l_\ :I“ over X}H' 'H’lr\ ill(’l'\ and \llimm‘llf\ of 1 \ll ‘illl]l“ll was
the order of the tl;ll\' t that thme one freezer existed in the Bay
now there are come 17 having wmore or  less salmon. and for the 3
months of the present year—June, July and  August 750,000 1hs
have found their way to Uncle Sam, irrespective of the shipments to
Canada west, tg NovagScotia and New Brunswick, for although
toth last named places have salmon of their own, our shippers will
tell you guite a quantity goes to towns in both provinees from our
northemn 'r.'l'\'. Still, no doubt, since fishing closed the freezers ]1'1\'-
added their (quota and some 25,000 1bs. have been ealled lI]'HII from
the Fraser River to supp ly the demand. The question now is are
the salmon fisheries inereasing or ,diminishing 7 Every unbiased
]rl':u-lit';ll Ii\l!«'l'llmll W IH t« ” you the salimon have ili('“‘:]‘« ~i these last
12 years, and during the last five, the supply has been wonderfully
uniform, and unless from local causes such as storms, or injury to
nets, a god d, faar 'i\l!l'!'_\' has been obtained 1n many loealities extra to
what was expected.  Had no restrictions or Licensee Law  heen in
force, no doubt netting would have been largely inercased, as 1 hay
seen fifty new .n]mlu.m'»n\ for net fisheries in one year in one divi
sion refused.  Ow ing to the Government affirming their right to re
Sume, n event of li";ll}l Ol l'«‘HIH\iiI of a LU'"!I“'I all salmon net
stations, the netters have formed an association to resist this en
croachment on what they claim as their richts, and ask the Govern
ment to grant or to acknowledge these rights in perpituity to them
their heirs or assigns.  Now if they owned these rights, as they
claim “why ask it 77 According to English law and decisions the
crown is only custodian of tidal waters for the public and they
cannot be .1|i«"3|:|h't|. unless for some ‘»lll'lil' benefit of '__"l‘lll‘l'.'ll llli“l'\
and tidal water is defined as being below high water mark where
tide ebbs and Hows.
Certainly the netters cannot with any grace re fuse the general
|.1|| lic and to those ”l"”"“"““' rs who I»\ iaw have a right (\\lll(ln




